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Gandhi ji’s Gram Swaraj
Model for Decentralization
GPDP made life easy, dream of

prosperous villages
becoming reality

People's Empowerment:

Mobile App

Empowerment of
rural women through

Gram Panchayat

Mahatma Gandhi always highlighted the importance of villages and spoke about
‘Gram Swaraj’. A transformation of villages would ensure a transformation of India .

Prime Minister

Nation's Development through Gram Swaraj
The country is full of self-confidence. It is scaling new heights due to maximum efforts with commitments
to dream : PM Modi

Our effort is to make people selfreliant in agriculture, Jan Dhan, Van Dhan, Gobar Dhan trio aimed at empowering
the tribal and farm communities : PM Modi

Mahatma Gandhi ji always highlighted the importance of villages and spoke about 'Gram Swaraj': PM Modi

We aspire for an India that is strong and self-reliant, a nation that maintains a steady pace of progress, an India that
keeps scaling new heights; an India that enjoys goodwill in the world. Not only this, we want that India should also
shine in the world – we want to build such an India: PM Modi
Let every Indian have a house of his own - Housing for All. Every house should have electricity connection, power for
all. Every Indian should be free from smoke in kitchen and that is why there is the scheme for Cooking Gas for All. Every
Indian should have enough water to meet his needs and that is why there is the scheme for Water for All. Every Indian
should have toilets and therefore Sanitation for All. Every Indian should be skilled, so Skill for All. Every Indian should
get good and affordable health services, so Health for All. Every Indian should feel safe, every Indian should be insured,
hence ‘Insurance for All’. we want to take the country forward by following this mantra: PM Modi
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Narendra Singh Tomar

Minister of Rural Development,
Panchayati Raj and Mines
Government of India
Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi.

MESSAGE
Panchayats are the popular institutions which have been recognized by our Constitution.
The purpose behind local self governance is the protection of interests of common man.
It is the constitutional responsibility of Panchayats to prepare and implement schemes
for economic development and social justice with the active participation of local people. It is a true that the success of local self-governance can be measured only with the
participation of the many standing at the fag end of the line.
In this perspective, to make Gram Panchayat Development Plan (GPDP) better and
to ensure participation of each and very citizen in it, Government of India is going to
start an intensive people awareness campaign from 2nd October, 2018 on the occasion
of Gandhi Jayanti.
An action plan will be prepared to co-ordinate among various Ministries for preparation of an elaborate GPDP for next year under this ambitious campaign. This campaign will continue till 31 December, 2018. We expect and request the Panchayats
to manage their internal and external resources properly and make a plan for the
development of themselves with the agreement and co-operation of residents of the
villages. I believe that the villages will be prosper, socially and financially with the
projects prepared under GPDP. We need to take the innovative practices in the areas of
agriculture, alternative energy, water management, sanitation, skill development and
other related matters to the remote villages through the medium of GPDP. A well
planned and well thought management in this regard will be an important step in the
creation of a powerful new India.
Under the basic mantra of "Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas", it is our aim to connect
all the villagers with the main stream of development. We clearly believe that local
self-governance system will become powerful and strengthened when the common
people will have an awareness on the importance of their participation in the activities
of gram sabha and gram panchayat. My desire and request to all the representatives of
panchayats is that you may contribute to the nation building by providing your invaluable
contribution, active co-operation and enthusiastic participation for creation of a
comprehensive GPDP based on "Sabki Yojna, Sabka Vikas".

Jai Hind.

(Narendra Singh Tomar)
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Minister of State
Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmer Welfare
and Ministry of Panchayati Raj,
Government of India.

MESSAGE
The concept of establishing a society without partiality and based on equality is present in the
core of our Constitution. To implement this concept, the 73rd amendment of Constitution
not only ensures reinforcement of Panchayati Raj institutions and good governance but also
has given the responsibility of making, implementing and supervising the development projects to fulfill the needs and aspirations of the general public. 'Gram Panchayat Vikas Yojna'
(GPDP) is also envisaged as a participative project. Through this, the gram panchayat can prepare plans for the basic infrastructure of the village as well as for the big or small development
projects through the medium of gram sabha.
The present central government has delegated the real power to panchayats to implement the
recommendations of 14th Finance Commission as per their wishes. Formerly this amount
was being granted to the District, Block and Gram Panchayats, but as per recommendations
of the 14th FC, this allocation is only for Gram Panchayats. As per recommendation of 14th
FC, preparation of Gram Panchayat Development Project has been made inevitable to receive
the grant.
Looking at the scale and challenges on long term basis, we need to make qualitative changes
in GPDP and need to prepare GPDP taking into consideration the targets of women empowerment and persistent development taking along with the self help groups. With the effective
implementation of GPDP, opportunities for employment will also be created apart from the
development of the village. With supervision and transparency in implementation of projects,
poverty will be reduced and it will be easy to attain the targets of education, health, sanitation,
drinking water, nutrition, food security, sustainable livelihood, housing, electricity, gender
equality and social justice.
The grant allocation of 14th Finance Commission has made a key change in the nature of
development of rural India, in the same way, the path for the comprehensive and well
planned development of Gram Panchayat. It is the result of persistent efforts by the Ministry
of Panchayati Raj that our Panchayats are successful in the preparation of GPDP in greater
numbers with the co-operation of state governments. Looking at our experience of previous
years on the mantras in respect of comprehensive and all inclusive development like 'Sabka
Saath Sabka Vikas' and 'Saaf Niyat Sabka Vikas', it is time for making GPDP more powerful,
transparent and sharp. To make a better quality Gram Panchayat Development Project and to
make ensure more participation of people, Government of India is going to make a campaign
during the period from 2nd October, 2018 to 31st December, 2018. For the implementation of
the schemes of eighteen Ministries and departments of Government of India in this ambitious
public awareness campaign, a co-ordinated action plan will be prepared and I request the participation of all of you as the panchayat representatives to make it successfully implemented
with an aim to build a new India.
With Best Wishes

(PARSHOTTAM RUPALA)
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Gandhi ji’s Gram Swaraj

Model for
Decentralization

The word ‘Swaraj’ has been an integral part
of Indian freedom movement and interpreted in
various contexts. Home rule and self -governance
were the most common meaning reiterated by
political leaders. But for Mahatma Gandhi ji Swaraj meant much more than a matter of politics.

E

ven when he wrote HIND
SWARAJ, aboard the ship
in 1909, he was clear that
what India needed was
a different Swaraj – rule over
self, even before achieving selfrule. This idea never left his
frame of swaraj, even if it was
Gram Swaraj.
Mahatma Gandhi ji’s vision
emphasized social equality,
communal
harmony
and
dignity of labour as the only
permanents that will bridge
gaps among populations of
this vast and very diversified
country, leaving Indian minds
free to creatively contribute to
our common existence.
Gandhi
ji
envisioned
a
strong structure for India,
constituted by villages that
were autonomous in their own
right yet inter-dependent in
trade and exchange with other
villages. If India was a body,
its each part had to be healthy.
Villages should be modernized
and made self- sufficient to
make a strong country, to
allow people in villages to live
with decency. This is what PM
Narendra Modi ji said in his
maiden speech in Parliament-,
every word of his speech was
reeking of Hind Swaraj. What
Gandhi ji meant by `rule over

06 JUNE - AUGUST 2018

self ', Modi ji says is discipline
and commitment to the nation
in any work that one does.
This `rule over self ', flows
from an individual to the
whole country. Each individual
achieving its full potential can
live a life of dignity. While the
smallest unit will be a person
the smallest political and
economic unit was to be a Gram
or Village. The trade, education
and self -sufficiency were to be
ensured by enhancing the inner
strength.
The skill set of the people was
to be encouraged in the vision
and education to be focussed
on them. Thus, an artisan’s
son will have the skill set for
earning bread and butter and
any other education was also
available as an addition. The
technology was supposed to
increase employment and not
to snatch jobs. This was the
model of decentralisation, a
path that we soon left after
Independence. Gandhi ji saw a
strong honeycomb structure for
villages in which each village
connected to many others and
only with a few cities as nodes
of modern development.
However, we moved on to a
different path. Villages were
ignored at the cost of cities

which grew further to
devour them. Migration to
cities deprived the villages
of talent and theoretical
knowledge
and
degrees
made the traditional skills
extinct. Farmer’s son after a
BA degree came to city even
if it meant a labourer’s life,
a life of ignominy in city
was accepted rather than a
dignified life of labour in
village. The resultant chaos
is till haunting India. The
source of it was the lack of
dignity of labour.
The focus on cottage
industry, traditional artisans
and rural based industry
derived from Gandhi’s Gram
Swaraj but was never really
went beyond the paper work.
(The gradual decline of the
GRAM steeped India further
into a cycle of depreciating
self-respect.) This was in
contrast to what Mahatma
Gandhi ji
explained his
vision as, in 1946:
“Independence begins at the
bottom... A society must be
built in which every village

The dynamics of
RuralUrban India has
been altered beyond
recognition yet villages
thrive. Rural based
industry, educational
facilities and encouraging skill-based work
can still save the villages. But it will be only
possible if the villager
and especially the
younger lot feels selfrespect in his ethos.
has to be self-sustained and
capable of managing its own
affairs... It will be trained
and prepared to perish in
the attempt to defend itself
against any onslaught from
without... This does not
exclude dependence on and
willing help from neighbours
or from the world. It will
be a free and voluntary

play of mutual forces... In
this structure composed of
innumerable villages, there
will be ever-widening, neverascending circles. Growth will
not be a pyramid with the
apex sustained by the bottom.
But it will be an oceanic
circle whose center will be
the individual. Therefore
the outermost circumference
will not wield power to crush
the inner circle but will give
strength to all within and
derive its own strength from
it.”
It is an uphill task to restore
the Indian village to the
vision of Mahatma Gandhi
ji as the conditions seem to
have changed irreversibly.
The dynamics of RuralUrban India has been
altered beyond recognition
yet villages thrive. Rural
based industry, educational
facilities and encouraging
skill-based work can still save
the villages. But it will be only
possible if the villager and
especially the younger lot
feels self-respect in his ethos.
The journey back to villages
will only start if a decent
life is offered to people, a
life of economic prosperity
where the interface between
modernity and tradition is
respectable, the output of
the villager is absorbed in
the life of the country.
It is at this interface where a
revisit to Mahatma Gandhi is
mandatory, for he talks about
a life of dignity of labour, of
interdependence while being
free and of respect not only
to others but to self too.
Swaraj will be fulfilled only
when it will reach to the man
standing on the last leg of
the line. s
Dr Alok Bajpai
Psychiatrist and Curator- An
Hour with the Mahatma
alokbajp@gmail.com
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Prime Minister Rural Road

Atal Ji started connecting the
villages through roads from
15th August 2000. By this plan
lakhs of villages have been
connected with roads. The
main objective of the plan is
to connect the villages having
population of 500 or more (In
hilly and desert areas villages
with a population of 250
people) with main roads that
lack the road connectivity.

Golden Quadrangle

An Extraordinary Leader

Atal Bihari Vajpayee

H

istory
doesn’t
make great leader
suddenly. It takes
lot of challenges and
difficulties to shine like gold.
Ex-Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee was a great leader
who dedicated his whole life
for the sake of the country
facing all the ordeals. So Atal
Ji is sparsely. Along with preeminent leader, conversant
with the foreign affairs and
a skilled administrator he
was also a sensible poet
and journalist. Atal Bihari
Vajpayee remained in touch
with Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) and its political
branch Jansangh and got an
opportunity to work with
its first chairman, Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee. After that,
he did not look back. He
continued to move forward
on his own strength. Being
a good writer & a journalist,
he was editor of monthly
magazine
Rashtradharm
published in Lucknow. He
was always concerned about
the economic development
08 JUNE - AUGUST 2018

To connect the big cities
of the country with roads
has been started during the
tenure of Atal Ji. 5846 Km.
Golden Quadrangle Plan was
then considered the largest
Highway Plan of the world.
Delhi, Kolkata, Chennai and
Mumbai were connected with
Highways.

Education for All Campaign

Education to All Campaign
is a major programme of
Government of India, which
was initiated by Atal Bihari
Vajpayee in 2001-02 with the
aim of providing primary
education to all within a time
frame.

Antyoday Food Plan

of the country, the deprived
and welfare of children
and women. Being a social
worker, thinker, leader, poet,
journalist, prime minister, he
described himself in his own
words as – ‘‘I enjoyed my life
fully, I will die by my wish, I
will return back, why shall I
fear from departure?’’ Atal
Ji will always be in the heart
of common man because of
his charming smile, magical
words and love for everyone.
He had no enemies & his
opponents also acknowledged
his supremacy. That’s why, Atal
Ji was given the responsibility

In 2001, Antyoday Food
Plan was implemented for
poor families living below
the poverty line under the
targeted Public Distribution
System.

of leadership of Indian foreign
delegation, although he was
the leader of the opposition
party at that time. As a Prime
Minister of the country, Atal
Ji had taken great steps to
improve the relationship with
Pakistan and China. Despite
international pressure, by
presenting his diplomacy
and firm willpower India
conducted the Nuclear Test
the atomic test in Pokhran and
defeated Pakistan in Kargil
war. s

GRAM SWARAJ
ABHIYAN

G

ram Swaraj Abhiyan was a special
campaign to ensure
reach of welfare
schemes to the deprived and
poor families of our country and it was launched on
14th April, 2018 on the occasion of the birthday of
Bharat Ratna Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar by honorable
Prime Minister Sri Narendra
Modiji. The aim of this campaign was to promote social
harmony and amity, to propagate awareness about the

major development schemes
and welfare programmes for
the deprived and poor and
bring into the ambit of these
schemes and programmes all
those who are eligible for the
benefits.
During the Gram Swaraj
Abhiyan, with an aim for
the hundred percent coverage of the schemes, special
initiative was taken up in
16.850 villages of the country. The villages of Karnataka and West Bengal were not
included in this because of

The period from 14th April, 2018 to 5th May, 2018 was celebrated in the form
of "GRAM SWARAJ ABHIYAN — SABKA SAATH, SABKA GAON, SABKA
VIKAS" programme. The following 7 major schemes of Central Government
were included (1) Pradhan Mantri Ujwala Yojna (2) Ujala Yojna (3) Pradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojna (4) Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojna (5)
Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojna (6) Pradhan Mantri Jivan Jyoti Bima
Yojna and (7) Mission Indradhanush .

NARENDRA SINGH TOMAR
Minister of Rural Development,
Panchayati Raj and Mines,
Government of India
elections in these state. The
purpose of this programme
was to ensure 100 percent
reach of these seven welfare schemes to all eligible
beneficiaries in the marked
villages. To make this programme a success, we got
considerable co-ordination
and active support from the
beneficiaries. To implement
this program on a war footing and to make it a success,
33 lakh representatives of
marked Panchayati Raj Institutions, 5 crore members
of women's Self Help Groups
(SHG), members of legislative assemblies and parliament, office bearers and
employees of state governments and local bodies did
everything possible. Commenting on the importance
and success of Gram Swraj
Campaign, honorable Prime
Minister said that, ''as part of
the Gram Swaraj Abhiyan,
various teams have been
made in the villages and they
ensure full coverage of the
seven important schemes of
Central Government. This
"Andolan" is a great example
of reaching services effectively to the door step and
the life of village become
sahaj through this.'' Under
Gram Swaraj those villages were included which has
a population of more than
1000 and more than 50 per
cent of the population belongs to Scheduled Castes.
In the case of North Eastern states villages having a
JUNE - AUGUST 2018 09

population of more than 500
and the villages with more
than 50% population belonging to SC/ST were included.
In the first phase of Gram
Swaraj Abhiyan a total of
16,850 villages were included.
The National Information
Centre & DRDO ensured real
time data capturing for effective leadership & effective
intervention as per requirement. Along with it, a mobile
app was also developed.
Encouraged by the success
of the first phase of Gram
Swaraj Abhiyan, Government implemented Gram
Swaraj Abhiyan (GSA) as
"Extended Gram Swaraj Abhiyan'' for the period from
1st June, 2018 till 15 August,
2018. In the extended Gram
Swaraj Abhiyan, villages
having a population of more
than 1,000 in the 117 needy
districts, villages in Karnataka and West Bengal with
more than 1,000 population
and villages with more than
50% SC population were
included. Thus, a total of
48.929 villages were included
in this phase of Gram Swaraj
Abhiyan.
During both phases of the
campaign, success beyond
expectation was achieved
in bringing the eligible people who were left out under
the coverage of the 7 major
schemes and ambitious pro10 JUNE - AUGUST 2018

grams of the centre. In both
the Gram Swaraj Abhiyan
and the extended Gram Swaraj Abhiyan, 5 areas of priority were determined within
the 7 major schemes. These
are: education, health, nutrition, skill and agriculture. To
achieve better results under
the extended project, activities like pilot projects in agriculture (for example: distribution of soil health card,
mini kits of pulses and oil
seeds, horticulture or plantation of bamboo seedlings, etc.
were included.) During the
extended Gram Swaraj Abhiyan, success was achieved
in cent percent coverage of
many major schemes.
• Under Pradhan Mantri
Ujwala Yojna, 48.28 lakh
new LPG gas connections
were achieved in both the
phases of the campaign and
100 percent of it's coverage
target was achieved. With
the effective implementation
of this scheme, the much
awaited task of bringing
clean fuel to womenfolk has
been achieved. This will help
in preserving the health of
women and children. Now
they have not only gained
freedom from the smoke in
the kitchen, but relieved of
wandering in unprotected
areas in search of firewood.
• Under Pradhan Mantri
Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojna - Soubhagya, all the poor

families in the rural areas as
well as poor families in the
urban areas were given free
electricity connection. Under
this scheme, the target is to
give free electricity connection to approximately 4 crore
families of the nation, who
are still having no electricity
connection at their homes.
During the campaign, 31.26
lakh houses were provided
with new electricity connection.
• In view of the climatic
changes and preservation of
environment, importance of
energy efficiency has become
more important in these
days. Prime Minister Sri Narendra Modiji launched the
Ujala Yojana which provides
bright light with the use of
economical LED bulbs on
5th January, 2015. It's aim
was to ensure use of LED
bulbs in the place of 770 million conventional bulbs used
in the country. With an aim
of producing more electricity, reduction in electricity
bills and energy conservation, energy efficient LED
bulbs are being distributed
in the villages of the country.
During the extended Gram
Swaraj Abhiyan, 68.52 lakh
new LED bulbs were distributed.
• As a way for financial inclusion on the national level,
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
Yojna was started in August,
2014. It's aim is to ensure
that each family has access to
banking facility with at least
one primary bank account.
Under this scheme, anybody
can open a primary savings
bank with at any bank branch
or at bank mitra outlet by
providing their Know Your
Customer or KYC details.
There is no need to deposit the minimum balance to
open a Jan Dhan account or

is it necessary to maintain
minimum balance in the
account. Jan Dhan account
holders are provided with
free debit cards and they also
get a cover of accident insurance of Rs.1 lakh. During
both phases of Gram Swaraj
Abhiyan, 73.51 new Jan Dhan
accounts were opened.
• With an aim to provide
Life Insurance on payment
of nominal premium, National Democratic Alliance
government started Pradham
Mantri Jivan Jyoti Bima Yojna
and all those account holders between 18 and 50 years
are being enrolled under the
scheme for a cover of Rs.2
lakh per year. The subscriber needs to pay a premium
of Rs.330/- annually and will
get cover in case of death due
to any reason. This premium will be debited from the
beneficiary's bank account
automatically. This can be
renewed every year. Under
both phases of Gram Swaraj
Abhiyan, 50.43 lakh persons
got themselves insured under
Pradham Mantri Jivan Jyoti
Bima Yojna.
• All bank account holders
within the age group between
18 to 70 years are being provided accident insurance
cover of Rs.2 for death or disability by paying a premium
of Rs.12 per year. During the

Rejuvenation of 63,974 Deprived Villages
campaign, 84.99 new beneficiaries got enrolled with this
scheme.
• The ambitious scheme
Mission Indradhanush aimed
at vaccination of pregnant
women is targeted at achieving 90% of vaccination by
December, 2018. The aim of
this scheme is to provide immunity from 12 preventable
diseases for those women and
children who have not been
yet vaccinated or are vaccinated partially. Special arrangements have been made
to needy villages under Mission Indradhanush. During
the campaign, vaccination
was given on all the seven
days of the week. Preventive

vaccination of 6.29 lakh children and 1.80 lakh women
were carried out during both
the phases of the campaign.
Under the dynamic leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modiji, the Central
Government has centered attention on the various aspects
of the life of common man
and worked with determination and will power. Under
all the seven public welfare
schemes mentioned above,
results could be achieved as
per expectation and in some
cases beyond expectation. It
can surely be said that Gram
Swaraj Abhiyan and Extended Gram Swaraj Abhiyan
proved to be unprecedented
and historic in the direction of
reaching the welfare schemes
to the common man. These
campaigns helped in providing privileges & rights to the
villagers, poor and needy,
farmers and the deprived
and to connect them with
the main stream of development. The government is
continuously working with
the commitment to make
the life of millions of poor
and deprived people flourish, safe, prosperous and this
chain is not going to stop. s
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A New Dawn for Rural India

GPDP made life easy,
dream of prosperous
villages becoming reality

Amarjeet Sinha

G

ram
Panchayat
Development
Plan
(GPDP) was launched
to ensure development
at grass root level for betterment
of rural India in true sense.
This initiative has numerous
objectives
like
poverty
alleviation, human development,
social development, economic
development,
eco
system
development, ensuring public
services to all, good governance,
etc.
The idea of Gram Panchayat
Development Plan (GPDP) to
be at the national level came
in February 2015 when the
14th Finance commission
recommended an aid of Rs.
2,00,292.20 cr. (more than 3
times that of 13th FC) for the
period 2015 to 2020. It was to
be ensured that financial powers
should be given in the hands of
12 JUNE - AUGUST 2018

Secretary, Panchayati Raj and
Rural Development Ministry,
Government of India

gram panchayats and they need
to be ensured of basic amenities
at village level by utilizing the
same.
The process of planning
is usually quite technical in
nature. It requires adequate
help and support for the people
entrusted with this task. Hence
Ministry of Panchayati Raj
made serious and cooperative
efforts to ensure trainings and
orientation for all concerned
by conducting Workshops.
The State Governments were
asked to form State-level Core
Groups that can help frame
the GPDP guidelines. The
Ministry organised a 5-day
comprehensive workshop for
all States in July 2015. And in
its wake, during the last three
years a comprehensive training
exercise has been undertaken by
the Ministry of Panchayati Raj

through State Institutes of Rural
Development and Panchayati
Raj across the country.
Various Workshops have
also been organized to put
emphasis on integration of all
schemes of Union and State
Governments, which bear direct
or indirect impact on all-round
development of villages and
empowerment of Panchayats.
The 14th Finance Commission
(FFC) Award has created an
opportunity for integration
plans at the level of Panchayats
and its leadership so as to provide
basic amenities and services to
the people. The Ministry has
supported State Government’s
to develop guidelines (statespecific) for Gram Panchayat
Development Plans (GPDP)
aiming integration of all the
resources available with the
Panchayats. This includes 14th

FC funds, MGNREGS funds,
Swachh Bharat funds etc. The
Gram Panchayat Development
Plans come as an opportunity
for the community to priorities
and set local development
agenda, find local solutions to
the development issues.
It will not be an exaggeration
to say that 14th FC grants works
as oxygen to Gram Panchayats
and instilled new life into
functioning of Gram Panchayats.
As per recommendations of the
FFC accepted by the present
Central Government, grants
to the tune of Rs. 2,00,292.20
crore are being allocated during
2015–20 directly to the Gram
Panchayats constituted under
Part IX of the Constitution
including State of Jammu and
Kashmir, which amounts to an
assistance of Rs.488 per capita
per annum at an aggregate level.
Out of this, Rs. 1,80,262.98
crore (90%) is Basic Grant and
Rs. 20,029.22 crore (10%) is
Performance Grant for 26 States.
In comparison to 13th Finance
Commission, the FFC grants
are more than three times; this
grant is spent on improving
basic service delivery within
the functions assigned to GPs.
As per the guidelines issued by
the Ministry of Finance for the
release or use of funds, Gram
Panchayat Development Plan
(GPDP) should be prepared
before paying any expenditure
under the FFC Award. Therefore,
14th FC has given the maximum
importance to the GPDP with
emphasis on providing financial
stability and ensuring effective
planning at the grassroots level.
It is envisioned that Gram
Panchayats should formulate
five yearly and annual plans
for overall development for
themselves. The GPDP, prepared
by the Gram Panchayats, will
be based on the participatory
planning and convergence
of various resources. Under

the GPDP, the 14th Finance
Commission, State Finance
Commission,
MGNREGA,
NRLM, convergence of available
financial and human resources
will be done by incorporating
the income of the Swachh Bharat
Mission (Rural), Panchayat
Bhawan,
Development
of
funeral sites and self-generated
income of Gram Panchayats.
The basic purposes of GPDP are
illustrated as follows:
(a) The overall and integrated
development of the Gram
Panchayats, which includes not
only infrastructure development
but also social, economic and
community development
(b) Enabling the community
to make decisions with
decentralization of the decisionmaking process.
(c)
Promoting
the
identification of requirements
at the Gram Panchayat level,
prioritization of collaborative
planning and convergence of
resources.
(d) While formulation and
implementation of the GPDP,
priority is given to the welfare of
Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled
Castes within basic facilities as
well as other importantissues,
including livelihoods, poverty
and social security of the poor.
The FFC Award has created
an opportunity for convergent
plans at the Gram Panchayat
level and by its leadership in
order to provide basic amenities
and services to the people. It's an
opportunity for the community
to get engaged in setting local
development agenda and finding
local solutions to development
issues.
The Ministry of Panchayati
Raj working on capacity building
to converge all the resources
over which the Panchayats
have
command
including
FFC funds, State Grants, Own
Source of Revenue (OSR),
MGNREGS funds etc. and

helping in framing state-specific
Gram Panchayat Development
Programmes (GPDP). Ministry
has also impressed upon States
to focus on GPDP training.
For this the ministry has made
efforts at cluster, block and
district levels to develop peopleoriented eco-system so that
everyone may participate in
planning. All Participating States
have finalized their respective
guidelines for GPDP. In this
context the response from the
States are very encouraging.
States, which have been at low
level on the allocation index have
shown the most enthusiasm in

extending all support to Gram
Panchayats in formulation
of GPDP. The distinctive
remarkable states are Assam,
Jharkhand,
Uttarakhand,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Tripura,
Sikkim,
Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Goa,
Gujarat, etc. Efforts for capacity
building taken by them are
laudable. It has also been
observed that at the grassroots,
the villages are thinking out-ofthe-box to address local issues
and solve age-old problems.
Several Gram Panchayats have
come-up with innovative ideas
while conceptualizing and
formulating GPDP.
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During 2015-16, around 1.32
lakh GPDPs were prepared
whereas in 2016-17, around
2.44 lakh GPDPs were prepared
and during 2017-18, around
2.42 lakh GPDPs have already
been prepared in the Gram
Panchayats in different parts of
country.
To encourage the Gram
Panchayats, a new award has
been instituted namely Gram
Panchayat Development Plan
(GPDP) Award. States/UTs
have developed their specific
GPDP guidelines according
to the model guidelines issued
by MoPR. Three best GPs have
been conferred with GPDP
Award on the momentous

apart from driving social and
economic development, play
a crucial role in promoting
key cultural values (heritage,
diversity, creativity and the
transmission of knowledge)
as drivers and enablers of
sustainable
and
inclusive
development. Developing an
all-inclusive local development
plan is a pathway to achieving
these goals and promoting
participation,
accountability
and collaboration between
local governing bodies, Civil
Society Organisations (CSOs),
the private sector, academic
institutions and other relevant
stakeholders.
Consequently
for
the

occasion of National Panchayati
Raj Day this year.
GPDP has potential to
contribute to participatory
planning and institutionalizing
democracy at the grassroots.
It is high time we discuss and
arrive at some consensus as
to how to utilize GPDP as one
of the potent tools to localize
Sustainable
Development
Goals and to help the Gram
Panchayats
become
true
institutions of local government
and think and act beyond
schemes, entitlements and
external allocations and most
importantly alter the current
design and focus of capacity
building. Local stakeholders,

formulation of comprehensive
and effective GPDPs by Gram
Panchayats, it is necessary
that information regarding
funds allocated to be spent
within the jurisdiction of each
Panchayat and the activities to
be undertaken there-under, be
informed to each Panchayat
as a part of public disclosure.
It is therefore suggested that
funds allocated to States
under the schemes operated
by different Ministries be
disaggregated
Panchayatwise in consultation with the
concerned State Departments
and communicated to the
respective Gram Panchayats.
With more than 31 lakhs of
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locally elected representatives
across the three tiers of
Panchayati Raj System leading
people-centric
development,
India has the largest women
representatives, more than 14
lakhs, in local governance in the
world. Gender main streaming
the cycle and processes of GPDP
will ensure good governance,
promote transparency and
accountability and women’s
rights as equal citizens and
enhance effectiveness and
efficiency of public services as
well as building institutional,
individual and operational
capabilities for achieving the
global SDGs agenda by 2030.
It is imperative to ensure
targeted focus on marginalized
communities and women on
awareness generation on GPDP,
government schemes and
flagship programmes, resource
envelope at the disposal of
Panchayats and accountability
measures.
In due appreciation of
potential of comprehensive
GPDP, Ministry of Panchayati
Raj, Government of India is
going to launch People’s Plan
Campaign – Sabki Yojana Sabka
Vikas from 2nd October to
31st December 2018 to bring
revolutionary transformation in
rural India. During this period,
a comprehensive GPDP will be
prepared by every Panchayat.
In sixth scheduled areas,
GPDP will be prepared by the
respective Village Councils
or Authority. The plan will
incorporate the developmental
needs of Panchayat with the
support from allied Ministries
and Departments through their
resources in convergent manner.
The GPDP Campaign for their
development will not only care for
31 lakhs elected representatives
taking the lead in Gram Sabhas,
but also supported by the network
of 5.25 croreWomen SHG under
Deen Dayal AntyodayaYojana. s

Development of Villages
Commitment of Government : PM

National Panchayati Raj Diwas, 24 April, 2018

Panchayati Raj day was celebrated on 24th April, 2018. The PM
launched Rashtriya Gram Swaraj
Abhiyan on this occasion. He saluted and gave his best wishes to
about 2.5 Lakh panchayats in the
country. He said that it was an important occasion for realizing the
dreams of respected Bapu, because
Mahatma Gandhi had identified
India with it's villages. The winners
of Rashtriya e-Panchayat Puraskar,
and Gram Panchayat Vikas Puraskar Yojana under Sarvasreshtha
Panchayat Puraskar Yojana were
also felicitated.
On the momentous occasion
of National Panchayati Raj Day
this year, Hon’ble Prime Minister
launched the restructured scheme
of Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA) and also the Local
Government Directory (LGD).
The Prime Minister felicitated
the well-performing States with
e-Panchayat Puraskar and Gram
Panchayats with GPDP Awards.
Hon’ble Prime Minister addressed
the gathering as well as all the
Gram Sabhas across the country.
GPDP Awards were bestowed
on one Gram Panchayat each
from West Bengal, Karnataka

and Sikkim. Nanaji Deshmukh
Rashtriya Gaurav Gram Sabha
Puraskar
(NDRGGSP)
was
conferred upon 21 Gram
Panchayats in order to incentivize,
appreciate and encourage the
Gram Panchayats for outstanding
performance.
Deen
Dayal
Upadhyay
Panchayat Sashaktikaran Puraskar (DDUPSP) was also given to
191 best performing Panchayats
(District, Intermediate and Gram
Panchayat) in recognition of the
good work that they have performed for improving delivery of
services and public goods under
general and nine thematic categories.
Following are some excerpts
from his speech on Panchayati Raj
Day:
Mahatma Gandhi had encouraged us to realize the
dream of 'Gramoday to
Rashtroday'. Government
of India will support
them for the development
of their villages, the empowerment of the people
of your villages and to
fulfill the resolutions.

l Mahatma

Gandhi had encouraged us to realize the dream of
'Gramoday to Rashtroday'. Government of India will support
them for the development of
their villages, the empowerment
of the people of your villages and
to fulfill the resolutions.
l The Panchayati Raj Day should
be the day of taking resolutions.
l We are elected to form the government for serving the people.
Therefore, if our power and time
is put to the same work we can
transform the face of our villages.
l Today the concern is about the
proper utilization of the money
within the specified time limit
for the actual beneficiaries.
l There shall not be any family in
the village that will not have a Jan
Dhan bank account and insurance with minimum of 90 paise.
If that family meets with an unfortunate incident, it will get a
financial assistance of Rs.2 lakh.
l All of us should strive to change
the villages to change the country. All of us should make proper
use of funds in the villages. I want
all of us to move ahead with the
mantra of ‘Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan, Jai
Vigyan’ in the villages. s
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Empowerment of Rural
Women through Gram
Panchayats

Overview: Situation of Rural
Women
According to the UN Women report
titled,
‘Engendering
Rural
Livelihoods: Supporting Gender
Responsive Implementation of the
national Rural livelihoods Mission’,
79% of the rural women workforce
in India is engaged in agriculture
and they only earn 50-75% wages of
those earned by men. Only 9% rural
women own property and as a result
very few women have access to institutional credit in absence of ownership over land or productive assets.
80% of the rural agricultural women
workers belong to marginalized
communities like SCs, STs and other
backward classes. The rural women
in India are mostly engaged in
drudgery-intensive low paid work
with very little access to equal wages,
decent work and equal opportunities. They perform unpaid work, are
the primary caregivers and constitute the majority of agricultural
workers and farmers in rural India.
Yet they remain unrecognized work
force in India. India’s Gender
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Equality Index is one of the lowest
globally with a ranking of 125 out of
188 countries in the world.
The Government of India is attempt-

ing to address the disempowerment,
poverty and social injustice faced by
rural women and has initiated many
flagships programmes and centrally
sponsored schemes aimed towards
development and empowerment of
rural women. Some of these include
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, Pradhan
Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana,
Mahila Shakti Kendra, Ujjwala,
MGNREGA, ICDS, MDMs and others. The 73rd Amendment (Art. 243

D) has mandated reservation of at
least one-third women (including
the seats reserved for SC/ST women)
through election in the Panchayati
Raj Institutions (PRIs). There are
currently twenty States that have
made the provision for 50% reservation for women in PRIs. More than
1.5 million women have been elected to office at different tiers of PRIs.
This is the largest representation of
women at local governance in the
world. According to the data of
Ministry of Panchayati Raj, there are
1,426,000
Elected
Women
Representatives (EWRs) (46%) of
the total 31,00,804 Elected
Representatives and there are
1,05,676 Women Chairperson
(Sarpanch) in the country as of 1
January 2018. Despite these milestones to women empowerment
through political representation and
participation, there are many challenges faced by rural women. The
representation of women is adequate
in PRIs (as per the norm of onethird of all seats) but the participation of rural women in local governance is less than adequate.
There is a huge body of evidence-based knowledge generated
by research studies of institutions of
academic excellence, civil society,
international agencies, donor organisations and practitioners from the
field on the key obstacles faced by
potential rural women leaders and
EWRs. Some of these are that the
patriarchal entrenched stereotypes
and perception of public and gender
roles of EWRs has affected their
meaningful participation in carrying
out their responsibilities, lack of
handholding support to execute
their public functions and perception, attitude and responsiveness of
the state institution functionaries to
EWRs. The socialisation process,
lack of access to education and skill
development has also affected their
technical knowledge of gram panchayat planning process, resource
mapping and allocation, implementation and monitoring of projects.
This is often met with social scorn

and labeling of women as poor leaders. EWRs are shouldering the official responsibilities while being primary caregivers and bearing the
complete burden of household
chores as well as combating the discrimination arising from caste, identity, power dynamics and structural
inequalities in villages. The evidence
from the field strongly suggests that
for the majority of EWRs, representation has not lead to meaningful
participation. It is a challenge to
create conditions suitable for participation of rural women in local governance (ICRW & UN Women,
N.A). Since the scope of the issues
adversely affecting rural women is
huge, the following section would
throw light on addressing the political participation in governance processes, decision making at panchayat
level and creating greater agency in
rural women. The discussion would
mostly focus on strategic and effective use of existing platforms to
enhance empowerment of rural
women.
GPs as Platforms for Empowerment
of Rural Women
PRIs have the constitutional mandate of ensuring the economic development and social justice. The
Article 243 G, Part IX of the
Constitution on the devolution of
power to the panchayats has man-

dated the States to provide panchayats with autonomy, power and
authority to function efficiently as
institutions of local self-governance.
Along with the Constitutional mandate, the panchayats in India have
significant funds at their disposal to
utilise for the development of the
villages under the State Finance
Grants, Fourteenth Finance
Commission, government flagship
schemes and programmes and their
own source revenues. PRIs are also
local institutions responsible for participatory planning, resource allocation, implementing and monitoring
works and government schemes for
both Central and State Governments.
This makes panchayats a crucial
platform for action and implementation of gender responsive governance. Importantly, gram panchayats are the cutting edge level where
localisation and actualization of
SDGs can take place with the proactive participation of community
members. These are some enabling
factors that makes gram panchayats
strategic platforms for empowerment of rural women.
The handholding support and
capacity building of EWRs, potential
women candidates and those women
intending to re-contest in the elections along with strengthening participation of women in gram sabha,

women’s
collective
(SHGs,
Federations,
Monitoring
Committees) and grassroot organisations needs impetus and inclusion
in the design and implementation of
programmes. There is a strong need
for convergence of schemes and programmes implemented by the gram
panchayats towards gender equality
and empowerment. All activities and
programmes of panchayats needs
gender analysis and are to be
designed to reduce these inequalities. Engendering data collection of
panchayat level of activities and programmes needs to be an on-going
effort.
Another process that needs to be
strategically utilised is the Gram
Panchayat Development Plan
(GPDP), which is an approach to
integrated decentralised planning by
the gram panchayats. A Gendered
Approach to GPDP will ensure
meaningful participation of rural
women in local governance, decision making and enabling development of their agency and autonomy.
The integration of gender into
GPDP is not a separate or a parallel
process and it is essentially mainstreaming gender in the on-going
GPDP processes. A gender sensitive
GPDP would take into account that
men and women a) access resources
differently due to social, religious
and cultural differences and b) the
planning and the budget activities
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needs to factor in and respond to
the differential needs of different
section of the village communities
and include specific activities to
address gender inequality. The integration of gender into GPDP processes ensures that rural women
participate in the process of planning, budgeting, implementation
and monitoring of GPDP and development programmes and schemes.
The integration of gender into budgets and Participatory Rural
Techniques and developing Gender
Action Plan, well-defined gender
sensitive indicators and checklist for
GPDP would be crucial steps for
developing a gender sensitive GPDP.
This will result in gram panchayats
being supportive spaces for rural
women where they can raise critical
questions and exercise their agency
and where they meaningfully participate in the activities and programmes of the panchayats.
Supporting Gram Panchayats in
Empowering Rural Women
The issues of disempowerment and
marginalisation of rural women is
complex and needs a comprehensive and multi-sectoral gender
responsive approach. The ideas and
possible solutions suggested needs
greater support from the realm of
policies and research to further
work on empowerment of rural
women. The gram panchayats have
the potential to be effective platforms for breaking the historical
shackles of women, challenging the
deeply entrenched stereotypical
norms that relegate women only to

only domestic spaces and in roles of
home makers, caregivers and providers of labour and services in the
households. The efforts at the gram
panchayats of the PRI functionaries
also need support of the research,
policies and government institutions.
At the Policy level, efforts needs to
be focussed on advocating 50% reservation for women in PRIs of all
states and UTs, on greater fund
allocation for capacity building,
exposure visits and training of
EWRs, compliance of gender budgeting cell in government institutions and gender auditing of public
institutions. The government can
undertake gender responsive measures within their tasks of planning,
budgeting and implementation of
programmes and accountability
mechanisms. Research is another

crucial area of intervention where
evidence can be generated on the
cost of not allowing meaningful
political participation of women to
development and social justice. The
Government Institutions need to
create pathways for strengthening
capacities of government departments and PRIs to integrate gender
perspective in their activities and
interventions. There is a strong need
for institutionalisation of accountability measures at PRIs level to
ensure and monitor the participation of women and provide greater
push to decentralisation and gender
responsive governance.
A developed and socially just society can only be created with the
active participation and contribution of women and this is especially
true for India, where women constitute more than 48% of the rural
population. Gram Panchayats can
only achieve the Constitutional
mandate of social justice and economic development with participation of rural women. s

Nishtha Satyam

Programme Deputy Country
Representative
U N Women Indian (MCO)

Sashwati Mishra

Reference: i) Aajeevika & UN Women. (2014). Engendering Rural Livelihoods: Supporting Gender Responsive
Implementation of the National Rural livelihoods Mission. ii) Bhattacharyya, A. (undated). Rural Women in India:
The Invisible Lifeline of Rural Community. iii) International Centre for Research on Women and UN Women.
(undated). Concept Paper- Gender Responsive Governance.
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Self-reliant through its own
resources - Khowai GP
“Self-generated revenues keep this Panchayat Samiti prosperous and promising”

F

inancial
self-dependence has been
a moving factor for
the growth, develop-

picnics. This public park is
operated by the Panchayat.
The Panchayat has imposed nominal rates for

ment and sustainability of
the Khowai Panchyat Samiti (Intermediate Block),
which comes under Khowai district of Tripura. The
Khowai Panchayat Samiti
has set a brilliant example of “sustainable good
governance” by ensuring
self-generated sustainable
source of income to overcome the deficiency of
fund.
The Panchayat Samiti
boasts of assets such as park,
market stall, community
hall, fishery, mango garden
etc. The installation of a
park namely BANABITHI
ECO PARK has drawn the
attention of locals in the
state. Grabbing attention
from far and near, people
from different parts of the
state visit this park. The
park is a seeding ground
for community gathering,
relaxation, amusement and

entry tickets. People pay Rs
10 per person toexplore the
park and spend time in picnic spots at two sites of the
park. Major events are also
allowed, where the charge
for organising a party is set
at Rs. 500.
Another self-generating
resource sector of the Intermediate Block is Fishery. Fisheries help the
Panchayat to collect good
revenue on a repeated regular interval. The Panchayat
Samiti owns three of the
fisheries, which are given to the local people on
lease to generate revenue.
All three fisheries generate
satisfactory revenues, such
as Rs. 55,000, Rs. 52,000
and Rs. 30,000 from 3 fisheries.
To promote a community
gathering and joyous environment, the Panchayat
has constructed a commu-

nity hall for celebration of
various events and festivals. A share of Rs. 500 is
deposited by each resident
for each event.
Another
option
of
self-generating
revenue
comes from market stalls
and banks. The Panchayat
owns 12 market stalls and
they collect a rent of Rs.
1000 from each stall. Rs.
2000 is collected as rent
from the bank. Panchayat
Samiti also has many other means of short incomes
such as the mango gardens
and massive plantations.
During the financial year
2015-16, an amount of Rs.
1,000,000 was earned by the
Panchyat Samiti through
its own source of income.
The initiative taken by the
block towards increasing
of own source of income is
remarkable. It has not only
empowered the Panchyat
Samiti financially, but also
created opportunities for
local vendors to do business.
In a short span of a few
years, Khowai Panchayat
Samiti, with support from
different
development
schemes, has been able to
develop sustainable source
of revenue for itself. Standing tall on its own feet, the
Khowai Panchayat Samiti is fully poised towards
the stream of growth and
sustainable income, with a
prospect of expansion and
development all by its own
revenues. s
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Understanding the Importance of Tax Payment on Time
“Local Resource Envelope leads to prosperity, via self-made Revenue Generation”
Revenue is the crucial factor
which can make or break development initiatives in any organized community. This factor is the
central theme of L.K.P.Vandlavuru Gram Panchayat. Instead of
waiting for outside revenues and
becoming fully dependent only
on financial facilities from governmental or other institutions,
the L.K.P. Vandlavuru Gram
Panchayat decided to walk on its
own foot, and prune add-on resources from within the GP.
Result – The GP has become
a self-generating revenue model,
and local resource envelope has
come in handy both for development as well as employment generation of the residents.
Here’s how – Sources of revenue
of Panchayat include own resources, general purpose funds,
specific purpose funds on drinking water, sanitation, street light-

ing, other items, central and State
finance grants, funds for centrally
and State sponsored schemes,
and bank interest.
The local resource envelope of
the Panchayat includes house tax,
profession tax, building permission fee, private tap fees, lighting
tax, water tax, drainage tax, license fees etc.
Tax payers are sensitized for
timely payment of taxes. The
Panchayat is also using digital
Panchayat stat application for
tax payers. A steady increase has
been recorded in the mobilization
of local revenue. The Panchayat
collected 100% taxes during last
three financial years.
Additionally, the GP has committed itself towards maintaining good hygiene and proper
network of sanitation within the
communities. The GPDP (Gram
Panchayat Development Plan)

has also been utilized for activities of social welfare, such as street
lights, maintenance of roads, and
construction of general purpose
utilities.
The GP is heading towards self
sustenance methodology. Women folk within the GP are being
educated on the benefits of Local
resource generation. An inclusive
community has thus taken shape
in this GP, and eyes are set on future improvements and prosperity through sharing of resources. s

Connecting to the world from my village through e-Governance
An e-initiative of Kedarwala
Gram Panchayat, Uttarakhand
The
Kedarwala
Gram
Panchayat of Uttarakhand has
transformed into a tech savvy Gram Panchayat to enable
connectivity of people with the
outside world. While initiating,
e-services the Panchayat has
improved its own governance
and ensured fast delivery of services. Gram Panchayat has also
launched its website www.kedarawala.grampanchayat.org. The
Gram Panchayat representatives
encourages its people to provide
feedback on its initiatives on the
facebook and website. Towards
this one of the initiatives of the
Gram Panchayat was to motivate
people to get their Adhar card
for all its citizen. Similarly, for
un-employed youth skill building and counselling initiatives are
taken from time to time.
Under the Swachh Bharat Mission, the Gram Panchayat has
20 JUNE - AUGUST 2018

undertaken a number of activities ranging from awareness drive
to toilet construction and solid
and liquid waste management.
A debate competition was also
organised so as to enable people
understand about the ill-effects
and health consequences of not
adopting proper sanitation and
personal hygiene. The Gram
Panchayat is soon aimed to reach
the status of open defecation free.
Unavailability of drinking water was a huge problem for the
people. Women had to spend
a lot of time to collect water. To
overcome this problem, GP coordinated with department for
financial and technical support.
To ensure piped drinking water
availability to each household, the
Gram Panchayat constructed and
regularly maintains over-head
tank.
Another important social
movement undertaken was to
make the GP alcohol free. For

this the citizen discussion, debate
and regulatory measures are also
undertaken. The GP monitors
functioning of Anganwadi, delivery of health services to pregnant
and lactating mothers, including
immunisation and counselling by
health workers from time to time.
Gender development has been
the cornerstone of the social
sector initiatives of the Gram
Panchayat. The GP ensured that
all the girls in the age group pf
6-14 are enrolled and attend
school. Special efforts were undertaken by the GP to ensure that
people entitled to age old and
dis-ability get benefitted from the
government scheme. Similarly,
through coordination with food
security department, the GP ensured that all the eligible households get ration cards. As a recognition to the relentless efforts
undertaken, the Gram Panchayat
was awarded by the state as model Panchayat. s

3 Pond System makes village Swachh, encouraging other villages to adopt

“Changing village lives through
people's participation”

C

handsamand
Gram
Panchayat, District Karnal is a deserving example of how a visionary leader
with people participation can
use good governance to make
degraded areas resource-rich
and transform the future of its
people through empowerment
and inspiration.
Chandsamand is a village
situated in Indri Block of Karnal district with a population
of 2248 people covering 415
households.The Panchayat is
known for its efforts incurred
for the welfare and growth of
its village and the people.
The management of wastewater emerged as a major
problem with waste piling up
in all public places inviting the
protest of the public. The filthy
site of overflowing ponds and
water-logged streets due to improper disposal of waste water
was a usual scenario in their village. At this juncture, when the
Gram Panchayat was desperately searching for solutions, a
project named Three Pond System, under MGNREGA in the

sanitation sector entered into
the Village Panchayat with the
purpose to treat the grey water
and further use the same for
gardening, kitchen gardening
and irrigation purposes.
Therefore, for proper disposal of this waste water and
to use existing dirty ponds as
a resource and to compact the
emerging diseases, One of the
major activities under Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan is also the Solid and Liquid Waste management (SLWM) projects for each
Gram Panchayat (GP) with financial assistance capped for a
GP based on number of households. Therefore, it was a vital
project of national importance
as a part of Swachh Bharat Mission for the Panchayat. Apart
from solving the problem of
waste water in villages, the project provided jobs to villagers
under the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS).
Waste stabilization ponds
(WSPs) are usually the most appropriate method of domestic

wastewater treatment in villages, where land is often available
at reasonable opportunity cost
and skilled labour is in short
supply. It had multiple benefits
such as low-cost (usually leastcost), low-maintenance, highly
efficient, entirely natural and
highly sustainable. Direct solar
energy is consumed in this project, so they do not need any
electromechanical equipment,
thereby saving expenditure on
electricity and more skilled operation. The total land covered
in construction of three Ponds
was of 3 acres in total (1stPond
in 1 acre, 2nd pond in 0.5 acre
and 3rd one in 1.5 acre) in
Chandsamand village. In addition, construction cost of the
above system amounts to 15-20
lacs approximately.

How does the three
pond system work

The three-pond system, as the
name suggest, has three ponds
namely Anaerobic, Facultative and Maturation pond. The
system is designed to achieve
different forms of treatment
in upto three stages in series,
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depending on the organic
strength of the input waste and
the effluent quality objectives.
Effluent from first-stage anaerobic ponds will overflow into
secondary facultative ponds,
which comprise the second-stage of biological treatment. Following facultative
ponds, maturation ponds will
be introduced to provide tertiary treatment. The activity in
the WSP is a complex symbiosis of bacteria and algae, which
stabilizes the waste and reduces
pathogens.

70% Households to
be benefited

The treatment ponds will be
for the wastewater that comes
from the toilets, kitchens and
bathrooms and most of it contains faecal matter. This water
needs to be treated before joining the surrounding natural filter systems such as swamps so
as to produce a disposable effluent without causing harm to
the surrounding environment
and prevent pollution. With
this, sewage treatment is the
process of removing contaminants from wastewater and
household sewage, both runoff and domestic. It includes
physical, chemical and biological processes to remove these
contaminants. It caters to waste
water management of around
70% household of the village.
For the beautification of the
ponds, a green belt is developed around the pond. Besides
providing clean environment
to villagers, the three-pond
system would recharge underground water.

Challenges faced

Many obstacles were faced by
the Chandsamand Panchayat
to construct the Three Pond
System in their village. Lack of
Labour & Machinery was one
of the constraints faced by the
Sarpanch for constructing the
22 JUNE - AUGUST 2018

three pond system. It took almost a year to construct the
system using the hired labourers under MGNREGA. Lack
of Sufficient Funds was also a
hitch in this project, where the
Panchayat used its own funds
and used five lacs under the
Health Sanitation Programme
from District Commissioner Office. The major raw material includes bricks, RCC
polls, wires, PVC Pipes etc. In
addition, a Submersible Motor, bored under 180 ft. was
installed for watering small
plants planted there. The Sarpanch and Engineers handled
the above issues with pace and
successfully led the operationalization of this system.

Uplifting Rural Life

The Gram Panchayat has been
successful in its efforts towards better infrastructure,
sanitation and employment.
In case of developing the village infrastructure, Sarpanch
Chandsamand has shown progressive results. There are five
operational Chaupals in the
village which are being used
for various purposes such as
social gatherings, marriages
etc. Also, the Gram Sabhas
have put seamless and dedicated effort towards repairing roads and construction of
all pucca roads in the village.
Keeping the cleanliness campaign, Swachh Bharat Abhiyan as a priority, a provision
has been maintained for separate toilets of men & women in
these buildings. Through the
facilitation of Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan, the Panchayat has
also been successful in providing hygienic drinking water to
the families of the locality. The
construction of three pond
system was itself a source of
employment to villagers under
MGNREGA.
In terms of promoting education in the village, lots of

efforts have been made by the
Panchayat. The school serving
the village children is providing facility till Class VIII. Initiatives are being planned to extend the school till class 12th.
Also worth mentioning, seeing
the importance of sports these
days, a stadium of 8 acres is
also in the line of construction
for the school children to play
and explore their hidden talents. The school has also been
constructed from Own Resources Fund of the Panchayat.
Several facilities are provided
to the students in the school
such as RO for water purification, Invertor, Hand Pumps,
Playgrounds and even solar
panel technique is used. From
the purview of Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan, separate toilets for
girls and boys are constructed
to maintain the hygiene and
prevent several diseases from
spreading among the future
generation of the village.
It has been rightly said that
the Challenge is the pathway
to engagement and progress
in our lives. This land was
utilised by the Panchayat in
a well applaud manner in order to generate some value
and benefit out of it. 68 Acres
have been leased out, generating income of 12 lacs a year. 8
Acres of land has been utilised
for construction of Stadium, 5
Acres for school and 4 Acres
land for lease of Fishery. The
remaining land is utilised by
the panchayat for grazing by
animals and cattles.
Therefore, it can be justified to say that Chandsamand
Gram Panchayat has set an
outstanding example in their
peer Panchayats with their
marvellous dedicated efforts
in the area of development and
growth. With grit and determination, this Panchayat has
made a place for itself at the
highest level of recognition. s

Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana

Chapka GP: Developing Irrigation
Model through community Hardwork
and effort of MP
Chapka Panchayat is
situated on the banks of
Markandeya River
receiving 1500 cm of
rainfall every year.
However, more than 90
percent of the cultivable
area of the village was
unirrigated.

T

he Hon’ble MP from Lok
Sabha Shri Dinesh Kashyap adopted Chapka Gram
Panchayat from Bastar district
in Chhattisgarh under Phase I of
SAGY. Chapka Gram Panchayat
has 1 village with 1942 population and 458 households. Inspite
of receiving 1500 cm of rainfall
every year, more than 90 percent
of the cultivable area of the village
was unirrigated.

Transformation through SAGY

After this panchayat was adopted under SAGY, a series of steps
have been initiated to provide
irrigation facility for all. During
the preparation of Village Development Plan (VDP), an irrigation committee was formed
in the village comprising the
village farmers, agriculture

Chapka Gram Panchayat Bhawan
university experts, Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) Cluster Facilitation Teams
(CFTs) and Irrigation department Sub-Engineer. A comprehensive village irrigation plan
was formulated. The first part
of the plan dealt with harvesting
rainwater through construction
of contour trenches, contour
bunds, staggered trenches, percolation tanks, gabion structures, farm ponds and revival of
traditional small water harvesting structures.
The second part of the plan
dealt with forming groups and
facilitating collective actions
for lift irrigation using diesel
and electric pumps from the
river water and anicut, through
the funds from Shakhambari
scheme and BRGF. Field channel constructions in more than
200 hectares have been started
under MGNGREGA to ensure
round-the year water availability for irrigation and 15 micro
irrigation units installed. These
initiatives were undertaken
through
multi-stakeholder

collaborations and actions to
strengthen agriculture in the region. These include providing
tubewell with drip irrigation
systems and distribution of diesel and electric pumps to small
and marginal farmers. 200
farmers were trained in cropping and provided individual
farm equipment.

Payoffs of SAGY Intervention

With availability of water for
irrigation round the year, the
farmers of Chapka are now
looking forward to cultivate
food and cash crops, adopting

better cultivation methods like
SRI, organic farming, use of
better seeds and farm mechanisation. All this has been possible because of the concerted
team efforts led by the Member
of Parliament. s
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ODISHA

Ensuring good produce through traditional knowledge

Seed Mother Model
Adivasi women have been traditionally preserving and storing the seeds. They have the inherent knowledge of seed preservation.
ORRISSA identified a few resourceful women
who had inherent knowledge on the traditional
process of seed collection and preservation.

Many of the adivasi farmers
have lost diverse varieties of traditional local crops while trying
out market seeds. The local resilient crop systems got destroyed
through this process. Consultations with the community led
to the belief that the traditional
farming still holds ground.

The intervention

Adivasi women have been traditionally preserving and storing
the seeds. They have the inherent knowledge of seed preservation. ORRISSA identified a few
resourceful women who had inherent knowledge on the traditional process of seed collection
and preservation. These women
were named as Seed Mothers
and played a key role in reviving the traditional knowledge
on seed collection and preservation.

Identification of Seed Mothers

Background

Malkangiri is one of the tribal
dominated districts of Odisha. In this district, many of the
tribal farmers have lost diverse
varieties of good local crops
while trying out market seeds.
The local resilient, good-quality seeds are slowly losing their
importance, as well as getting
destroyed due to improper management and less focus of the
Government. The dependency
of small and marginal farmers
on market seeds is increasing
day by day, adding more investment to their farming.
26
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ORRISSA is an NGO that
has been promoting improved
agricultural practices, based
on modern farming approaches, in the villages of Malkangiri
and Kandhamal district. Slowly
they realized that the market
seeds could not yield any sustainable results in these remote
tribal pockets. The improved
varieties sometimes do not suit
the climatic variation of the locality. They also add to the costs
in terms of pesticides and fertilizers, leading to the small and
marginal farmers falling into the
trap of food insecurity.

In tribal areas, there are women
who not only have knowledge of
traditional seeds, but who also
keep varieties of local seeds.
They are identified from each
village as Seed Mothers, who
then mobilize the community
at the village level and also gather knowledge from their fellow
farmers.

Crop plan with seed mapping

Seed mothers organize annual
village-level seed mapping at
the cluster level, consisting of
3-4 villages. The seeds available
with the farmers are also listed
through the process. Once seed
and land types are identified, the
families choose the right kind
of crops and seeds they would
grow on their land.

"Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojna (MKSP)
was introduced as a sub component of Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana- National Rural Livelihood
Mission (DAY-NRLM). MKSP focuses on Women’s centrality in livelihood domain and therefore
aims to provide direct and indirect support to
enable them to achieve sustainable agriculture
production”

Shri Amarjeet Sinha

Secretary, Min of Rural Development
and Panchayati Raj

Biodiversity mapping

Biodiversity mapping is a community-led process where local
natural resources are displayed
as per the production in different seasons. The farmers not
only display them but also assert
the value associated with them.

Seed multiplication

Crop planning with seed mapping and biodiversity mapping
generates the need for such valuable seeds. Though seed exchange
continues to be an intense engagement undertaken by the Seed
Mothers, the village selects willing
farmers to first multiply the seeds,
which will then be exchanged
with fellow farmers in the village.
The women's group in the village
sets up seasonal nurseries to raise
vegetable seedlings to help families multiply the seeds.

Seed preservation

Community knowledge on seed
storage is further strengthened by
the adoption of shared knowledge
and group adoption of practices. In an example of a traditional
approach to store seeds, paddy
seeds stored in bamboo baskets
are painted with a paste of soil and
cow dung to ward off insects. The
container is then air-sealed and
the top of the basket is secured
with a sealing of straw with mud
and cow dung. The semi-perishable pulse seeds are stored with
a mix of local herbal leaves and
firewood dust to retain the moisture of the seeds and protect them

Food festival
The seed mothers lead the village-level food festivals with fellow
women and men folk. The women cook various recipes using
the seasonal food sources around the habitation. This effort is
aimed at asserting the traditional food identity of the tribal clan.
The women serve food to all and engage in discussions around
cultivated and un-cultivated food sources.
1. The free exchange of
resources and knowledge
takes this intervention to a
level where disadvantaged
communities can adapt
its principles. It has been
noted that where opportunities are limited, the
communities are more resilient.
2. Local seeds enable free
exchange of seeds and
do not make the farmers
dependent upon market
seeds.
3. Millet-based mixed
crops are revived on dry
lands, which provide mineral-rich staple food even
during extreme climatic
conditions, as the local
seeds are resilient to climate change effects.
4. Seed Mothers are now
from pests.

Scalability

This is a very good method for
increasing crop diversification
through conservation and multiplication of indigenous seeds.

being invited along with
the young Community
Resource Persons to train
farmers in other locations
to teach sustainable farming practices based on ecological farm principles.
Being a Seed Mother though is a
voluntary activity that can be later moved to an enterprise model
ensuring availability of good quality seeds in the local area at lower
prices. s
JUNE - AUGUST 2018

27

An Enterprise of 500 women
combined efforts - THENNALA AGRO
FARMERS PRODUCER COMPANY LTD.
Women are being Self-reliant in Paddy cultivation; setting an
example for others
Thennala is a village in Mallapuram district of Kerala. Thennala turning out to be known for
its good quality rice, which is produced and marketed by Thennala Agro Farmers Producer Company Ltd. The Producer Company came into existence on September 09, 2015. It
is owned by the farmer members of Joint Liability Groups (JLGs) and the Neighbourhood
Groups (NHGs) in Thennala Panchayat of Mallapuram district. The producer company is
involved in production, processing and marketing of good quality organic rice under the
brand name of "Thennala rice". The members of the producer company believe that Thennala Agro Producers Company Ltd. provides an ecosystem where producers, farmers,
markets and professionals come together, work and make efforts to do an effective and
fair business where community benefits.
Origin and Evolution of the Enterprise

Initially, Garima Farmer's Group was promoted by Kudumbashree, the State Rural
Livelihoods Mission of Kerala as a Joint
Liability Group (JLG). The objective was
to facilitate the production and processing
of paddy and sale of rice and rice products
instead of selling paddy. Then, the farmers were selling their produce to wholesale
traders and it was named as Thennala rice. It
was quite in demand, yet it was not branded
and hence was not able to command premium price. The farmers were left with no
choice but to sell their hard grown harvest
to the middlemen and suppliers at low rates.
Thennala Panchayat had received some
production related machinery from the
state government under the 'Haritha Mallappuram Project', which in turn had been
given to the JLG group. Mallappuram District Mission suggested the panchayats to
utilise the above machinery to cultivate rice
in the individual farms. The seeds were provided by Krishi Bhawan. 10 CDS members
were organised into a group and 14 acres of
land was taken on lease by the panchayat.
28
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Though the project was begun
with great enthusiasm, due to a
sudden attack of leeches many
members withdrew themselves
from the farming venture. Finally 4 members were left with
but determined to go forward.
The group started farming in a
fourteen-acre patch of unused
paddy land, using mundakan
paddy seed, which was normally cultivated in paddy fields
at Palakkal. This turned out to
be a success. Part of the harvest was shared amongst the
member farmers and the rest
was stored at a rented house.
The paddy stored at the storage
house was sold to Supply company. Irrespective of getting the
payments for the paddy coming
after one year, the group went
ahead with their enterprise
business.
Ms. Yasmin Arimbra, the
chairperson of the CDS of
Thennala led this group with
a strong belief that they would
succeed in the venture. It was
her determination that motivated other women to join and
pave the path for the 'rice revolution'. This model became convincing for other JLGs to show
their interest to do paddy cultivation. Consequently, more
members joined together to
cultivate 236 acres of land within a short span of time. The rice
cultivated was now branded as
'Thennala Kudumbasree Rice'.
The women farmers united and decided in a collective
panchayat to form a company
of their own. A producer company with 500 members was
formed with the aim of acting on their own. The major
activities that were visualised
involved procuring organic
paddy, processing it as rice and
various rice products on competitive rates.
The district mission and the
banks welcomed the producer
company and offered loans to

the members. Later, a producer
company, Thennala Agro Producer Company was launched
linking the JLGs. Thennala
Agro Producer Company Ltd.
was incorporated as a producer
company.

The Enterprise and Business
Model

Thennala Agro Farmers Producer Company Ltd. is a single unit enterprise having 500
farmer producers as member
beneficiaries. The main activities of Thennala Agro Farmers
Producer Company Ltd. includes the procurement, processing of paddy into rice and
rice products; marketing of
organic rice and rice products
through home shops and melas
conducted by Kudumbashree
and other agencies

The Paddy Production and
Procurement

The members cooperate mutually and work on labour
sharing basis on each others
fields mainly in paddy seedbed
preparation and transplanting
of paddy saplings, as these are
labour intensive processes and
to minimise cash expenses on
labour. High transportation
charges on hired-tractors, lack
of electricity supply force farmers to use diesel pumps for irrigation adding to the cost.
The Thennala producer company members cultivates paddy
in five paddy fields in Marakkaddapam, Vaalakkulam Paadam,
Apla Paadam, Paalakal Paadam
and Eranjippadam. They sow
six varieties of paddy namely
Uma, Aiswarya, Siyon, Njavara,
Jyothi and Ponni. The Thennala
rice is cultivated using organic
substances like natural manure
and vermicompost and with absolutely no use of any chemical
fertilisers. They have applied to
get the organic certification too
for their product.
The producer company pro-

cures paddy directly from Joint
Liability Groups (JLGs), collects it and sends it to the rice
mill for further processing like
dehusking, grading and polishing. The producer company
then packages rice in 2 kg, 5
kg and 1 0 kg packs under the
brand 'Thennala Rice'. They are
also trying to venture into value
added products like rice flakes,
rice bran, payasam rice, broken
rice etc. Currently, the rice is
sold at a rate of Rs. 50 per kilogram. The product prices get
fixed by the Board of Directors
of the producer company.

Financing

The producer company is financed through the share capital of Rs. 5 Lakhs by 500 members, individually members
paid a share value of Rs. 1000,
Rs. 10 Lakhs support came
from NABARD and financial
support of Rs 1 0 Lakhs was
provided by Kudumbashree.

Marketing, Sales and Profits

The Thennala producer company is selling their products
through local retail stores, retail
provision shops, local individual buyers and at fairs such as
Bangalore Agri Fair. Kudumbashree also buys Thennala rice
for their different programmes
running in the state of Kerela,
various natural healing centers
and Ayurveda Kendras are procuring rice from the producer
company. Naturopathy centre
in Thirur is buying Thennala
JUNE - AUGUST 2018
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rice regularly. A few organic
stores are also buying Thennala
rice. The company has already
made tie-ups with many agencies across the state for marketing rice and rice products. The
products are in demand even
from outside the country.

Issues and Challenges

The Thennala Agro Farmers
Producer Company Ltd. is
facing many challenges and
issues. The challenges involve
high operational costs and excess overheads including lack
of proper marketing strategies,
lack of access to technology,
lack of standardised packaging
and branding systems, poor infrastructure specially for warehousing or storage of paddy and
packed rice, high expenditures
incurred on rented godown
which is too far from farmers
and milling charges for paddy
processing, lack of managerial
skills. Earlier they were giving
paddy husk and bran to mills
for free. The producer company
has decided to sell the paddy
husk and bran to support their
revenues.

Governance

In Thennala Agro Farmers Producer Company Ltd. there are
126 JLGs in the producer company. By joining 10-15 JLGs, a
cluster is formed and each cluster has one secretary and one
president. Every cluster has a
director. There are 10 directors

for the producer company. Directors' tenure is for 3 years. Director is elected in general body
of the producer company. The
Thennala Producer Company
operates through committees,
which are constituted for procurement of paddy, for marketing of rice and for overall
management of the producer
company.

Training and Capacity Building

The training and capacity building of the women members was
taken up by Kudumbashree
under Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana (MKSP).
In future, it is felt that regular
training and capacity building programmes and exposure
visits would be required to be
organised for the members and
office bearers of the producer
company. In addition, the producer company office bearers
can be trained in managerial
aspects like financial accounting, human resource management, MIS and IT.

Future Plans

The company plans to establish
a paddy seed bank in Thennala village and cultivate some
more local paddy varieties for
seed bank. The seeds will help
paddy farmers to maintain the
quality of paddy. Also, company plans to launch a new baby
food product with Navarra Rice
Flour and Banana. It has plans
to launch a new Breakfast Cereal, a value added product with
major ingredients as organic
Aval rice and dry fruits.

Implications

The Thennala producer company is providing livelihoods
and regular income to 500
member producers and leading their lives towards betterment. They wish to build their
own infrastructure for storage,
processing, packaging and facilities for training and capacity
30
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Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
Mahatma Gandhi always
highlighted the importance
of villages and spoke about
‘Gram Swaraj’. A transformation of villages would
ensure a transformation of
India: PM Modi
Pradhan
mantri Awwas Yojana
– Gramin
Deendayal
Antyodya Yojna
Rashtriya Gramin
Aajeevika Mission
Village development plan
Bharat ki
panchayat main
parivartan karta –
Andhra Pradesh
Ek SHG neta
ki safalta
ki kahani
– Andhra
Pradesh
Sadhbhawna ki
raah – Maharashtra
Abarsingh
Panchayat,
Odisha
A success story of
a B.Tech. Engineer
- Rajasthan

building. The arrangements of
investment capital and working
capital needs to be addressed to
realise their full potential. s

Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojna

Converting village into Pink
Joranda for better life

J

orandajharia
Gram
Panchayat is made of two
largely tribal villages in the
Chhattisgarh - Odisha border.
The GP is situated 25 km away
from block headquarter Farsabahar and 107 km away from
district headquarter Jashpur.
Jorandajhariya Gram Panchayat
has 2 villages with 1451 population and 285 households. The
Hon’ble former Rajya Sabha MP
from Chhattisgarh, Shri Nand
Kumar Sai adopted the village
under SAGY in December 2014
had decided to convert their
Village into Pink Joranda and
guided its all-round development.
Once a Doctor visited the
SAGY village and informed
that Pink is the sign of Healthy
village and today the whole village has adopted pink as their
color. It has become a people's
movement ever since it was
chosen. Jorandajharia in Jashpur district of Chhattisgarh falls
under schedule V of the Indian
constitution where PESA, 1996
is in force.

Transformation through SAGY
Hon’ble MP and district ad-

The Hon’ble former Rajya Sabha MP from Chhattisgarh, Shri Nand Kumar Sai adopted the village under
SAGY in December 2014 had decided to convert their
Village into Pink Joranda and guided its all-round
development.
ministration has made frequent
visits to review the progress.
The works from the VDP that
are completed are all major
ones, bringing significant progress in the daily life of villagers. The GP has performed exceptionally in effecting positive
behavioural change through the
collective efforts of Hon’ble MP,
district administration and the
local community. On the previous Independence Day, people
vowed to inspire 15 other villages to become addiction free and
ODF by the next year. The villagers are now engaging themselves in spreading the message
of de-addiction and ODF in the
neighbouring panchayats. The
GP has devised internal mechanisms for resolving village level
disputes.
Their houses, toilets are
painted in pink and women
wear pink sarees to contribute

towards what they call their village as as ‘Pink Joranda’. They
have made their panchayat
ODF, addiction free, sampurna sakshar, sampurna suposhit
and have achieved many such
milestones. The GP has become
a role model for nearby villages and the best practices of Jorandajharia are being adopted
in those Gram Panchayats.

Impact

Once, a backward and underdeveloped village, Jorandajharia,
after the adoption as a SAGY GP,
has now become ‘Pink Joranda’
with people choosing to paint
all the buildings pink in colour
which in their culture stands for
unity, happiness, prosperity and
development. In terms of community-led social development,
Pink Joranda has become a true
adarsh gram for neighbouring
villages to emulate.s
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People's Empowerment:

Mobile Applications in MoRD

T

he strategic use of
ICT enables the
departments and
associated stakeholders
to improve the existing
program models and introduce new ways of delivering each program
specific information to
all public/citizens. To
promote accountability,
transparency and fairness, the Ministry of
Rural Development has
developed and launched
citizen centric mobile applications for information
awareness thereby empowering and enabling
the rural poor to moni-
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tor and perform audit of
the progress made with
respect to correctness of
information,
functioning and delivery of each
scheme at all times.
Major initiatives taken
towards this include the
below:

to provide feedback about
assets that have been
created under the programme.

“AwaasApp”
Mobile App for
PMAY-G
Rural

Housing

mobile

“Janmgnrega”
Citizen-centric Mobile
App for MGNREGAs
The Janmanrega App further enhances the application of GeoMGNREGA.
It is a Citizen-centric Mobile Application (CCMA)
used as an instrument for
information flow to and
from ground-level, which
will connect citizens with
the system. Beta Version
of this Android Application is now available at
Ministry’s
MGNREGA
website that will allow
locating Geotagged Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme’s (MGNREGS) Assets on Indian
Space Research Organisation’s (ISRO) Bhuvan
Map Interface along with
their attributes and two
photographs using an
Android mobile phone.
Citizens will also be able

application is an android
based App which can
be directly used by any
PMAY-G beneficiary or
his/her representative to
report the physical progress of house under construction in order to obtain next installment of
financial assistance.
App can also be used
by designated PMAY-G
house inspectors to inspect the houses constructed under PMAY-G

or other rural housing
schemes which are monitored through AwaasSoft
(Rural Housing e-gov
solution of MoRD). This
App is available on Google Play and App Store.

“Meri Sadak”
Mobile App for
PMGSY

their feedback regarding
pace of works, quality
of works etc. of PMGSY
roads to the Nodal Departments in the State
Governments / National
Rural Roads Development Agency (NRRDA).

“Meri Sadak” is a mobile
app to enable users to give

ing PMGSY will provide
an interim response to the
user. This App is available
on Google Play.

The user can take photographs at the site and submit along with feedback.
After submission of
feedback, the user can
monitor the redressal of
his / her feedback through
this app. The respective
State Quality Coordinators (SQCs) of the Nodal
Department implement-

Gram Samvad Mobile Application
Realizing the dream of our Prime Minister to
make sure proper ‘information and directions’ flow
between the last man standing and government, one
important step has been taken by launching the mobile
app “Gram Samvaad”. It is a citizen-centric mobile
app, created to serve and empower the rural citizens
to the level that now they can access almost all information regarding the schemes for rural development,
and based on that they can question the claims of local
government units. It is a window into the details of various Rural Development programs at Gram Panchayat level.

“KAUSHAL PANJEE”
Mobile App for DDUGKY program
Kaushal Panjee is an Android based Mobile App
which can be used by
rural youth between age
group of 15 to 45 years
where the youth can register himself/herself for
training based on his/her
choice of skill upgradation through DDUGKY
and RSETI programme
of MoRD. s

JUNE - AUGUST 2018

33

Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY)

Inspirational stroies of Successful Women
Realizing the dream to become a Trainer of DDUGKY program and help
poor girls and needy youth- Ms. Sonu Mandhare
Ms. Sonu Mandhare, belongs to
Kolar village of Nagpur district.
Her family was very poor. She
had to leave her studies after 12th
Standard, as her father was not
able to afford her monthly educational expenses and other expenses. There are five members in her
family, in which her father was
the sole breadwinner. He works
in a fishing farm as a daily wager
and earning only Rs. 3,500/- per
month.
After getting trained under
DDU-GKY program at training
center run by M/s Dhatri foundations, Sonu was placed in M/s Me-

gus Customer Dialog Solutions,
Hyderabad. Initially, her basic
salary was Rs. 7800/-. However,
due to her dedication towards
work and good communication

skills, her salary increased in a
short span of time. Currently she
is drawing salary of Rs. 10,000/per month excluding her monthly
sales incentives, which is ranging
from Rs. 15,000/- to 22,000/- per
month. At Present, she is financially supporting her family for
daily needs and saving money
for education. She is supporting
her parents in fulfillment of their
basic requirements. Her Dream
is to become a Trainer of DDUGKY program, so that she can help
poor girls and needy youth like
her by sharing her success story of
hard work. s

Revti is earning Rs. 20,000 per month and helping her
parents for a better lifestyle
Ms. Revti belongs to Jaitpur village of Sagar district,
Madhya Pradesh. Her family
was very poor, with 9 Siblings.
All 9 were “sisters”. Her father’s earning was not enough,
therefore she was not able to
complete her studies after 12th
class. To support her family,
she started to search for job
but without having skill and
proper training, she was not
able to get a job to help her
parents.
Her father was a farmer &
his annual income was less
than Rs. 35000/-, which was
not sufficient to fulfill basic
requirements of his family.
The quality training of
Hospitality (Food and Bev34
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erages) under DDUGKY,
helped her to get the dream
job. Her career was started
with a monthly salary of Rs.
7000/- in a Japanese company, named as Yazaki at Dhayla, Ahmedabad. In the same
organization, she got promo-

tion and her salary was also
enhanced from Rs. 7,000 to
10,000/- per month. Apart
from the job, she used to provide guidance to the local
village girls, who were desiring to have a job in big cities like her. To look after her
parents and siblings, she came
back to Indore and at present, she is running her own
business as an Independent
Distributor in Dynamic Fashion Industry (Indore) and
promoting garment business
through online marketing by
Direct Sale. Currently, she is
earning Rs. 20,000 per month
and helping her parents for a
better lifestyle. s

Sushri Uma Bharti
Cabinet Minister
Drinking Water
& Sanitation

Make a collective effort to make your
village the cleanest in the country and
take part in the Swachh
Survekshan - Gramin 2018.

SUCCESS STORIES

Pune village communities open their household toilets to Wari pilgrims
Impact
The CEO, Zilla Parishad (ZP)
Pune, Mr. Suraj Mandhare
has made an innovative appeal to the village communities. He requested all private
households on the pilgrimage routes to offer their private toilets, for the use of
these pilgrims making it hassle-free for them.

P

eople from homes along
the route of the famous
Wari pilgrimage route in
Pune of Maharashtra, are opening up their toilets for the use
of pilgrims during their 15-day
travel, their destination being
Pandharpur.
The Palkhi or procession
which is a 333 year old glorious
tradition of Maharashtra, observed across the state begins this
year on July 6, 2018 and ends on
22nd July, 2018. Over 10 lakh
pilgrims or Warkaris normally
join this procession from within
the state and outside.
The annual pilgrimage culminates in Pandharpur, the seat of
the Hindu god Vithoba. In honour of the deity, the palanquin

processions carry foot prints
of the saints Dnyaneshwar and
Tukaram.
During the 250 km walk,
the travelers normally make
15 halts on each of the routes in
certain villages. It is common for
residents of those villages to offer
food and refreshment. During
the last two years, as a part of the
Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen
(SBM-G) campaign more than
two lakh toilets were built across
the district. Even though community toilets numbering 500
were set up on one route and 700
on the second route, they were
never adequate to meet the requirement of the masses on their
long walk. The challenge each
year was enormous.
However, this year will be different. The CEO, Zilla Parishad
(ZP) Pune, Mr. Suraj Mandhare
has made an innovative appeal
to the village communities. He

requested all private households
on the pilgrimage routes to offer their private toilets, most of
which were constructed under
the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan during the last 2 years for the use
of these Warkaris (pilgrims). A
white flag has been set up on
every toilet to indicate that it is
freely available for the use of the
weary travelers.
The appeal was made through
block officials, gram sevaks and
schools teachers, the message
also carried in newspapers and
through posters.
Surprisingly,
the
gram
panchayats also passed resolutions to that effect.
The procession is certainly colourful with people carrying red
and yellow flags. Hence the flags
pointing to toilets are white – so
they stand apart.
With people opening their
homes to the visitors, the number of toilets offered will definitely exceed the number of
community toilets available. In
addition, most of the arrangements on the Palkhi route such
as water supply and health facilities have been completed by
the Zilla Parishad Pune administration. Further, the ZP office
has introduced the provision
of medical aid through motorcycles for quicker access and a
control room has been set up to
operate day and night. s
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Sonbhadra takes Swachhta Sanklap;
To constructs 50,000 toilets in a month

Before the onset of monsoon
which can slow down construction of toilets and pace
of other work pertaining
to Swachh Bharat Mission
Grameen, the district of Sonbhadra in Uttar Pradesh has
commenced a campaign to
construct 50,000 toilets in a

largest district of UP with a
sizeable tribal population and
weaker sections have played a
key role, while contributing to
a mass movement to end open
defecation once and for all.
Over the last three years,
over 1.5 lakh toilets were
constructed, taking sanita-

brings challenges such as water logging which make it difficult to dig pits. Additionally,
snake bites and accidents are
common when people go out
to defecate in the rainy season.
Campaign Strategy: The
target for the campaign was

month.
The campaign titled, ‘Ab
ki barsaat, izzat ghar ke saat,’
translated ‘enjoy the rains,
with a toilet (house of pride)’
that began on 5th June, 2018
ended on 5th July, 2018. The
momentum built up during
this campaign will help the
district achieve open defecation free (ODF) status by 15th
August, 2018, well before the
state target of 2nd October,
2018.
According to Chief Development Officer, Mr. Sunil
Kumar Varma, the various
behaviour change campaigns
conducted in this second

tion coverage from 33% to
70%. This was a remarkable
achievement.
Nonetheless,
just 342 revenue villages out
of the total 1379 were ODF on
5th June.
In preparation for the campaign, the district administration got on board women
SHGs, school students, anganwadi workers, ANMs to
spread awareness about sanitation, health and education.
The campaign is vital considering that the pace of toilet
construction in Sonbhadra
had been sluggish during the
summer owing to scarcity of
water.
However, monsoon

to dig one lakh pits and cover them up before heavy
rains commence. It involved
shramdaan by government
officials and motivation by
public representatives. Ahead
of the campaign, sanction
letters were issued to beneficiaries before starting work,
to motivate them and build
their faith in the system. Also,
Swachhta Shapaths and Swachh Monsoon Chaupals were
held in the presence of Public
Representatives. Active participation of Women SHGs,
AWWs, ANMs and various
Religious Groups like Shiv
Charcha was sought through
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orientation programmes. Further, to motivate and ensure
active involvement, Samman
Samaroh (honouring of outstanding workers) was organized. District and village level
officials were involved for regular and effective monitoring.

Activities:

The campaign saw several social media campaigns through
Facebook and Twitter, even
as wall paintings, posters and
banners on the safe sanitation
practices were installed at public spaces to build awareness
among the communities. To

drive home the sanitation message, Rath yatra with the use of
LED vans and nukkad naataks
were used for effective communication. Further, a comic
series called Swachhata Didi
was developed and distributed to encourage hygiene, toilet
construction and usage among
school children; while radio,
print and electronic media were
used to promote the campaign.
Swachhata oaths were administered at all Monsoon Chaupals to spread awareness on the
importance of sanitation, education and health. Efforts were
made to construct the maxi-

mum number of toilets through
issue of Sweekriti Patras.
The Campaign was linked
to World Yoga Day and World
Environment Day. It was motivating for the government
authorities to see such great
enthusiasm among citizens.
Huge public participation ensures sustainability of government campaigns. The District
Administration aims to carry
on the momentum generated,
throughout the monsoon. The
event can also be replicated
in other aspirational districts
and districts lagging in toilet
coverage. s

How Sikkim is ensuring ODF-Sustainability, ODF-Quality
The north-eastern state of
Sikkim was the first state to
be declared open defecation

tion in waste creation.
“Sanitation is a State subject
and it is incumbent upon us

free (ODF) on 27th May, 2016.
To sustain the ODF status, the
state has been issuing notifications from time to time that
make it mandatory for every
household to have a sanitary
toilet for the use of the family
while coming down hard on
plastic and propagating reduc-

to maintain the Open Defecation Free (ODF) status. This
also being an obligatory duty
of the local bodies, it is hereby
requested to all the PRI members, Districts, Blocks and
GPUs level officials/functionaries to make a collective effort
towards sustaining the ODF

status. Slipbacks, if any should
be invariably corrected solely
utilizing the resources available
with the PRIs,” a circular issued
by the Rural Management and
Development Department of
the Government of Sikkim,
Gangtok, said on 1st June 2016.
Further, a notification was
attached to the circular, with
various amendments to the
Sikkim Panchayat (Amendment) Act, 2005. This makes it
mandatory for every home to
have a toilet.
The state government has
also been initiating various
measures to manage waste and
maintain a clean environment.
Having found huge quantities
of disposable Styrofoam and
other disposable items in municipal waste both in bazaars
and rural areas, it has issued a
notification pointing out that
such products are environmental hazard and occupy much
space in their landfill. It also
said that it was not healthy to
eat very hot items in the Styrofoam containers.
Another notification issued
by the Government of Sikkim
on 19th May, 2016 related to
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the rampant use of packaged
drinking water during departmental meetings and functions, which not only created
a huge quantity of garbage but
added to the burden of the
landfill.
“In order to reduce creation
of garbage in the form of used
drinking water plastic bottles,
it is notified that the packaged
drinking water bottles may not
be used during any government meetings or functions,”
the notification said.
As an alternative, it suggested and encouraged all departments to use filtered water
or water from large reusable

Impact

Any person wanting
to avail a government
grant or benefit had
to produce a certificate from the concerned Gram Vikas
Adhikari, indicating
that he/she has a
functional sanitary
toilet in their home.
water dispensers or to use reusable water bottles in government functions.

Yet another notification was
issued way back in February
2015 with the objective of
ensuring that all households
had access to toilets, whether
constructed with government
funding or on their own. “…it
is compulsory for a household
to have a functional sanitary
toilet for availing any kind of
grants/benefits from the government,” it said. As per this
clause, any person wanting to
avail a government grant or
benefit had to produce a certificate from the concerned
Gram Vikas Adhikari, indicating that he/she has a functional
sanitary toilet in their home. s

Kerala launches the first biogas plant
under GOBAR-Dhan

The southern state of Kerala has
taken the lead by setting up the
country’s first bio-gas plant under
the GOBAR-Dhan scheme. The
Thuruthi waste treatment plant
in Pappinissery Gram Panchayat
of Kannur district will treat bio
waste collected from public spaces, including community and
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commercial spaces such as markets.
GOBAR-Dhan (Galvanizing
Organic Bio Agro Resources
Dhan) Scheme has been conceptualized with an aim to convert
waste into bio energy, gas and
compost which would not only
benefit the people but also main-

tain cleanliness in the villages.
The new plant in Kannur has
a capacity of treating 1000 kg of
waste per day. As far as technology is concerned, Nisargruna biogas technology devised by BARC
(Bhabha Atomic Research Centre) has been used at the plant.
It is expected that around 25

Cubic Metre of biogas will be obtained from the plant as a by-product. The gas will be used as boiler
fuel in the adjoining chicken waste
rendering plant.
Bio-gas, the most common form
of bio-fuel, is a clean form of energy and can be obtained from cattle
dung, poultry droppings, crop residue, kitchen waste, etc.
Gobar-Dhan will benefit rural

people in general and women in
particular as it would improve both
health and village cleanliness. The
initiative will support recovery of
biodegradable waste and convert it
into a rich resource, while providing
economic benefits to farmers and
households.
Biogas is the fuel of the future
and has the power to heal the earth,
it is said. In terms of benefits, with

bio-degradable waste from all
homes and markets channelled to
the treatment plan, cleanliness of
the villages will be ensured. In addition, the Gram Panchayats will receive additional revenue in the form
of biogas, bio-fuel and bio-slurry.
This will significantly enhance agricultural productivity, while contributing to skill development and
creating many job opportunities. s

Calling bell creates awareness for
Swachh Bharat
Impact

Dakshina Kannada has
achieved the open defecation free (ODF) status
on 20th September,
2016. This message
conveyed through the
calling bell in offices
and at homes will
ensure that behaviour
change is sustained
and there is no slippage.
A Kannada poem composed
by Dr. M R Ravi, CEO-Zilla
Panchayat of Dakshina Kannada
in Karnataka has formed the lyrics of a swachhata song that was
converted into several jingles
and synchronized to doorbells
by students of Sahyadri College
of Engineering and Management.
Clearly, the jingles appeal to
people to do away with the practice of open defecation, shun
plastic, segregate waste at source
and call for maintaining cleanliness of the surroundings. Each
of the 30 second jingles is based
on a different theme.

The Swachh Bharat calling
bell was first introduced at the
Zilla Panchayat office. Visitors
would hear it when the CEO or
the president of the ZP pressed
the switch in their chambers,
signaling for visitors to enter.
Further, several homes in
Kallige village have installed
the swachhata calling bell. “We
hope the calling bell will serve
as a constant reminder about
cleanliness,” Dr. Ravi said.
Dakshina Kannada and Udupi are among the 46 districts in
the country, and the only two in
Karnataka, that bagged the Central Government’s Swachhatha
Darpan award on the third an-

niversary of the Swachh Bharath
Mission (Gramin) on October 2,
2017.
Dakshina
Kannada
has
achieved the open defecation
free (ODF) status on 20th September, 2016. This message conveyed through the calling bell in
offices and at homes will ensure
that behaviour change is sustained and there is no slippage.
“We want to inculcate the
right values amongst our younger generation and ensure that
cleanliness becomes a part of
our life and culture,” Dr. Ravi
added.
As far as other SBM-G initiatives are concerned, the dynamic CEO has ensured that all the
2000 plus schools which cater
to about 3.2 lakh students in the
district observe ‘Sanitation Day’
each Saturday when one period
is set aside for sanitation. Swachh Shanivara begins with an
anecdote on cleanliness that is
read out during assembly. An
indoor or outdoor activity follows and can include competitions or shramdaan. Involving
teachers and students, the activity has had a good response so
far.
In the pipeline are plans
to reach out to 30,000 mothers who visit the anganwadis.
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Currently, there are as many as
2104 angawadis of which 1600
are located in the rural areas.
An awareness programme on
hygiene and sanitation is held at
the anganwadis every Saturday.
Another intervention has to
do with the highways. Around

36 of the district’s Gram
Panchayats are located in and
around three national highways
of Dakshina Kannada. As people passing through those highways are in the habit of dumping
garbage on the roadsides, the
district administration has put

in place a task force to watch
out for perpetrators and impose
fines on them.
Listen to Swachhata song:
http s : / / d r ive. go o g l e. c om /
file/d/1quA1TE_y09wuo3YK 4 5 u - Kj 2 z 1 E R A Z X x N /
view?usp=sharings

Interactive folk art conveys sanitation message
Communicating the benefits of
toilet usage is critical to bringing about the desired behaviour change. It is more so when
changing mindset of people for
whom defecating in the open
has been a traditional practice,
followed through the ages. Ms
Sweta Mohanty IAS, the district
administrator of Wanaparthy
district of Telangana has hit upon
a traditional folk art form as a
highly effective medium to communicate the sanitation (Swachhata) message to the people of the
district.
Palle Suddulu – Interactive
folk art: Palle Suddulu is one
such popular art form of Telangana that features a narrative
format wherein every character
introduces him or herself to the
audience by commenting upon
his/her own deeds, in the form of
songs and dialogues in their local tongue. It helps the audience
to engage emotionally to such an
extent and immerse in the theatre
assuming the play to be a real situation of the village.
In this case, the district administration had earlier provided an orientation to help the folk
artistes prepare content that is
both relevant to the context, and
that which effectively conveys
the need to build and use toilets
and follow safe sanitation practices. The district administration
has planned one performance a
day at a new Gram Panchayat.
Palle Suddulu has been an effective IEC tool which is assisting the district administration
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in raising demand for toilets
and transforming the villages
into “Swachh Villages”. Of late,
this IEC tool along with other
IPC initiatives such as Vigi-

2nd 2018.
Vigilance Committees: The
district administration has also
put in place vigilance committees in all GPs involving a few

lance Committees has helped
in self declaration of 50 Gram
Panchayats as ODF on the eve
of the celebration of Telangana
State Formation Day on June

village level functionaries, people representatives and active
community members. These
committees engage in IPC activities on a daily basis with the
open defecators. Such action of
the committees has impacted
the village community so positively that they have started
immersing voluntarily in the
activities of the committees for
the greater good of the village.
Community engagement in sanitation as a prime motto, the district is planning to make 100%
sanitation accessible by building
another 23,000 toilets in a couple of months. s

Impact

The district administration
has also put in place vigilance committees in all GPs
involving a few village level
functionaries, people representatives and active community members. These
committees engage in IPC
activities on a daily basis
with the open defecators.

Co-treatment in waste stabilization ponds:

Do you
know
There are different types of
technologies used for Faecal Sludge Management as
under:

Waste Stabilization Ponds
(WSPs) are made up of many
ponds with varying depths
and retention times. WSPs
can be used for co-treatment
of wastewater with the effluent following solid-liquid
separation of Faecal Sludge
in settling-thickening tanks.

Deep row entrenchment:

Deep row entrenchment in-

modules such as decanting
tank, vertical and horizontal
baffle reactors/filters, constructed wetlands, polishing
pond, sludge drying yard,
biogas plant, co-composting
etc. The major difference
between STP and FSTP is
percentage of sludge content.
Percentage of sludge content
is higher from the waste collected from the septic tank/
pits, whereas sludge content
in sewage is very low often
less than 0.01%.

Trenching:

Use of trenching for disposing faecal sludge is an
age-old technology in India
as well as various countries.
These trenches may be shallow or deep trenches. Mostly,
shallow trenches are used for
tree plantation.

Co-composting of faecal
sludge:

Use of micro-organisms
to breakdown or decompose
organic matter under controlled aerobic conditions is
composting. The end product of this method yields
matter which can be utilized
as a soil conditioner. Cocomposting on the other
hand involves controlled aerobic degradation of organic
waste using more than one
feedstock (faecal sludge and
organic solid waste).

volves digging deep trenches
and filling them with sludge
and covering them with soil
and then planting trees on
the top. Such a technology
can only be used where there
is adequate land.

Establishing FSTPs:

A FSTP (Faecal Sludge
Treatment Plant) is a combination of various technical treatment modules that
are arranged serially or parallel to treat both solid and
liquid waste in the septage.
There are various treatment

GOBAR-DHAN to promote
wealth & energy from
waste

GOBAR
(Galvanizing
Organic
Bio-Agro
Resources)-DHAN
scheme
aims to positively impact
village cleanliness and generate wealth and energy from
cattle and organic waste. It
will also create new rural
livelihood opportunities and
enhance income for farmers
and other rural people.
The
GOBAR-DHAN
scheme, focus on keeping
villages clean and increasing
the income of rural households. s
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Swachhta Kalash Yatra initiated by villagers for
making NIRMAL GANGA
Awareness created for cleanliness of Ganga

C

onsistent community involvement and engagement at all levels, has

participation of the community
people was unprecedented. Here
are some glimpses of those activ-

colourful clothes, carrying utensils full of Ganga water on their
heads joined in a procession.

Impact

With a view to involving
people in various cleanliness
centric activities, swachhata
related events were scheduled during the entire week.
Reports indicate that when
all sections of the society
work together to support a
cause, success will be guaranteed.
shown time and time again, to
have significant short and longterm benefits. Reports indicate
that when all sections of the society work together to support a
cause, success will be guaranteed.
Youth in particular have been
drawn into Swachhata football
tournaments, Swachhata Kalashyatra, Ganga Aarti, Swachhata
Bhajan, Clean Ganga Campaign,
etc. In addition, the district administration of Sahibganj in
Jharkhand celebrated World Environment Week from 30th May
to 5th June, 2018, during which

42

JUNE - AUGUST 2018

ities:
World Environment Week
With a view to involving people in various cleanliness centric activities, swachhata related
events were scheduled during
the entire week. From picking
up plastic littering the banks of
River Ganga and other areas to
tree plantation, the events of
each day started with a Swachhata bhajan and ended with a
Ganga Aarti.
Swachhata Kalash Yatra: A
Swachhata Kalash Yatra was organised when women dressed in

During this Yatra, they created
awareness about the benefits of
using toilets. The event concluded with a Ganga Aarti, drawing
attention to the need to keep the
Ganges clean.
Swachhta Football Tournament: All the blocks of Sahibganj organised Swachhata football tournaments to engage the
youth in Swachh Bharat Mission activities of their locality.
Pathna Block was the first to organise a tournament after which
the youth were nominated as
Swachhata doots (motivators) of
their locality to spread the message of sanitation and hygiene.
These youth are also working to
ensure quality construction of
toilets.
Swachhata Bhajan: Swachhata
Bhajans are local folk songs in vernacular languages or local dialects.
Some of the bhajans are modified
Bhakti songs and Ganges related
folk songs which appeal to people
to adopt good practices of sanitation and hygiene. s

Kanchipuram converts 8326 dysfunctional
toilets into functional

H

aving been declared open defecation
free (ODF) on 27th February, 2018,
Kanchipuram the silk weaving district
of Tamil Nadu is now focusing on activities to sustain the status and move on to ODF
plus. Over the last few months, the district has
ensured that all their 9326 dysfunctional toilets
have been made functional – to ensure there is
no slippage.
A survey conducted in 2012 revealed 8326 dysfunctional toilets in all blocks of the district as
follows:
A resurvey was carried out in October 2017.
The exercise showed that about 5000 of the
dysfunctional toilets were made functional by the
beneficiaries themselves. Particularly in areas
such as Kundrathur, St. Thomas Mount, Thiruporur, almost all toilets were repaired or rebuilt
and are being used by beneficiaries. To verify
the numbers, district officers cross verified 10%
of the 5000, on a random basis and found them
to be functional. Thereafter IMIS entries were
made for 5000 toilets, listing them as functional.
As for the remaining 3326 toilets, they were
found to be fully damaged. Those households
were provided financial assistance through the
local Self Help Groups who engaged private companies to construct new toilets for them. Such

Sl.

Name of block

No. of dys
functional
toilets
No.

1

Achirupakkam

541

2

Chithamur

603

3

Kanchipuram

552

4

Kattankolathur

344

5

Kundrathur

1437

6

Lathur

374

7

Maduranthakam

482

8

Sriperumbudur

186

9

St. Thomas Mount

435

10

Thiruporur

463

11

Thirukalukundram

308

12

Uthiramerur

2360

13

Walajabad

241

Total

8326

construction work was monitored by the SHG
leaders and cluster facilitators. s
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SUCCESS STORY

GAYATRI IS TRAINING FEMALE RAJ MASONS TAKING A CUE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER
Gayatri belongs to Gutzora of
Khundi, a backward district
of Jharkhand notorious for
cultivation of opium and human trafficking. But she is not
an ordinary woman helper. In
the field of construction, male
masons are dominating everywhere, but Gayatri has learned
the art and has become a 'rani'
mason giving competition to
the men. Prime Minister Naredra Modi spoke to her via video-conferencing for eight minutes, and has praised her work.
With this Gayatri has reached
the highest point of courage.
Now she is engaged in training
more women masons like her in
her area. Gayatri who belongs
to the backward area of Khundi got training as a mason and
has lent her hand to the cause of

Swachata Mission and has constructed toilets. She built houses under Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojna, she is now engaged in
the construction of more houses. She has also made a home
for herself. After getting praise
from Prime Minister, Gayatri
is inspired by him and is giving training to other women to
become women masons. She is
training a team of 30 women,
so that they also become strong

enough to construct dwelling
places to others. Once she got
praise for her work, she is being called for work from the
neighbouring districts as well.
The District administrations of
Gumla and Simdega have asked
Gayatri to train women from
their districts. The state government also has started training women as female masons
on the lines of male masons.
Gayatri said that she had taken
training as a female mason in
2016 and during the past three
years she has already constructed 15 houses under Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojna. "People like
my work. My own house was a
small hut, I have constructed
the ground floor of my house
myself with the help of my husband and children.''

SANDHYA SHEDS HER WISH FOR A JOB AND HAS BECOME A MESSENGER OF SWACHTA

Sandhya Bagga, a resident of
Sakari Nagar Panchayat near
Bilaspur in Chatisgarh is a
Commerce graduate. She could
have gone to the city and got
a job. There was no roadblock
on her way. There were various options of better private
jobs. But she was so impressed
by the thoughts on sanitation
expressed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, she decided to
become a messenger of sanitation. Now she is associated with
a Self Help Group and is undertaking the responsibility of sanitation of her village. Sandhya
who is 24 years old is working
as a cleanliness worker with
devotion. She is getting a remuneration of only Rs. 5000/from the SHG, but she is more
than satisfied from her work.
Sandhya is collecting garbage
from each and every home and
is determined to keep her village clean. She is carrying the
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garbage on a rikshaw. When
she rode the rikshaw for the

first time, she got injured, people laughed at her. But Sandhya
who was inspired by PM Modi,
did not give any attention to
them. She always wanted to do
something different and offer
a helping hand to her father
in fulfilling the responsibilities
of the family. She had offer of
private jobs in the city, but she
decided to remain in the village
and do something meaningful.

She contacted Santoshi didi of
Manikanchan center of SHG,
who guided her into this meaningful path. When she was given a rikshaw for the first time,
there was a little hesitation in
mind. But gradually she got
the cooperation of the people
and became firm in her resolution. She is of the firm belief
that there is nothing like big or
small when it comes to a job.
The only difference is in the
perception. Initially, her father
did not like her decision because of social and public perception, but on witnessing her
hard work and dedication, now
he is firmly supporting her.
Sandhya is of the opinion that
sanitation is the most pious job
and she will keep working as a
guardian of sanitation all her
life. In the evening, she calls the
meeting of women at the village
chaupal and imparts awareness
on sanitation among them. s

THE SANITATION MESSENGER OF INDORE
DISTRICT RURAL: CHATUR SINGH-MADAM BATUNI
The rural people of Indore District Rural have become free
from open defecation from
January, 2016. After that, the
people are not only trying to
continuously maintain things
at they are, but are also taking
steps to dispose solid and liquid
waste. Cement Concrete road
and drains has been constructed in each and every village and
in 30 villages, garbage is being
collected using motorized vehicles, and are being segregated. In
some villages garbage collection
is being done using the locally
available resources.
In the last two years, in the sanitation survey of urban areas, Indore district stood at No. 1 position. This year sanitation survey
rural 2018 has started for the
first time, in which districts will
be ranked based on the sanitation of villages like that of towns
and cities.
Indore District Panchayat has
been innovative. Indore District has become the first district panchayat of India to take
the message of sanitation to
each and every house with the
help of a mascot. Taking into
consideration the local Malwa culture of Indore, a poster
has been released showing the
mascot of characters named
as Chatur Singh and Madam
Batuni as the torch bearers of
sanitation message. Chatur
Singh and Madama Batuni are
dressed up in the local Malwa attire representing a man
and woman who are holding a
broom and bucket as symbols
of sanitation.
The mascot of Chatur Singh and Madam Batuni was
released on 21.08.2018 at a
function organized by Dis-

trict Panchayat, Indore in the
presence of District Panchayat

Preseident, Smt. Kavita Patidar;
Collector, Shri. Nishant Warwade; Chief Executive Officer,
Smt Neha Meena and the members of district panchayat.
The aim of creating the characters of the mascot is to fully
implement the next elements
of sanitation in the same way
the district was made ODF by
making a special campaign as
part of the sanitation struggle. While creating the mascot
special attention was given to
the matters like the characters
should be effective, should be
acceptable among the local
people and should represent the
Malwa Area. People should feel
that the character is taken from
among them, so that the messages delivered will be accepted
and assimilated by the people.
For this, the district authorities

and Lalitya Foundation will not
only take the message of sanitation through Chatur Singh and
Madam Batuni derived from
the Malwa culture, but will also
make awareness campaign using these characters in street
plays.
The mascot of Chatur Singh
and Madam Batuni will be used
for in the activities and programmes proposed to make the
rural sanitation better. True life
mascot based on these characters will also be done. A comic
book based on these characters
is also under preparation in
which there will be educational
stories containing all the various aspects of sanitation.
1. LIVE MASCOT - The mascot
is being used in rural areas to
bring out development of sanitation habits and behaviour
change, in which artists donning the attire of the characters
go among the people and are
informing them the messages
through entertainment.
2. COMIC BOOK - A comic
book has been prepared and
is being distributed in which
all the aspects of sanitation is
given so that healthy manners
could be mould among children from very early ages and
they will seek hygienic behaviour since childhood.
3. WRITINGS ON THE WALLThe message will be taken to
each and every home through
the medium of these characters.
4. SOCIAL MEDIA - Under
the title, Chatur Singh-Madam Batuni ... messengers of
sanitation, a platform will be
made available on social media
where people can express their
thoughts and put forth their
suggestions. s
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Roundup of recent activities:

Swachhata Pakhwada

L

aunched in April 2016,
the Swachhata Pakhwada
is a significant initiative
under the Swachh Bharat
Mission. It is inspired by the
Prime Minister, Shri Narendra
Modi's vision to engage all
Union
Ministries
and
Departments in Swachhatarelated activities, thereby truly
making Swachhata "everyone's
business". It involves substantial
efforts
made
towards
Swachhata by all Union
Ministries/
Departments
through fortnightly initiatives
spread across the nation,
throughout the year.

Swachh Iconic Places (SIP)

MDWS has taken up a multistakeholder initiative focusing
on cleaning up 100 places
across India that are “iconic”
due to their heritage, religious
and/or cultural significance.
Carried out in partnership
with Ministries of Urban
Development, Tourism and
Culture, the goal of the
Initiative is to improve
cleanliness at these places to a
distinctly higher level. In

SBM-G – At a glance

l Sanitation coverage as on
2nd August, 2018: 89.07%
l Household toilets built
since 2nd October, 2014:
7,97,14,455
l Open defecation free
villages: 4,09,442
l Open defecation free
villages in Namami Gange:
4,465
l Open defecation free
districts: 421
l Open defecation free
States/UTs: 19
phase 3 of the SIP initiative 10
new heritage sites of the
country have firmed up
action plans for raising their
sanitation standards to
exemplary levels. These are:
Sri Raghavendra Swami Mutt
Mantralayam
(Andhra
Pradesh), Hazarduari Palace
(West Bengal), Shri Brahma
Sarovar Temple (Haryana),
Vidur Kuti Temple (Uttar
Pradesh), Mana village
(Uttarakhand), Pangong Tso
(Jammu and Kashmir), Shri
Nag Vasuki Temple (Uttar
Pradesh), Nupi Keithel
(Manipur), Sree Dharma
Sastha Temple (Kerala) and
Kanvashram (Uttarakhand).

Swachh Survekshan
Grameen 2018
MDWWS has launched the
Swachh Survekshan Grameen
2018 under which an
46
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independent sanitation survey
will be conducted in all districts
from 1st to 31st August, 2018.
The results will be announced
in the form of a ranking of all
districts and states on the basis
of quantitative and qualitative
sanitation
(Swachhata)
parameters. The top performing
states and districts will be
awarded on 2nd October 2018.
As part of Swachh Surve-kshan
Grameen 6,980 villages in 698
districts across India will be
covered.

Swachh Sangraha
Swachh Sangraha (www.
swachhsangraha.gov.in) is a
web-based
knowledge
portal, set up by the
Ministry. It will help users
find information pertaining
to sanitation quickly and
efficiently. The simple and
collaborative portal records
good practices, local
solutions and innovations
from the states, district and
gram panchayats, which
can
directly
upload
information. The portal
will facilitate knowledge
and experience sharing to
accelerate SBM implementation. s

Narendra Singh Tomar
Minister of Rural Development,
Panchayati Raj & Mines

2nd October to 31st December, 2018

Gram Panchayat Development Plan (GPDP)
‘Sabki Yojana, Sabka Vikas’
Jan Yojana Abhiyan
All Gram Panchayats / Gram Sabas, are requested to contribute to the
development of their village by participating in this campaign.
Activity Calendar for the Campaign
Sl. No.

Activities

Timeline

1.

Roll out of facilitators Training Module

30th August, 2018

2.

Appointment of Nodal Officers (State, District & Block levels) and
Registration on web portal by all the nodal officers

10th September, 2018

3.

Uploading of Gram Sabha meetings schedule

10th September, 2018

4.

Appointment of facilitators for every Gram Panchayats

10th September, 2018

5.

Completion of training of facilitators

15th September, 2018

6.

Appointment of frontline workers of line departments for Gram Sabha meetings

15th September, 2018

7.

Display of Public Information Board in every GP and uploading of geotagged photographs of it on the portal

15th September, 2018

8.

Uploading Geo-tagged visuals of Gram Sabha meetings

Immediately after conduct of
GS meeting

9.

Publishing of approved plan on PlanPlus application

31st December, 2018

English

Jan Yojana Abhiyan / GPDP website : gpdp.nic.in
Helpdesk: 011-23074309, 011-23386556, 011-23383816, 011-23386140
Join us: https://twitter.com/people_plan
https://www.facebook.com/PeoplesPlanCampaign
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