Prime Minister Narendra Modi launches finanace facility of Rs. 1 lakh
crore under Agriculture Infrastructure Fund

P

rime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
launched the Rs. 1 lakh crore Agriculture
Infrastructure Fund on August 9, 2020
as a big gift to the farmers. Shri Modi also
transferred the sixth installment of Rs. 17,000
crores directly to their accounts under PM
Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM -Kisan) providing
Rs. 2,000 each to 8.55 crore farmers. The
Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare, Rural Development and Panchayati
Raj Shri Narendra Singh Tomar was also
present on this occasion.

Addressing the farmers, the Prime Minister said that with this Rs. 1 lakh crores Agriculture
Fund each village will have a storage facility for their produce, crop of the farmers would not get
damaged, their income would increase and employment opportunities would also be created. So also,
with direct bank transfer of the amount under this scheme observing total transparency, there would
be no middlemen now and no commission would have to be paid.

The Prime Minister said that the government is constantly working in a very well thought out
manner in order to ensure that even the smallest farmer receives the benefit under the scheme and
they become financially sound and strong. Introduction of air conditioned Kisan Rail in the country is
also a big step in this direction.

The Prime Minister said that under PM – Kisan scheme, Rs. 75,000 crores have been directly
credited to bank accounts of farmers within a period of just two financial years. Out of this, an amount
of Rs. 22,000 crores was provided to farmers during Corona Pandemic. He acknowledged farmers’
untiring hard work saying that it was only because of their efforts that the country did not face
shortage of food grains despite a difficult situation arisen due to the Corona crisis and the government
could provide food grains to 80 crore poor people. Shri Modi said that the Agriculture Infrastructure
Fund launched today would help farmers build modern storage facilities of their own in their villages.
The Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Rural Development and Panchayati
Raj Shri Narendra Singh Tomar said that the Central Government under the leadership of Modiji has
not only taken steps and made announcements for advancement of farming and farmers but has also
taken rapid action to implement these steps quickly.

The Union Agriculture Minister, Shri Tomar said that in the matter concerning village, poor
farmers, the Prime Minister gives them a priority and very liberally in the plans and whenever they
want to meet him, he gives them time quite liberally. Prime Minister has always focused on the point
that a stronger agricultural sector would as well make the country stronger. That is why the Prime
Minister has always given priority to agriculture sector in all missions including setting up of ten
thousand Farmers Producer Organizations (FPO), reaching KCC to each farmer and start a movement
for that, digital farming, digital transfer of funds under PM-Kisan Yojana, providing a Rs. 1 lakh crore
Agriculture Infrastructure Fund under Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. Shri Tomar said that alongwith
agriculture, ancilliary sectors like animal husbandry, fisheries, herbal farming, bee keeping, food
processing have been provided a special package so as to fill the gap in agriculture sector.
The Prime Minister also had a dialogue with some farmers on this occasion.

Source: PIB
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MESSAGE
Narendra Singh Tomar
Minister of panchayati Raj, rural
development, Agriculture & Farmers'
welfare and Food Processing
Industries, Government of India

The eighth issue of Gramodaya Sankalp is dedicated to the contribution of our villages, gram
panchayats and farmers during COVID-19 pandemic. Our Panchayati Raj Institutions, as an important
pillar of our democratic set up at grass root level, worked with a pragmatic approach and played an
important role, as far as possible, in keeping our rural areas Corona - free. We, as a nation, have a special
character in the sense that at times of any national crisis or natural calamity, all the state governments
and local administration rise above the party line and work unitedly with a missionary spirit. It is highly
satisfying to note that under the leadership of Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi ji all the state
governments and Panchayati Raj Institutions at the local level displayed complete coordination and our
villages were able to counter the impact of this pandemic to a great extent.
COVID-19 pandemic has posed new challenges and problems before the whole world. In comparison
to other countries of the world, Corona pandemic is under control in India and the number of the patients
getting cured is increasing fast. A public awareness campaign was initiated and at the same time village
health and cleanliness committees were alerted to check the spread of the pandemic. About 2.5 lakh
gram panchayats, their elected representatives, panchayat employees and ASHA workers extended their
unprecedented contribution in the fight against Corona in rural areas. Under Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana
- National Rural Livelihood Mission, more than 7 crore women members from 63.8 lakh self help groups
played a very important role in maintaining employment and economic activities in the villages.
Hon'ble Prime Minister announced a package of Rs. 20 Lakh crores under Atmanirbhar Bharat
Abhiyan. This package is not only bringing nation's economy back on rails but through the resolve of 'Vocal
for Local' a foundation of a new India has also been laid. The Prime Minister announced Garib Kalyan
Rozgar Abhiyan with a view to providing jobs to migrant labourers and this campaign has now become the
main life support for crores of migrant labourers in the country.

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Scheme (MNEREGA) being run by the Rural
Development Ministry has also been a big source of employment in rural areas during this period.
COVID-19 crisis has made a dent in our economy but agriculture is the only sector which has made a
remarkable contribution to our national GDP. In the first quarter of the current year, the Gross Value Added
(GVA) registered an increase of 3.4 percent.
We are advancing towards making our villages developed and self dependent. But, Corona crisis has
not ended yet. To remain safe we need to maintain a safe distancing, use mask and wash our hands frequently.

I hope this issue of Gramodaya Sankalp will not only present a picture of concerted efforts made
at the level of villages, village-panchayats and farmers in facing the menace of COVID-19, but will also
ratify that our Panchayat representatives, farmers youth and voluntary organizations at rural level are
fully capable to face unitedly any challenge with great courage and vigour.
(Narendra Singh Tomar)
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MESSAGE
sunil kumar, ias
secretary
government of india
Ministry of panchayati raj

World over, people are facing the worst ever pandemic in their living history. Coronavirus or
Covid-19 has created havoc in the world and India and its people are no exception to this dreaded
virus. The eighth issue of Gramoday Sankalp is dedicated to handling of various aspects of COVID-19
pandemic including measures and precautions taken to save human lives in our villages. The virus
spread out first in the Metros and big cities and later went to the towns and countryside.
COVID-19 is a novel virus, very little is known about it. That is why; currently the treatment
being given is not very specific. There are two main routes of transmission of the COVID-19 virus:
respiratory and contact. The virus is mainly spread by small droplets produced by coughing, sneezing
or even talking to an infected person. Globally, physical distancing and lockdown are being tried to
stem the spread of this highly contagious disease. Panchayats throughout the country have a great
role in combating this virus. The outbreak of corona virus is alerting the world about global public
healthcare.

Now, it is time to think of building a strong and vibrant healthcare network with focus on public
health services wherein PRIs play a critical role in improving and maintaining safe water supply,
effective solid and liquid waste management system and undertaking vector control measures. These
can effectively prevent lots of water & vector borne diseases.
The challenges before the Indian health care system are manifold. The National Health Policy
(NHP), 2017 aims to double the government healthcare spending from the existing 1.2% of the GDP
to 2.5% by 2025. Government of India provided all possible help to the PRIs in a well coordinated
manner with all State Governments and UT administrations. Simiultaneously, the Government of
India is committed to achieve a transformational shift in India healthcare, wherein technology plays
a crucial role.
Prevention is better than cure - this is well understood. This applies to tackling this pandemic
of COVID-19 as well. If we follow personal and social behavioral discipline, then the damage can be
minimised. But if we ignore it, then it can prove catastrophic. So let’s save ourselves and others as well
by adhering to preventive measures:
(i)
Wearing of mask of face cover;
(ii) Frequent washing of hands with soap;
(iii) Maintaining physical distance of 2 metres in public places.

This special issue highlights the efforts of PRIs and local governance to prevent the loss of life,
health and employment of the people living in villages. I am sure readers will like this issue. As our
readers know, Gramoday Sankalp is published in Hindi, English and eleven other Indian languages
(Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Kannada, Manipuri, Marathi, Malayalam. Oriya, Punjabi, Tamil and
Telugu) and circulated to more than 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats of the country. Editorial team depends
on the cooperation of SIRDs and PR belonging to these languages in vetting and editing of the script.
I would therefore, like to thank all of them for their efforts.
(Sunil Kumar)
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We and Corona Virus
- Dr. Ketaki Bapat*

“Extreme remedies are very appropriate for extreme diseases”

T

he name "corona virus" is derived from
Latin word Corona, meaning "crown" or
"wreath", as spike on its outer coat looks
like a Crown. Thus, the name was coined by June
Almeida and David Tyrrell who first observed and
studied human corona viruses. Corona viruses are
a large family of viruses which may cause illness
in animals or humans. Corona viruses are large,
roughly spherical particles with unique surface
projection made of proteins. These are so small
that one long rice grain will have approximately
2500 crore virus particles. Their size is highly
variable and generally is an average diameter of
100-120 nm (1nm =1/10 lakh cm).

- Hippocrates, Father of Medicine

by taking all raw material of the host cell and
ultimately cell breaks releasing thousands of new
viruses, these viruses further infect thousand
cells and infection advances leading to loss of
LIFE if not attended timely.
General Symptoms of COVID-19 & vulnerable
Group

The symptoms of COVID-19 are usually mild
and begin gradually and most common symptoms
observed are fever, dry cough, tiredness and aches,
pains, nasal congestion, headache, conjunctivitis,
sore throat, diarrhoea, loss of taste/ smell , a
rash on skin, discoloration of fingers or toes.
Anyone can catch COVID-19
and become seriously ill but
older people, and those with
underlying medical problems
like high blood pressure, heart
and lung problems, diabetes,
cancer, are at higher risk of
developing serious illness. Most
people (about 80%) recover
from the disease without
needing hospital treatment. It is
recommended to call the health
care provider or facility first, so
the patient can be directed to
SARS-CoV-2 virion
the right clinic.

In humans, several
corona viruses are known
to
cause
respiratory
infections ranging from
the common cold to more
severe diseases such as
Middle East Respiratory
Syndrome
(MERS)
and
Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS). The most
recently discovered corona
virus causes COVID-19.
Infection begins when the
surface projections (spike
protein) attaches to
Red protrusions: spike proteins (S)[1]
its
complementary
Measures followed to
Grey coating: the envelope, composed mainly of lipids,
host cell receptor.
Prevent Corona which can be destroyed with alcohol or soap[1]
After
attachment,
It is said that
Yellow deposits: envelope proteins (E)[1]
the protein breaking
prevention is better than
enzyme of the host
Orange deposits: membrane proteins (M)[1]
cure. Since it’s a new
cell makes a small
Courtesy - Wikipedia virus therefore, neither
hole in it and activates
any
medicine
nor
the receptor-attached
vaccine
has
been
invented
till
day.
All
countries
spike protein the virus to enter the host.
with their teams of scientists are hard working
Infection begins when the viral spike towards it. Till then it’s our duty to prevent the
protein attaches to its complementary host COVID-19 reach to us. The guidelines are issued
cell receptor. The virus now starts multiplying by the concerned ministries of the Government

* Scientist F, O/o the Principal Scientific Advisor to Government of India
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LIKES AND DISLIKES OF CORONA ARE AS FOLLOWS:Corona likes

Corona Dislikes

(COVID-19 Spread factors)

Hand shake, frequently touching face,
mouth,eyes and nose, Filth Dirt, Unhygienic
food, Gatherings/Socialising, No mask or face
shield, Agents causing Cough, Cold, Lifestyle/
Habits, Spitting , no exercise.
time to time are to help people combating Corona
pandemic. (Ref- https://www.mohfw.gov.in/pdf/
PreventivemeasuresDOPT.pdf.)It is very important
to understand how to keep Corona away from us.
Important factors – Our Saviour

The following are important to be strictly
followed for the benefit of self and society. All of us
need to avoid touch to our eyes, nose and mouth,
close contact with anyone, if one is experiencing
cough and fever and never spit in public.

Cleanliness is the first weapon of fighting
corona. Repeated hand washing with sanitizer,
soap is found to be effective.

Mask - Mask protects people from droplets,
from those in proximity and reduce droplets
leaving people and potentially infecting other.
Mask can be either homemade with any used
cotton cloth or procured from market. Advisory
for making masks is released by the Principal
Scientific Advisor's office in India languages.
(link-www.psa.gov.in (ref-1www.psa.gov.in).
ArogyaSetu - It is a mobile application
developed by the Government of India to connect
essential health services with the people of India
in our combined fight against COVID-19. The
Common symptoms:
Fever: 83-99%
Loss of Appetite: 40-84%
Fatigue: 44-70%

In severe disease:
Difficulty waking
Confusion
Bluish face or lips

Loss of smell: 15 to 30%

Coughing up blood

Shortness of
breath: 31-40%
Cough: 59-82%
Coughing up
sputum: 28-33%
Muscle aches
and pain: 11-35%

Persistent chest pain
Decreased white
blood cells
Kidney failure
High fever

Symptoms of COVID-19
Courtesy - Wikipedia

(COVID-19 Spread Control factors)

Namaste, Cleanliness, Wearing masks, Hand
Gloves, Hot water Ayurveda Kadha, Turmeric
Milk, Black Pepper/Ginger, home cooked food,
yoga pranayama, Healthy life style, Steam.
App proactively reaching out to and informing
the users of the app regarding risks, best
practices and relevant advisories pertaining to
the containment of COVID-19. It also helps in
augmenting the initiatives of the Government of
India, particularly the Department of Health in
Covid -19 management.
Suggested protective practices - Ministry
of Health has advised to practice frequent hand
washing with soap and water or use alcohol
based hand rub,though they appear visibly clean.
Cover your nose and mouth with handkerchief/
tissue while sneezing and coughing. Throw used
tissues into closed bins immediately after use.
See a doctor if you feel unwell (fever, difficult
breathing and cough). While visiting doctor wear
a mask/cloth to cover your mouth and nose.
Social Norms - Maintain at least 1 metre
distance in market places, medical stores,
hospitals, etc. Wear mask, cover your face with
face shield, sanitize frequently. Avoid touch as
much as possible. Fewer Visits to market to
buy groceries/medical supplies avoid shaking
hands and hugging as a matter of greeting. Avoid
participating in non-essential social gatherings
at home. Restrict visitors at home and control
visit to someone else’s home.

Immunity Boosters - Immunity plays an
important part in fighting with the pathogen
thereby controlling disease. Particularly in
present pandemic natural immunity boosters
like spices, turmeric, ginger and practices like
drinking hot water, steam are found to be effective.
Min. of AYUSH has meticulously prepared the
guidelines.
Steps followed after observing symptoms

People with minor symptoms are advised
Gramoday Sankalp
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home staying and these are a slight cough or a
mild fever. Self-isolation, following dietary regime
and monitoring the responses However, if people
live in an area with malaria or dengue fever it is
important not to ignore symptoms of fever, should
seek medical help.
COVID-19 testing

The presence of the virus is detected by doing
pathological tests. Labs with required machinery
and safety measures are certified to carry out Corona
testing. It is always better to get tested for COVID-19.
Samples for patient could be nasal swab, sputum,
and aspirate, pleural fluid which are carefully
collected by health workers and stored in a sterile
condition. The majority of tests for COVID-19 could
be polymerising chain reaction (PCR) or serologic
tests.RTPCR (Reverse Transcriptase polymeric
chain reaction)testing method is established as gold
standard test for Covid -19.
India's Efforts in COVID-19

Diagnostic test kit - Indian scientists
from various institutions, innovators and start
ups have successfully developed diagnostic
tests for COVID-19. These tests approved by
the authorities are being used in India. These
are home grown, rapid, affordable and having
comparable and simple to perform.
Corona Vaccine - The PMO has constituted
vaccine task force co-chaired by Dr Vinod Paul,
Member Health NITI Aayog and Prof K Vijay
Raghavan, Principal Scientific Adviser to the
Government of India. This task force is guiding
the vaccine development for COVID-19.

Ramdesivir Drug - is found to be effective
against COVID-19 and many Indian companies
are now manufacturing this in India.
Drug Trials - The AYUSH Ministry and
the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR) are working together on validating four
Ayush formulations against COVID-19 . Clinical
trials of other drugs are also being conducted.

Innovations - Apart from being active in
ensuring that businesses in India are able to tide
over the current crisis, Invest India, Accelerating
Growth of New India’s Innovations (AGNIi), one
of the nine missions of the Prime Minister’s
Science Technology and Innovation Advisory
Council (PM-STIAC), has been instrumental in
helping discover innovative start-ups across
India working on solutions against COVID-19
and actively connecting them to sources of
funding, technology validation and on-ground
deployment opportunities.
Mental health - Pandemic has resulted in
causing mental stress across all the age groups.
Lot of anxiety, depression etc. has been observed
while adapting to new normals, facing situations
of social distancing, lock down, staying at home
for longer period, disturbance in routine, etc. To
tackle these and restore the quality life, boosting
mental health in present situation efforts are
done by Min/ departments/ associations.
Counselling services are being provided by
various ministries. These include Manodarpan
from Ministry of Education, Kiran- Ministry of
Social Justice, Guidelines- PSA Office, helpline
no.- Ministries of Health, AYUSH etc.
Efforts for combating pandemic Phenomenal efforts are being done by the govt.
departments to control the disease in association
with people also appreciated by WHO. Proactively
working to reach out to people by campaigns,
webinars, help lines, social media, videos, face
book etc. The efforts are holistic and not only
directed to physical wellness but also catering to
restore mental health.

Though the pandemic is a difficult phase,
we have all learnt many things and trying to
cope up with the situation. Finally we need to be
confidant that surely one day we will come over
the situation.
Acknowledgement - Encouragement and
valuable suggestions by the Principal Scientific
Adviser-Prof. K. Vijaya Raghavan and Scientific
Secretary Dr. Aravinda Mitraare gratefully
acknowledged.

"As to diseases, make a habit of two things-to help, or at least to do no harm."
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- Hippocrates, Father of Medicine

Our villages, panchayats and farmers in the role of
Corona Warriors

- Narendra Singh Tomar*

“For a developing nation like ours with a huge population, the growing challenge of
Coronavirus is not a normal situation. In such a time, only one mantra works – 'The
world is healthy when we are healthy',” -Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India

G

lobal pandemic COVID-19
has posed new challenges
and problems before the
whole world. Corona crisis has
not only created a big crisis
before our health system but has
resulted in a number of major
changes at the socio-economic
level the world over. We have
all been made to experience a
difficult phase of global economic
recession. The big powers of the
world are today fighting against
COVID-19, many of them seem to have failed in
their efforts whereas the strategy to contain the
spread of Corona virus in a number of countries
has proved wrong. During this period of crisis,
our country under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has unitedly faced this
pandemic with a strong hand. As compared to
other countries of the world, Corona pandemic is
under control in India and the number of persons
getting cured after treatment is also increasing
fast. With a comprehensive strategy, holding
medical tests in sufficient numbers, timely
health care and following better safety measures
locally in big cities, our country, is able to face the
pandemic with a strong determination and full
self-confidence.
This COVID-19 period can be termed as
a perfect example of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s unique ability to turn a crisis into an
opportunity. At this critical juncture, he gave
us the basic mantra of becoming self sufficient.
Under Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan (Self
Dependent India Mission), a provision of rupees
20 lakh crore has been made. This package is

not only bringing our economy
back on the rails but through
the resolve of “Vocal for Local”,
a foundation of a new campaign
has also been laid.

In the fight against
Corona in our country, about
2.5 lakh gram panchayats, their
elected public representatives,
panchayat employees, village
workers and 7.02 crore women
connected
with
Deendayal
Antyodaya Yojana – National
Livelihood Mission through 63.8 lakh Self Help
Groups throughout the nation extended their
unprecedented contribution.

We had a two pronged concern about lakhs
of migrant workers returning to villages because
of business closures during lockdown clamped in
the Corona period. Firstly, there was a concern to
provide jobs to these labourers and secondly to
ensure that the spread of Corona virus may not
engulf the villages. I am quite happy to tell that
under the guidance of the Hon’ble Prime Minister
Narendra Modiji we achieved a remarkable
success on both these fronts.
Looking at the serious impact of COVID-19
in the country, the Panchayati Raj Ministry in
collaboration with Panchayati Raj institutions and
state governments had started effective measures
right since the very beginning of lockdown. On
one side a public awareness campaign about this
pandemic was launched in rural areas and on the
other side, measures were taken to contain the
spread of the virus by activating village health
and hygiene societies. Panchayats played a vital

*Union Minster, Panchayati Raj, Rural Development, Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare and Food Processing
Industries, Government of India.)
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and leading role in getting “Arogya Setu App” on
mobile phones of villagers.

During lockdown period itself, Panchyati
Raj Day was also observed in a unique way on
24th April, 2020. Through a video conferencing of
our Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modiji,
National Panchayati Raj Day was dedicated
to our united fight against COVID-19. In this
programme, the Prime Minister, in a virtual
dialogue with elected Sarpanchs/Pradhans,
discussed various steps to counter COVID-19 and
also gave guidelines against the pandemic to all
our countrymen.

Ministry of Panchayati Raj had issued
guidelines to the concerned states for organizing
gram sabhas to implement awareness campaigns
in the villages adjoining Nepal border. The
Ministry issued useful advisory at times to create
awareness about COVID-19 among people.
Bulk SMS were sent to elected representatives
of panchayats and village health and hygiene
societies and various audio-visual material was
posted on ministry’s website. The Panchayati Raj
played a very active role in containing the spread
of Corona virus through information technology
media.
Panchayats across the country set up an
example by building and managing quarantine
centres for the migrant labourers returning from
other places during COVID-19 infection in outer
areas of villages. Schools in the villages were
turned into Isolation Wards and community
kitchens were set up in the community halls.
The government took an important decision by
granting permission to utilize the amount of grant
of the 14th Finance Commission on sanitation,
fogging, masks and sanitizers. As a result of this,
village panhayats could successfully take up the
fight against Corona spread. The role of those
panchayats must be lauded which lent a valuable
contribution in this mission by going out of the
way.
A number of panchayats and their elected
representatives made full use of social media
platforms like whatsapp in sending various
precautionary measures to remain safe from
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COVID-19 to the people. At many places,
panchayats in collaboration with NGO’s and social
organizations in distributing free sanitizers, face
masks, essential medicines and food packets to
those sections who could get infected if these
steps were not taken and could even become a
source of risk and worry for others as well.

Addressing the nation through “Mann
Ki Baat” programme on 31st May, 2020, the
Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi
had expressed his serious concern over the
employment crisis before the lakhs of migrant
workers who had returned to their villages
during the lockdown. To provide employment
to these migrant workers, the Prime Minister
announced the Garib Kalyan Rozgar Abhiyan
(Poor Welfare Employment Campaign) which
has now become a main life support for crores of
migrant labors across the country. Arrangements
have been made to provide employment for 125
days to migrant workers through 25 types of
projects under the Poor Welfare Abhiyan being
implemented in coordination with various
ministries. This campaign is being implemented
in those 116 districts of six states – Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Odisha and
Rajasthan where migrants have returned in a
very large number. I am happy to inform that
an amount of Rs. 50 thousand crore has been
allocated for providing employment under this
campaign out of which about Rs. 40,000 crore have
been utilized. Under this campaign, employment
of more than 45.83 crore mandays have been
created so far. Our priority in this campaign is
to develop permanent infrastructure along with
providing employment. During this campaign
so far 1347 gram panchayat bhawans, 23010
community toilets and 481219 houses under
Pradhan Mantri Grameen Awas Yojana have been
constructed and a number of important works
like horticulture, anganwadi kendras, plantation,
etc. are also being undertaken.
MNREGA yojana of the Ministry of Rural
Development has become a big source of
employment in rural areas during COVID-19
crisis. The Prime Minister has made an
unprecedented increase of Rs. 50,000 crores in
budget allocation of Rs. 61,500 crores for the

year 2020-21. Thus, the total MNREGA allocation
this year has become Rs. 1,11,500 crores. Not
only this, an amount of about Rs. 75,000 crores
has already been released to the states. About 11
crore job offers have already been made under
MNREGA in the country and 262 crore mandays
have already been generated against the target
of generating a total of 323 crore mandays. The
daily wages under MNREGA have been increased
by an average of Rs. 20 per day which results
in an increase of 11% compared to the wages
during the last year.
It is a happy coincidence for the villages
of the country that the Ministry of Rural
Development will spend more than rupees 2 lakh
5 hundred crores on development works in the
rural areas during the financial year 2020-21. An
amount of rupees 1 lakh 11 thousand crores has
already been released to the states.

With a view to saving the deprived sections
from the adverse effects of Corona crisis, the
Prime Minister immediately announced the
Prime Minister Garib Kalyan Yojana to prove that
he has unlimited emotions in his heart for the
weaker section of the society. In a package under
PM Garib Kalyan Yojana an amount at the rate
of Rs. 500 per month for three months has been
transferred in 20.65 crore Jan Dhan accounts
of women. A total sum of Rs. 31,000 crores has
been made available to the needy people. During
COVID period, an assistance of Rs. 1000 crore has
been provided to 2.82 crore old people, widows
and disabled (divyangs) under two installments
of Rs. 500 each. A total amount of Rs. 2815 crores
was released under this head.

A total of 7.02 crore women are connected
with Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – National
Rural Livelihood Mission through 63.8 lakh Self
Help Groups across the country. These women
have made an unprecedented contribution in the
ongoing fight against COVID – 19. These women
involved in this mission have so far manufactured
about 17 crore masks, 5.13 lakh litres of sanitizers
and about 1 lakh litres of liquid handwash.
Sisters of this mission managed about 1.22 lakh
community kitchens and provided food to about
9 crore people during the COVID lockdown

period. Interest free loan limit for women’s self
help groups has been raised from Rs. 10 lakhs to
Rs. 20 lakhs. This amount will form the basis for
women empowerment.

It gives me a satisfaction to inform that even
the Corona crisis and restrictions of lockdown
could not break the dream of providing a roof to
the poor. During COVID period more than 17 lakh
houses have been constructed under the Prime
Minister Avas Yojana – Rural. The speed at which
construction of these houses got completed is a
record in itself. Normally, it takes an average of
125 days in constructing one house but under PM
Avas Yojana but during Corona period it just took
45 to 60 days in constructing one house.

Actually, there is the hard work of those
migrant workers behind this effort who had
returned to their villages and joined the mission
whole heartedly. A resolve has been taken under
the leadership of our Prime Minister that each
and every poor family will be provided a pucca
house by 2022. A target of building 2 crore 95
lakh housing units has been set to fulfill this
resolve. Out of these, 2 crore 27 lakh houses have
already been allocated to the states. It is a matter
of happiness that construction of 1 crore 20 lakh
houses has been completed. Under the scheme,
a sum of Rs. 1,68,716 crore has been provided to
the states so far.
There has been an adverse effect on
our economy during the COVID-19 crisis but
agriculture has been the only sector which made
a major contribution in country’s Gross Domestic
Product. In the first quarter of the current
financial year an increase of 3.4 percent has been
registered in Gross Value Added Agriculture GVA.
Despite the Corona crisis, our farmers put in
a real hard effort and took a bumper Rabi crop
and also ensured sufficient food grain stock
by doing a record Kharif sowing. Under the
guidance of Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Narendra
Modi, the Ministry of Agriculture, agriculture
scientists & officers and state governments have
played a very important role in getting positive
results of the hard work put in by our farmers.
Ministry of Agriculture, immediately after the
announcement of lockdown, took up the matter
Gramoday Sankalp
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of purchase of agricultural produce, operation
of mandis, farmers’ activities in the farms and
fields, production of fertilizers – pesticides and
seeds and granting discounts to packaging units
with the Ministry of Home Affairs so that all
activities in agriculture sector continue without
any hindrance. All provisions in the interest of
farmers were made without any delay, be it a
matter of providing farm machinery through
Custom Hiring Centre to the farmers or may
it be a matter of granting permission to carry
harvesters from one state to the other.

Thanks to the arrangements and efforts of
the government to ensure unhindered purchase
of farmers’ produce at MSP that there has been
a bumper crop purchase at MSP this year. To
maintain social distancing the number of croppurchase centres was doubled as compared
to the last year and also farmers were given an
appointed time to avoid any inconvenience in the
process.

According to the fourth pre-estimates for
the year 2019-20, the production of food grains
is estimated to be 296.65 million tonnes which is
the highest so far. A record production of 144.52
million tonnes of food grains is expected during
Kharif season in 2020-21. Out of this, paddy
production is expected to be a record of 102.36
million tonnes. The food grain production in
2020-21 is expected to be 9.83 million tonnes
more than the average food grain production
during the last five years (2014-15 to 2018-19).
Total target of food grain production in the year
2020-21 has been set to 301 million tonnes.
In order to ensure income of farmers,
an amount of about Rs. 1 lakh crores has been
transferred under PM Kisan Yojana. Also, the

Agriculture Infrastructure Fund of Rs. 1 lakh
crores created during Corona crisis will not
only bring a revolutionary transformation in
agriculture sector but by making the private
investment reach the villages, our agriculture
based economy will get a big boost and become
much stronger. The government is also setting
up 10,000 Farmer Producer Organizations with
an aim of enabling the 85% small and medium
farmers to get a fair price of their produce
and involve them to adopt advanced farming.
Recently, amendments made in law for reforms
in agriculture sector have ensured widespread
positive changes in this sector.

Not only that our villages and agriculture
sector have faced the COVID-19 crisis with full
unity and determination but efforts have also
been made to turn this period of crisis into an
opportunity. When our villages become strong,
the country will become strong and when
agriculture sector will develop more and more,
then our country would become prosperous in
the true sense. Actually, a foundation of rural
development has been laid under the leadership
of Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi and
we are fast advancing in the direction of making
our villages self dependent (atmanirbhar).
Lockdown may have ended but Corona
has not ended yet. Social distancing, mask and
frequent hand washing can only keep us safe.
Prime Minister has given a mantra – Jab Tak Dawai
Nahin, Tab Tak Dhilai Nahin (No relaxations till
a vaccine comes). I am sure that Panchayati Raj
institutions will continue to extend their active
support and contribution in furthering this
resolve in our fight against Corona.

Courtesy: MOHFW, GOI

“Sahi Jankari aur Savdhani, Corona se yadi hai mukti pani”
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Video onCOVID-19
awareness for
community level
workers
Courtesy: MOHFW, GOI

Collective response to COVID-19 by DAY-NRLM
- Ministry of Rural Development*

T

“Do Gaj ki doori, Mask hai Zaroori"

he Ministry of Rural Development,
Government of India is implementing the
Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – National
Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM), a flagship
anti-poverty programme aimed at improving the
income levels and quality of life of the rural poor
by bringing a minimum of one woman member
of each rural poor household into the Self Help
Group (SHG) network, ensuring their financial
inclusion and support in livelihoods generation
activities. As of July, 2020, about 66 lakh women
SHGs with 7.14 crore women members have been
formed under DAY-NRLM.

Numerous initiatives were taken by
rural poor women SHGs of DAY-NRLM, since
the pandemic first began and the government
announced the first lockdown in March 2020.
Women SHG members trained and experienced in
stitching, used the opportunity of lockdown and
initiated production of the masks. SHGs initiated
production of masks, sanitizers, hand wash,
protective gears, community kitchen, supply
dry ration, fruits and vegetables to the poor and
needy following the advisories of the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare (MOHFW), Ministry
of Consumers’ Affairs and instructions of Health
Departments of states. Their contribution in the
current pandemic situation has been enormous.
As of 24th July, 2020 more than 2.96
lakh women members from 58,581 SHGs came
together to produce more than 22.47crore face
masks across 29 states. 4.8 lakh litre of sanitizer

*Inputs from Ministry of Rural Development.

was produced by 13,662 women members
from 17 states. 1.02 lakh litre of handwash was
produced by 1,790 women members across 10
states. Over 6,585 women produced more than
35.61 lakh protective gears across 13 states from
(March to July). Community kitchens initiated in
state government are run by the SHG members
and it’s encouraging to see that they take utmost
care in maintaining food safety, hygiene and
quality of food served to the much needy and
vulnerable population. Women members had set
up more than 12,000 community kitchens across
4 states and served more than 6 crore meals to
the vulnerable, such that no one goes hungry,
especially the vulnerable including old, destitute
and homeless.
Women SHG members have been advising
and sensitizing people on maintaining distance,
importance of good health and hygiene; topics
like signs and symptoms, do’s and don’ts, hand
washing, care of elderly, children, use of masks,
nutritious foods etc. and providing banking
and financial solutions by acting as banking
correspondents in distant communities.
The efforts of SHGs became predominant
in ensuring banking and pension services being
made available in the rural areas, since Mar
2020. As of 23rd June, 2020 under Pradhan
MantriGaribKalyanYojana
(PMGKY),
DAYNRLM has transferred Rs.30,956.90 crore
benefiting 20.65 crore women Pradhan Mantri
Jan DhanYojana (PMJDY) account holders in
3 installments of Rs. 500 each (April, May
and June, 2020). With the lockdown starting
from 24thMarch, 2020 and restriction in the
movement, BC Sakhi (SHG Members as Business
Correspondents/BC Points) have played an
important role in connecting with the rural
population and delivered door step financial
services, across the nation during the times of
COVID-19.
Gramoday Sankalp
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Banking Correspondence Sakhis (BC
Sakhi) supported under DAY-NRLM have been
doing banking transactions since 25th March,
2020. Despite all challenges in movement and
lockdown, around 6,934 BC Sakhis’ from 15
States have done 83.63 lakh transactions for
PMGKY, other DBT disbursement and other
transactions amounting to Rs. 1845.76 Crore till
31st July, 2020. These BC Sakhis maintained all
Covid related safety norms also. Cumulatively,
over 11189 SHG members have been deployed as
BC Sakhi across the country.

Producer Groups and Producer Enterprises
have procured 17,872 MT of fruits, other
agriculture products and milk since April, 2020,
worth Rs.40.04 crore to support small farmers to
market the perishable items like vegetables and
fruits, promote nutri-gardens of individuals and
community to boost immunity and ensure food
for nutritional security.
SHGs as community resource persons
(CRP) and community cadres have stepped up to
be trainers and conducted training program on
“Risk Communication for Prevention of Spread of
COVID-19 in Rural Areas” either through online,
SHG meetings or home visits using modules,
materials, tools and aids including collaterals, key
messages as packaged from various Ministries
and WHO in both English, Hindi and regional
languages. These trained community resource
persons have provided training to 509.75 lakh
SHG members of 48.23 lakh SHGs and rural
households in 3.24 lakh villages (as of 24th July,
2020).
Few states where returning migrants have
visited their own villages, SHG members, Social
Action Committees members and the federation
leaders, are the fore-runners in providing
instructions on safety and preventive measures –
the Dos and Don’ts during the COVID times.
Community leads the fight against the
pandemic:
The stories mentioned below showcase the
initiatives taken up by the SHGs in various states.
14
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THE STORY OF MASK: OUR FIRST LINE OF
DEFENCE AGAINST COVID-19
1.

Andhra Pradesh

The Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Mr.
Jagan Mohan Reddy announced on 12th April,
2020 that the government would have to supply
16 crore masks at the rate of three per person.
SHG women who were trained in tailoring from
the Society for Elimination of Rural Poverty
(SERP) used their skills to respond during the
state’s hour of need, stitching a total of 11.58
lakh masks. SERP women collectives were at the
forefront of producing not just masks, but also
sanitizers, liquid hand wash and protective gears.
As of 24th July 2020, one of the highest
number of masks were produced by Andhra
Pradesh 11.58 lakh. 69,568 members of 4,891
SHGs in 13 districts of Andhra Pradesh are
engaged in mask production. Protective gears
production as of 03rd June, 2020 was the highest
in Andhra Pradesh at 31.63 lakh kits. The scale at
which these items have been produced has also
generated employment for workers within the
system at a time when the lockdown amplified
problems of unemployment all over the country.
Generating
emergency

employment

during

the

Trained women tailors, many of whom had
their own enterprises from Anantpur and Chittoor
districts, were the first to start producing masks
and have the highest production. Approximately,
70,000 rural women tailors across 13 districts
have produced these masks and have received
an income of approximately Rs.34.74 lakhs for
the same. The two districts have also produced
the maximum amount of sanitizers in Andhra
Pradesh. These tasks were taken up in areas that
were not deemed red zones.
Doorstep delivery and collection of materials

Mask making work was divided, some SHGs
took up cutting and others took up stitching.
In each of these districts, the District Rural
Development Agency (DRDA) had identified 6-7
delivery points where the cloth was delivered

and from there it was distributed
at the SHG members’ home. Cut
pieces were eventually then sent
to the homes of women tailors.

There was also a need
for sanitizers as everywhere
in the cities, the prices shot up,
the production was therefore
spurred and incentivized due
to dearth of availability and the
cost of the existing sanitizers at
the beginning of the pandemic.
The production of sanitizers was a blessing in
disguise for people at the grassroot levels. They
had a system to prepare quality sanitizers and
could employ their own people.
Training to meet global standards

Training sessions with resource persons
from the Ministry of Health were organized to
ensure quality control. SHG women were trained
in the production of masks, sanitizers and liquid
hand-wash.

Special emphasis was given on the need
to mix chemicals in proper proportions, as well
as on packaging. Chemicals were procured and
provided by the government. Production was
concentrated in districts like Chittoor which
have a high number of distilleries, as they are
sugarcane growing regions where alcohol is
produced from molasses.
Three main districts - Chittoor, East
Godavari and Visakhapatnam were the highest
producers of protective gears. The high-grade
variety was made for doctors. These were useful
for isolation centres. For this variety, machinery
and space used by industry was hired for women
to work. The second variety was made for first
responders like the police, nurses and other
frontline workers.

Despite initial challenges relating to
procurement of raw materials, the state was
able to fulfil its needs. The state also recruited
many volunteers- one volunteer for every
50 households- to help distribute masks and
sanitizers.

2.

Khadi masks in Uttar Pradesh

Ever since the members of SHG heard the
news on television about the COVID-19 pandemic,
they have been stitching masks for women in the
SHG groups, All across Uttar Pradesh, women
in SHG groups became an important part of
Uttar Pradesh State Rural Livelihood Mission’s
(UPSRLM) COVID-19 response strategy.

Mask Production has not been limited to a
few individual members of SHGs, or a few SHGs,
but rather, several SHGs are being mobilized
rapidly across districts. What was just 5 SHGs,
in one district, producing 2,000 face masks daily,
has now rolled out to 12,683 SHG members of
52 districts producing around 50,000 facemasks
daily and number are growing and the state is
now looking to promote production of Khadi
masks.

While the SHGs are producing masks at
such large scale, the district administration, has
been working to keep the supply chains of raw
material going. In fact, the use of Khadi as a raw
material for making of masks is now trend. Uttar
Pradesh’s Khadi and Village Industries Board
has pledged to give six lakh meters of cloth to
SHGs to deliver 50 lakh Khadi masks to be made
and sold for Rs.13.60 each. In another case, the
Indian Army placed an order to procure 2,000
Protective Gears which are getting manufactured
by SHGs from Nighsan block in Lakhimpur Khiri
district. Estimates suggest that till date, more
than 50 lakhs masks, 25,000 protective gears
and 7,700 litres of sanitizers have been produced
through 4,000 SHGs. Meanwhile, the government
has been ensuring its procurement. This has also
Gramoday Sankalp
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meant an additional source of income to SHG
women.
Distributing
workers

masks

amongst

MNREGA

In UP’s Siddharthnagar district 256,625
masks were distributed to Panchayats for their
MGNREGA workers.
Raw Material arrangement by District
Mission Unit: To accomplish this, SHGs used part
of Revolving Fund and Community Investment
Fund for purchasing clothes from market, and
after stitching, sold them through a selling point
in block’s premises, for which permission was
granted by BDOs. Apart from this, masks were
sold at village and gram panchayat level in rural
areas.
Role of District and Block Mission Unit

Because of lack of raw material at local
markets and complete lockdown situation, it was
difficult even for District Mission Unit to cope
up with demand of masks, but the support from
district authorities made it easy for them. District
Mission Unit also organized one day training for
women on mask making through RSETI.
3.
From Traditional Memento to Preventive
Mask a case from Assam

Every year, during the Assamese festival
- ‘Rongali Bihu’ - Gamosa is produced in large
numbers. Gamosa is a cultural and traditional
symbol and is presented as a gift of honour during
this festival. It contributes to the annual livelihood
of SHGs and is a major source of their income.
This year, like every year, people manufactured
a sizeable amount of Gamosa. However, with the
COVID-19 lockdown, people could not earn at the
time of ‘Rongali Bihu’. Although the non-sale of
Gamosa could have created despair, the memento
was converted into masks. It is now famously
being called the ‘Gamosa Mask.’
ASRLM, in collaboration with the ground
level officials, has initiated a network where
SHG members can accelerate their mask
manufacturing and trigger this intervention.
16
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SHGs in Assam have taken complete charge of
“Asomi” mask manufacturing. Around 10,000
SHG members are actively participating in the
process. By September, 36,19,771 masks were
produced, out of which 3,16,648 masks were
distributed and 16,91,729 masks were sold with
a total value of Rs.3.78 crore. A variation of this
mask is called the ‘Aronai mask’, developed by the
Bodos.
These Gamosa masks and Aronai masks
were distributed in many villages. For this, SHGs
have come together and lent a hand by doing
their part. The masks are cost-friendly and are
easily accessible to everyone. The Community
Investment Fund (CIF) and self-contribution by
the members of SHG were the only sources of
funding to initiate the manufacturing process.

Mask Selling Outlets were made in order to
support this initiative by SHG. Initially, because of
no selling outlet, masks were being manufactured
and sold at SHG member’s houses. Now, there
are a total of 84 mask selling outlets available in
31 districts from where people can easily get an
affordable and hygienic mask.
Considering the current situation of the
lockdown, this initiative has proved to be a
livelihood opportunity to many SHGs because
the income flow from their major livelihoods’
portfolio was affected. Mask production served
as an alternate livelihood option not only to
support their family during the time of crisis but

also to serve to the community
as an active SHG member.

4.
Case on Sanitisers from
Jalaun, Uttar Pradesh
Two self-help groups came
forward and showed interest in
producing sanitizers: Anandi
SHG (Bharsuda village) and Maa
Santoshi SHG (Makrandpura
village). There were certain
issues with regards to this
though, the SHGs didn't have the
training to produce sanitisers
and once produced how the quality should be
measured. Also, the initial ingredient of alcohol
wasn't available without permit.

The SHG members were trained to produce
sanitisers by the Drug Inspector and quality was
also assured using spirit measuring machines
available with Excise Department. The alcohol
required was made available to them directly at
cheap rates through Excise Department from the
distilleries directly and they were also provided
permit by the Excise Department. Once provided
the training and ingredients, the SHG started to
produce aloevera based scented sanitisers at a
large level.
These sanitisers were then sold to various
departments and public in general at affordable
rates. This helped in increasing supplies of
sanitisers locally and also decreasing the market
cost of sanitisers.

During this period both the SHG produced

around 1900 litres of sanitisers which was sold at
Rs.760,000 (Rupees seven lakhs sixty thousand).
The input cost was around Rs.380,000 (alcohol,
aloevera, bottles, transport cost etc.). Their net
profit was Rs.380,000, leading to a net income of
around Rs.19,000 per SHG member.
5.

BC SAKHIS-OUR COVID WARRIORS

Door step Access to Banking and
Delivery of Financial Services during the
lockdown:
Business Correspondent Sakhi from Bihar
984 BC Sakhis of Bihar state have done
transactions worth 554.68 Cr of DBTs and other
transactions till the period of 31st July’2020
during last 4 months of the lockdown. Micro ATM
machine were used in the direction.
Business
Corresspondent
Chhattisgarh

from

1406 BC Sakhis of Chattisgarh state
have done transactions worth Rs. 212.00 Cr
of DBTs and other transactions till the period
of 31st July’2020 during last 4 months of the
lockdown.

Business
Correspondent
Jharkhand
Kiran Kumar, BC Sakhi

Sakhi

Sakhi

from

1476 BC Sakhis of Jharkhand state have
done transaction worth Rs. 268.77 Cr of DBTs
Gramoday Sankalp
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reaching out to people.
Madhya Pradesh
distribution

and other transactions till 31st July’2020 during
last 4 months of the lockdown.
6.
ADDRESING FOOD SECURITY DURING
COVID TIMES:
Door step delivery of dry ration: supporting
food security during the lock down
SHGs of Maharashtra (UMEED) initiated
supply of essential food to the vulnerable groups
of the communities since the declaration of the
national lockdown. SHG members of the Ekta
Mahila Gram Sangh have started reaching out to
vulnerable families. The SHG group has arranged
a ration worth Rs.20,000 for the vulnerable
families of the Dhansar village, Thane district.

Ekta Mahila Gramsangh arranged the
food essentials like oil, pulses, onions, and other
vegetables from the Vulnerability Reduction
Fund (VRF). These food essentials (dry ration)
have been distributed to 17 women headed
families and 10 other families belonging to poor
and vulnerable sections.
VRF is a fund provided from NRLM to
village organizations for addressing the needs
and providing support to the poor and vulnerable
sections of society.

Ekta Mahila Gram Sangh realized the need
of the vulnerable sections during the lockdown
and took initiatives addressing such problems.
This initiative of dry ration supplies is under
replication in other districts of the state for
18
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case

on

dry

ration

Women of Rajgarh district, Sarangpur
Tehsil, village Makrana have come forward to help
the vulnerable and poor people of the village. The
village has 14 SHGs consisting of 170 women.
Members of the SHGs state that: "As per the
collective decision taken by the group members
of the SHGs, women have decided to take the
responsibility of standing with the government
and ensure that no resident of the village shall
face hunger due to lockdown, livelihood loss or
pandemic outbreak."

They are arranging the dry ration facility
for the vulnerable people which include women,
disabled people, elderly, and widows. They have
arranged this dry ration from the VRF. The ration
kit prepared by them consists of 2 kg atta, 250
gms of edible oil, 250 gms of pulses, and 500
gms of rice. Along with the supply of dry ration,
SHG members are also engaged in production of
masks. While distributing masks and sanitizers
in the community, the members have shared
information on preventive measures to be taken.
The initiative is just not limited to the Makrana
village. Instead, it has been replicated in other
districts of Madhya Pradesh as well.
Ekta Samuh Group members (SHG) of
Pipolan village, Aagar district of Madhya Pradesh,
have taken steps to ensure that no family in the
village shall remain hungry. Members of this group
called an immediate meeting whereby, taking all
essential preventive measures of hygiene and
social distancing they had acknowledged the fact
that lockdown might result in loss of livelihood
leading to severe impacts on already vulnerable
families.

Members of Ekta Samuh Group have
decided to arrange free distribution of 1 kg of
pulses, 10 kilograms of flour, 1 kg edible refined
oil per family. SHG members have identified 25
such families who were given free dry ration
supply. 25 kgs of pulses, 25 kilograms of edible
refined oil, and 2.5 quintals of wheat.

delivery has benefited women farmers of
producer groups from 6 blocks namely Ormanjhi,
Bundu, Nagdi, Itki, Argoda and Khunti, all of
which are near Ranchi. The vegetable delivery
activities happened through Gram Sangathan
(VOs), which also are the producer groups that
procure and deliver vegetables.

JHARKHAND and AAJEEVIKA FARM FRESH
EXPERIENCE
Selling Farm Fresh produce during lock down
During initial total lockdown period,
Farmer Producer Groups of women SHG
members, supported uninterrupted supply of
fruit and vegetables at the door step of Urban and
Semi Urban households, at affordable cost. An
App based solution was provided by Jharkhand
State Rural Livelihood Mission for submitting
the request. Govt of Jharkhand has supported for
advertising the same. The entire supply chain was
managed by women SHG members, supported
by Jharkhand Government. The District
Administration has supported the initiative by
arranging a storage space in the state capital
Ranchi and provided all necessary logistics and
clearances for the supply chain management.
At the same time, this arrangement in
Jharkhand for farm fresh vegetable and fruit

Vegetable value chain and the supply
arrangement was supportive for both the
consumers and the producers. Farmers earned
the profit while the consumers received fresh
vegetables at home, without having to step
outside during the tough time. For this purpose,
an android phone application was createdcalled
“Aajeevika Farm Fresh”. It is a goggle based free
app and highly user friendly. The app displays the
costs per kilogram of fruits, vegetables and eggs
on a daily basis.
With this second phase of expansion, they
have initiated growing organic vegetables in
organic patches of NRLM blocks. These vegetables
are being purchased in the market and there is a
high demand for them.
7.
EFFORTS OF NAGALAND
MANAGING COVID-19

SRLM

Sanitation and bio
facilities in Nagaland

handwash

friendly

IN

As part of sanitation initiatives, the SHGs
and VLOs take turns to clean and disinfect the
quarantine homes periodically. Efforts also
included the installation of Bio-friendly Bamboo

Fish and essentials delivered to the community through home visits
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Bio-friendly bamboo hand wash facility

Financial aid to the vulnerable households

Hand Wash Facilities. Bamboo is abundantly
available in Rural Nagaland. Seeing that house
to house dissemination on proper hand hygiene
also needs to be complemented with hand wash
facility in strategic public places in the village, the
SHGs and their VLOs with the support of the village
functionaries have come up with a bio-friendly
home-grown solution by installing bamboo
pole hand-wash facility equipped with soap and
water dispenser, with hand hygiene pamphlet in
the local dialect. The SHGs and volunteers take
turns to refill the water dispensers. So far about
200 SHGs/VLOs have installed 283 bamboo hand
wash facilities in their villages.

Financial services and extended moratorium:

Food security and supply of other essentials
commodities:

Procurement of essential commodities
had become challenging, particularly, in the rural
area. SHGs and their VLOs have also initiated a
collection of essentials like food grains that are
being delivered in the community through home
visits. “They collected rice, wheat, pulses, lentils,
grams, salt, sugar, milk powder, tea leaf, edible
oil; seasonal vegetables and fruits; spring water;
firewood; fish, poultry, meat; biscuits; soaps,
detergent powder, and disinfectant (Dettol),” and
delivered at their door steps.
In villages where there are fair price shop
or other grocery shops, utmost care is taken for
ensuring social distancing through designated
marked area and hand wash facility for safety
and minimizing chances of contamination.

VLOs have ensured that the poorest families
are accessing Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Yojana (PMGKY). As on 30 September, 8,191
SHG members have availed a total amount of
40.98 lakh rupees. To mitigate the financial stress
caused by COVID- 19 to poor and vulnerable
groups in their village, SHGs and their VLOs are
responding by providing cash to them from the
VRF and their savings to tide over immediate
household needs.

Further, income-generating activities taken
up through the Community Investment Fund have
been largely affected causing inability to women
farmers to pay the loan taken. The State Mission
ensured a moratorium period of 3 months post
March 2020 to help our women farmers tide over
during this trying time. Community cohesion
is intricately woven in the social fabric of the
Nagas, and thus, in this crucial juncture of the
fight against COVID-19, the State Mission is
prepared and committed to continue its response
with urgency and determination to prevent and
contain the outbreak. “There is lot of anxiety but
we have told everyone to pray and keep calm,”
says Rokono Kisoto. Through the SHGs and their
VLOs with active support/participation of all
village functionaries, i.e. Village Councils, Village
Development Boards, student bodies, churches,
community health workers, and other frontline
workers, she is positive they will be able to deal
with this emergency.

“Mask Nahee to tokenge;
Corona ko rokenge.”

20

September 2020

Punjab's Fight Against COVID-19
Department of Rural Development & Panchayati Raj
Institutions Show Determination
- SIRD&PR, Punjab*

T

“Badal kar apna vyavhar, Karen Corona par var”

he Department of Rural Development &
Panchayats have been working on the
forefront to fight against the COVID-19
pandemic. The PRIs are actively working in
synchronization with the instructions/guidelines
issued by Centre and State Governments,
Department of Health & Family Welfare and
World Health Organization (WHO) against
this pandemic. Every Gram Panchayat has
implemented a comprehensive set of measures,
calibrated to their capacity and context, to
slow down transmission and reduce mortality
associated with COVID-19, ultimately with the
aim of reaching and maintaining a steady state of
low-level or no transmission. Gram Panchayats
are ensuring that the maximum individuals be
saved from coming into contact with the virus
infected individuals. The vulnerable individuals
who might have been infected are isolated,
monitored and taken care of in coordination with
the concerned departments. The support of the
villagers to the PRIs in this fight against COVID-19
is appreciable. To prevail against COVID-19, the
Department, in close co-ordination with PRIs has
taken the following steps to ensure the safety of
the public at large:
1.

Fumigation in the villages:

In an attempt to stop coronavirus outbreak,
12,861 villages in first round, 7,031 villages in
second round and 3,860 villages in Third Round
have been sanitized by spraying 4.81 lakh litres of
Sodium Hypochlorite. This disinfectant chemical
has been procured from Punjab Alkalies and
Chemicals Ltd. Gram Panchayats have encouraged
the village youth to come forward and provide
free service regarding spray in the villages.
Consequently, fumigation has been largely done

Volunteers in action to sanitize the villages of Punjab

without any cost on the labour component of this
task; it is worth appreciating.
2.
Sealing of villages by Panchayats (Thikri
Pehra):

The Panchayats have came up with new
ways to prevent the spread of COVID-19 from
outsiders. They had sealed the villages and
started the Thikri Pehras to minimize social
contact with the outsiders. The Panchayats
ensured that all the basic needs of the people are
met in the village itself. In case of any emergency,

Sealing of Village by Villagers to avoid any unwanted entry
or exit from the village

*Department of Rural Development & Panchayats, Punjab
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the Sarpanches issued passes to allow the
entry and exit of any person. Even the Women
Sarpanches, along with their fellow village
women stood round the clock on the entry point
of the village to avoid any unwanted entry or exit
from the village.In a village named Niyamatpur in
Amargarh (Sangrur), two women namely Beant
Kaur and Narinder Kaur participated in this night
patrolling initiative for 11 hrs continuously on
Dhuri-Amargarh road.
3.

Social Distancing measures:

The Department is working on a war footing
to ensure the Social Distancing measures and
movement restrictions to reduce transmission
and bring outbreaks under control.
•
•
•

The Gram Panchayats were asked to
identify places where social distancing is
to be observed.
Circles have been marked with white/red
colour at the distance of 2 meters at all the
public places to avoid the close contact of
the people.
Daily announcements were made through
Gurudwaras to request people to practice
social distancing.

for the basic subsistence of the underprivileged,
especially the daily wage earners and the poor
people subject to a maximum of Rs. 50,000 in a
month.

5.
Sarpanches were empowered to issue
Curfew Passes in emergency situations:
Sarpanches were authorized to issue
curfew passes during night time (7pm -6 am) in
case of any medical emergency. This pass was
valid for only one night. Till date, 19,557 passes
have been issued by 13,257 Gram Panchayats.
6.
Compilation of Data regarding Foreign
Visitors in the villages:

The Department of Rural Development &
Panchayats had compiled a database of persons,
who came from abroad to Punjab on or after
15 February, 2020. A total of 26,352 persons
have arrived on or after 15th February, 2020 in
6,311 Gram Panchayats. 15,925 persons out of
26,352 have already been quarantined. Gram
panchayats made necessary arrangements by
converting Anganwadis or schools into centres
or by establishing a makeshift quarantine space.
7.

The IEC activities are being carried with
full vigor. Following steps are being taken by the
department:
•

Social Distancing measures at Village Level

•

4.
Empowering Sarpanches to use their
resources for providing food and medicine to
the poor:
The Gram Panchayats have been authorized
by the Department to spend Rs.5, 000 per day
22
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Awareness Regarding COVID-19:

•

The WhatsApp Group of all Sarpanches
of the State have been created. A daily
WhatsApp message is sent to all sarpanches
of the state since April 12, 2020 till date
regarding COVID-19 precautions and
related steps to be taken at the level of
Gram Panchayats.
Department has also created official
accounts on Facebook and Twitter to
spread it’s arena of IEC activities. The
information and news is updated on a daily
basis. This is also a step towards keeping
fake news and rumors in check so as to
avoid any panic generation among the
rural people.
Further,

pamphlets

are

prepared,

•
8.

distributed and pasted at public places by
Sarpanches at the village level.

A daily awareness audio-visual message
is also sent to Department of Information
and Public Relations for media release.
Mask making by SHGs in rural areas:

Under this initiative, Self Help Groups
(SHGs) have been encouraged to manufacture
masks. The cotton cloth for the mask can be
easily availed and “do it yourself (DIY)” videos
and pictures are being shared to the SHGs. The
Department is coordinating with the Health
Authorities and the District Administration
regarding the same. The vision is to turn this
initiative into a movement to contribute to the
health infrastructure and self-employment. By
september, under Punjab State Rural Livelihoods
Mission 2020, a total of 3,843 SHG members
have delivered 5,40,587 masks against 5,28,996
orders received in the state of Punjab. This is
serving dual purpose of employment and serving
in this need of hour.

Online Training Programs on COVID-19

cisco Webex and Jio Meet to build the capacity of
elected representatives and functionaries of PRIs
and to impart training on COVID-19.

11. Providing means of livelihood to rural
poor during lockdown (Van Mitras)
During testing times of COVID-19, Van
Mitras have been appointed to take care of 550
saplings planted in every GP to commemorate
550 years of Birth Anniversary of Shri Guru Nanak
Devji. This has ensured a means of livelihood to
the rural poor during Lockdown.

SHG Baba Himmat Singh of Gram Panchayat Jodhpur making
masks while themselves taking precautions

Van Mitras

9.
e-Learning Material regarding COVID-19
in Regional Language

12.

e-Learning Material related to Corona Virus
has been developed in Punjabi language for the
panches, Sarpanches and families in villages to
make them aware about the disease, symptoms
and its prevention.

Department has undertaken special
cleaning drive of ponds. This drive has been
initiated to ready the ponds for monsoon season
through dewatering and desilting. At the same
time, this has also provided employment to rural
poor.

10.

Online Training Programs on COVID-19

During pandemic, SIRD Punjab has been
using a variety of online platforms such as Zoom,

13.

Ponds Cleaning Drive

Awareness Drive under ‘Mission Fateh’

The Gram Panchayats have organized a
Gramoday Sankalp
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Thikri Pehra by Youngest Woman Sarpanch of Gram
Panchayat Hara of Block Dhar Kalan, District Pathankot

Ponds Cleaning Drive

massive awareness campaign under ‘Mission
Fateh’ to make the people aware of precautions
to be taken to check the spread of COVID-19
pandemic.

Awareness Drive under ‘Mission Fateh’

•

•
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From the very first day of the announcement
of the lockdown, 'ThikriPehras’ had been set
up in the Gram Panchayat to seal all entry
and exit points of the village. The Panchayat
had put barricades on the outskirts of the
village to protect the villagers from Corona
as no outsider is allowed to enter the village
and no one from the village is allowed to
go outside without any valid reason or
emergency. Check posts were made at all
entry points to the village, ensuring that
no suspicious person entered the village
and proper registration was maintained of
people coming in and going out. No villager
was permitted to leave his house.
A government school in the Hara Gram
Panchayat has been converted into an
Isolation Ward under the Sarpanch’s
supervision. People coming from other
September 2020

•

states are being quarantined and kept in
the isolation facility.

Apart from enforcing the guidelines of
the Government to contain COVID-19 like
fumigation, issuance of curfew passes,
carrying out awareness drives, GP Chhina
has organized trainings regarding social
distancing. In the village, wardwise one
member from each family was trained
about adherence to social distancing
norms. Circles were drawn in red color on
the ground to sensitize the people.

Under the guidance of SDM Nyhal Singh
Wala, a special team of 20 Village Youths was
constituted at the village level. Members of
this team extended helping hand in delivering
essential supplies to the people with door-to-door
coverage. It was a commendable step towards
ensuring the supply of essential commodities at
the village level. This further lessened the need to
move out of the village unnecessarily.

“Mask ko bana kar dhaal,

Hamein jeetna hai har hal”

Courtesy: MOHFW, GOI

Mahatma Gandhi NREGS –
Ray of Hope in Pandemic Time
- SIRD, Telangana*

V

“Rozgar aur kaam na ruke, Jab Suraksha ke Niyam yaad rahein”

illagers of Thiragandlapalli
Grampanchayath located
in
Marriguda
Block,
Nalgonda District, Telangana
State are disclosing their
pleasure about how “Mahatma
Gandhi NREGS became ray of
hope in pandemic time in search
of employment”.

This village is 10 KM away
from the Block headquarters,
and 5 KM near to state high
way of Hyderabad to Nagarjuna
Sagar and just 65 Kms far from
state capital Hyderabad.

History of the village: Due to waste lands
and prevailing ground water scarcity in the initial
ages of this village not settled to one place, they
were roaming from one place to another, this is
called as“ Thirugudu” in local usage and became
“Thirugandlapalli (Palli/ Palle means habitation).
Marriguda Block is well known for its acute
poverty conditions. There is high fluoride content
in ground water of this block. Unemployment is a
bigger problem in this village. That is why many
families migrated to Hyderabad i.e state capital,
in search of livelihood.

But, situation is changing day by day
particularly with the support of Mahatma
Gandhi NREGS the villagers developing not only
their lands, their livelihoods too. Particularly
in this COVID-19 pandemic situation Mahatma
Gandhi NREGS played a crucial role in providing
employment to the needy.

This village is having 494 Job Cards and
1098 wage seekers including 16 new job cards
and 54 wage seekers. These new Job Cards were
issued to families which are from Hyderabad due

* inputs from SIRD, Telangana

to loss of their employment because of CORONA
pandemic.










325 Job Cards consisting of 636 wage
seekers are in active mode.

From starting of this financial year
i.e.01.04.2020, an amount of Rs.47.41
Lakhs as wages and Rs.2.70 Lakhs as
material component, total Rs. 50.10 Lakhs
have been disbursed.
Achieved 90% labour budget against
approved 28,000 by creating 24,980
mandays.
Provided 77% average days of employment
for household with highest wage rate in
this block i.e Rs. 196.00.
49 families
employment.

completed

100

days

The Local field staff succeeded to generate
pay orders and uploading of FTOs within 3
days.

Not only workers got the wages but also
they developed nearly 30 hectares of land which
was uneven earlier, they dug the Farm Ponds,
staggered trenches and removed silt in existing
Gramoday Sankalp
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field channels and desilted in local irrigation tank
which are very useful to restore ground water
levels.

Present situation is, most of the trenches
are filled with water due to rains, which resulted
in enhanced groundwater levels in the existing
tubewells. And, the farmers have started the
cultivation of the vegetables in their lands, which
is an additional earning for the farmers. And, the
households got wage employment for those who
returned from the towns to the villages due to
pandemic.
Mahatma Gandhi NREGS became ray
of hope for our village during this Carona
pandemic time(in Telugu: Karuvupani,ee corona
kastakaalam lo kaanthirekhaayyindi), and
all the villagers were thanked for the scheme
implementation during the pandemic prevailing
time, and also expressed their gratitude to the
local officers.
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MANAGEMENT OF COVID-19 SITUATION
Novel Corona Virus (COVID-19) outbreak
has become challenge for administration in the
villages. This pandemic spreads from person to
person through small droplets from the nose,
mouth which is spread when a person with

COVID-19 coughs or exhales. Hence, it is very
much important to maintain social distancing.
Therefore, efforts were made in coordination
with all staff, local leaders, SHG groups,
volunteers, youth, NGOs and other stake holders
to educate and create awareness to each and
every household with the help of posters, tomtom, counseling, creating WhatsApp groups and
sharing recordings of preventive measures so
that every single person in the village follows

As the cases increased,
large scale testing with quick
results is effective tool to control
and limit number of positive
cases. Based on the results
patients were identified and
treated.

Self-motivated discipline, tracking as well as
continuous monitoring is essential to control the
spread of the pandemic hence every traveller was
kept in home isolation. Several surveys were done
by volunteers with the help of health workers.
Arogya Setu, COVID-19 apps were installed in
every household mobile phone which alerts them
if they come in contact with someone who had
tested positive or with high risk. Regular sanitation
activities were taken up in the village to halt the
spread of the virus.

Strict, effective, and humane quarantine
arrangements are very much essential to isolate
and treat positive cases hence a quarantine Centre
with all essential facilities had been arranged for
migrant laborers. Quarantine location tracking
system app was installed in mobiles to ensure
people who are quarantined stay in their homes.
Contact tracing was diligently followed through
Coronavirus Treatment Acceleration Program
(CTAP) app in which primary and secondary
contacts were kept in home isolation, geo- tagged
and regularly monitored by PHC doctors and
health care workers.

Great efforts were made by staff of sister
departments with the active cooperation of the
public, village elders, SHG groups, NGO’s, youth,
sanitation workers, health care workers and still
we are keeping our efforts to halt the spread of
COVID-19 in the village.

“Suraksha ka yadi rakhen dhyan,
Kaam karna hoga aasan”

How to wear a
medical mask
Courtesy: WHO

Courtesy: MOHFW, GOI

COVID-19 guidelines such as avoiding touching
eyes, nose, mouth, frequent washing of hands,
maintaining social distancing, proper use of
masks, sanitizers. In the initial stages, public
had a deaf ear to the guidelines of lockdown and
quarantine system but subsequently they got
motivated.

Supply of essential items
were constantly monitored to
check unscrupulous hike in
prices. Mask production was
taken up by SHG groups and
government had distributed
free masks to every person in
the villages. Regular financial
assistance to downtrodden people, regular food
supplies to the poorest of the poor played a major
role in sustaining population and minimizing the
indirect impact of pandemic during the tough
times.
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Initiatives by Gram Panchayats in Preventing
COVID-19
- RSN Sharma*

“Jab tak Dawai nahi, Tab tak dhilai nahi ”

T

he Constitutional (73rd amendment)
Act 1992 provides constitutional status
to the Panchayati Raj institutions with
devolution of powers and responsibilities to the
panchayats. Gram Panchayats are endowed with
responsibility for the preparation of economic
development plans and social justice, as well as
for implementation of different activities relating
to promoting health of villagers, sanitation,
including hospitals, primary health centers and
dispensaries within Gram Panchayat as listed
in the eleventh schedule of the Constitution. As
role of Gram Panchayats (local self-governing
institutions) is important in view of their
proximity to the local community towards
promoting health of villagers, all States and
Union Territories (UTs) have initiated different
preventive and protective measures through
gram panchayats for them to be well prepared to
implement those measures for protecting lives of
villagers.
Specific
interventions
that
Gram
Panchayats have taken-up in preventing
COVID-19 include development of IEC materials
for generating awareness where Gram Panchayats

Public awareness poster by Gram Panchayat in West Bengal
* Consultant,Ministry of Panchayati Raj.
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Public Hoarding in Tripura

were involved in erecting hoardings throughout
Gram Panchayats, developing posters/ handouts
in local languages on dos and don’ts relating to
COVID-19. Panchayats are involved in developing
informational videos on preventive measures as
well as making public announcements through
mikes and speakers including developing
presentations for community-level actions to
prevent and combat corona virus. In almost
all the states, Gram Panchayats have utilized
public spaces such as Panchayat bhawans or
Government schools or roads located in the Gram
Panchayat area in generating public awareness
through wall writings/ paintings. Display of
information boards in Panchayat area is another
way that Gram Panchayats in almost all states
have got involved in generating awareness among
rural public.

Apart from generating awareness, Gram
Panchayats in most of the states are involved
in promoting general hygiene with over-riding
emphasis on COVID-19.

Gram Panchayats were also involved in
shifting of local markets to more open places
such as play grounds and open places in
order to maintain social distancing. Sealing of
Panchayat borders is another intervention that
Panchayats have followed to reduce the vehicle
movements within the vicinity of the panchayat
area. To monitor the public movement in the
villages, Gram Panchayats have appointed village
volunteers as an effective force for minimizing
corona spread. States like Chhattisgarh, were
involved in tracking people/migrants coming
from outside to ensure their home isolation. In
the States of Punjab and Haryana, most of the
elected representatives from Gram Panchayats
were involved in carrying out door to door
campaign to explain the families on preventive
measures to be taken in the wake of COVID-19.
In addition to the above, local bodies have
taken various measures such as hand washing
campaigns, social distancing campaigns through
announcements on Public Address Systems and
monitoring of public movement through the
Village Level Task Force (VLTF) on COVID-19,
which was widely noted in the state of Mizoram.

In providing safety net in rural India
against
Coronavirus,
ASHA
(Accredited
Social Health Activist), ANM (Auxiliary Nurse
Midwife) and Anganwadi workers have played

an equally important role in most of the States.
Identified themselves as Corona warriors, these
workers have helped the Gram Panchayats in
preparation and mobilization for grassroots
action against COVID-19. Visiting homes of all
those under quarantine and collecting vital
statistics proved to be very much useful in the
fight against the deadly pandemic. They worked
closely with primary health centers, local
health volunteers, and district administration
in undertaking awareness generation drives
on the symptoms and preventive measures of
COVID-19. Additionally, they provided authentic
information, reporting fake news to the police and
encouraged communities to check information
circulating on social media with gram panchayats.
Approximately 9,00,000 ASHA workers in India
acted as a bridge between the government and
the people. The contributions of ASHA, ANM
and Anganwadi workers were notably seen in
some of the states such as Karnataka where the
government has set up village-level task forces
comprising members of its gram panchayats and
local government workers such as ASHA , ANM
and Anganwadi workers to lead and oversee the
efforts against the coronavirus pandemic. The task
force was made responsible to, interalia, prevent
the spread of misinformation and fake news
on the novel corona virus, It is to be noted that
the Anganwadi workers were made responsible
for delivering rations to children under the age
of six. With the help of ASHA workers, care has
been taken on keeping general health and wellbeing of residents in panchayats for signs of any
symptoms of COVID-19 and to report for further
action as per laid down protocol. The task force
have set a mechanism to give a daily report to
executive officer and taluka
medical officer about the day's
work and steps taken.

Sanitation Committee Members in the state of Kerala

Similarly, the states of
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh
and Andhra Pradesh have
engaged the services of ASHAs
and ANM workers in door to
door sampling in the coronavirus
containment zones. In Andaman
Gramoday Sankalp
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of UP, Chattisgarh, Bihar,Odisha and West Bengal
as major suppliers of labour in managing the
influx of labour is commendable that helped in
containment of the pandemic.

ASHA worker visiting households in Panchayat area in
Karnataka

and Nicobar Islands, essential supplementary
foods were supplied to people with assistance of
anganwadi workers. The state of Bihar used its
large community health workforce towards its
public outreach during the ongoing pandemic. In
almost all the States and UTs, the ASHA, ANM and
Anganwadi workers were made as part of village
level committees in initiating and implementing
different actions and activities on COVID-19
at the Gram Panchayat level. These committee
members included elected representatives of
the panchayat, ASHA worker, anganwadi worker,
ANM, school teacher, representative of the local
police station, women self-help group leader,
gram panchayat development officer, etc.
In setting-up Isolation Centres at the village
level, Gram Panchayats have played a vital role
where a total of 37,546 Isolation Centres were
set-up covering 21 States/ UTs. Arrangements
for isolation centres were made in the Panchayat
buildings or Government schools or other
available state buildings located under the Gram
Panchayat area.

In taking initiatives for the sake of Migrant
Workers, who were stuck in different parts of
the country, Gram Panchayats in many States
and UTs have provided facilities in the Gram
Panchayat areas for the migrants in providing
them quarantine services as well in distribution
of ration on a regular basis till completion of
lockdown period. The contribution of the states

The Role of Gram Panchayat has come
to fore in implementing MGNREGA works
where the guidelines provided by the Ministry
of Home Affairs under Government of India
to allow MGNREGA activity to provide gainful
employment to thousands of migrant workers
who are unemployed and stranded in villages
due to COVID-19. The guidelines emphasized
implementation of MGNREGA activities relating
to water conservation and irrigation activities
by wearing face masks and by practicing social
distancing norms. Implementation of MGNREGA
works helped mostly those who have lost their
livelihood owing to the lockdown imposed due
to the COVID-19. As a result of the Guidelines
and as per directions of the State Governments,
many Gram Panchayats have taken initiatives
to support rural landless poor and migrant
workers to embark upon various activities. In
this direction, Puducherry has taken first step
to commence works under MGNREGA from 20th
April 2020 with emphasis on generating income
for the rural areas. Implementation of MGNREGA
works during the Covid pandemic has provided
gainful employment to many migrant workers
who are first-time job card holders. Villagers in
Medak district of Telangana, which is a drought
prone area showed discipline in the participation
of MGNREGA works.
As evident from the above, in almost
all the States and Union Territories, Gram
Panchayats have played a very important
role as per the directions of State and Central
Governments. Regular guidance and assistance
to all Gram Panchayats for carrying out different
interventions within the Panchayat area has,
to a great extent, yielded positive results is
promoting health, safety, awareness, comfort,
convenience or social or economic well-being of
the inhabitants of Panchayats.

“Do gaj ki doori, Bahut hai zaroori”
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COVID-19 response: A success story from Naggar
- SIRD, Himachal Pradesh*

“Social Distancing is very necessary in the current phase of corona virus pandemic. If
you feel you are okay and nothing will happen to you, it’s wrong. By doing this, you are
doing injustice to yourself and to your loved ones.” -Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India

T

here is no argument to the fact
that the world was brought
down to its knees by the
COVID-19 disease. Even developed
countries with advanced healthcare
systems tumbled in the wake of the
pandemic. Sharing here a success story
of managing a battle against COVID-19
by gram panchayat Naggar, the oldest
town of Kullu valley .
Challenge

Naggar was a potential hotspot
due to its demographic peculiarity
as a large number of population lived outside
the state and in foreign land as well. In the
beginning when COVID-19 hit India, Government
was quick to announce lockdown which was
followed in letter and spirit. People entering the
Panchayat from outside were quarantined in
government buildings notified by administration
as quarantine centres. Influx was large but
well managed by Gram Panchayat, Village level

Awareness generation by VLC’s

Committees and Health workers. For a long time
not even one case of COVID-19 was recorded in
entire Kullu District.

After the end of the lock down and
beginning of Apple Season in Kullu Valley when
all economic activities got back on rails, Naggar
Panchayat saw a huge influx of agriculture
labours. Due to presence of a Mandi in Patlikuhal
area near Naggar the chances of COVID-19
spread were high. 53 Cases of COVID-19 were
recorded in Gram Panchayat Naggar, highest in
Development Block Naggar.
Innitiatives:

Medical Checkup Conducted by Health Team

Nevertheless, the quick response by the
state government helped prevent the community
spread of the disease. The selfless service of
health professionals helped to provide necessary
treatment to the affected and quarantined. Police
department successfully enforced the lockdown.
The success of the war against COVID-19 has
three factors to thank: robust quarantine system,
Gramoday Sankalp

31





Mask Distribution by SHG’s

clear risk communication and community
participation, aggressive testing and contact
tracing.
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Hotels like Old Film Studio, River Site
Camping, Snow Trench Resort were
used as quarantine facilities for Covid
positive people where they were
provided hospitality services along with
regular medical checkups with the help
of Medical Officers and ASHA Workers.
Police personnel were vigilant to ensure
the completion of quarantine in fine
manner.
Awareness generation by conveying risks
and prevention measures to common
public. Self Help Groups and Mahila
Mandals were involved in mask making
and distribution.
September 2020

Those who were suspected to have
come in contact with a patient were
quarantined.

Success

Despite being a hotspot of agriculture/
horticulture activity and having
the highest number of Covid
positive cases in the Block there
was not a single case of Covid
among local population. The virus
was arrested on primary stage
and did not reach the community
spread stage, although economic
activities were in full swing. In
the wake of the pandemic, this
mystically beautiful town has
outshone itself.

Let's follow these 15 COVID
Appropriate Behaviours:

Courtesy: MOHFW, GOI

Maintaining Social Distancing in Market Place

Participation of local people to form
Village Level Committees entrusted
with taking complete care of people in
quarantine by providing them essential
commodities and keeping a check on
people following home quarantine.
There were 5 VLC’s functional in Gram
Panchayat Naggar.

Combating COVID-19 by implementing MMPS in
Andhra Pradesh
- SIRD, Andhra Pradesh*

“The Swachhata movement has gained widespread support from people. It is moving
forward from being only a resolution towards an accomplishment. People are supporting
and contributing to build a cleaner India.” -Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India

A

gainst the backdrop of
the whole world being
horrified with respect to
COVID-19 pandemic, Ministry
of Panchayati Raj, Government
of India in close collaboration
with State Governments has
taken various initiatives. Close
consultation and guidance of
the State as well as District
authorities is being maintained to ensure that
lock down conditions are not violated and norms
of social distancing are scrupulously followed to
contain the spread of the disease. The Andhra
Pradesh government organized a pilot project
‘MANAM-MANA PARISHUBRATHA’. The Village
Secretariat staff and village volunteers have
worked hard to prevent seasonal diseases in the
Pegadi GP, CHOWDUVADA GP and Kariveni GP, all
in district Vishakapatnam by creating awareness
on sanitation in every house on every street in
the village.
1. Pedagadi Gram panchayat
Village/GP Profile:
Pedagadi Gram panchayat is situated in
Pendurthi Mandal of Visakhapatnam district
with a population of around 2000 with 543 HHs.
The entire population of the village is mostly
dependant on vegetable cultivation, Fishing and
other service sectors like running of autos and
taxis. Its semi urban nature of village culture is
attracting more people to visit Visakhapatnam
city for their livelihood activities. In the state
of Corona pandemic, support of Villages,
Youth, especially Women SHG members more

particularly the Green Ambassadors played a key
role in combating Corona Pandemic.
Special initiatives and leadership:

To overcome the Pandemic, Government of
Andhra Pradesh has started the MMPS ( Manam
Mana Parishubrata) as a pilot project @ two
Gram Panchayats in a Mandal/Block under the
able guidance of Honurable Chief Minister Sri Y
S Jagan Mohan Reddy Garu to maintain clean and
hygienic conditions in the Village.

Main aim of MMPS was to create a hope
in the village among the people by constituting
committees with them to solve issues like water,

Orientation to Stakeholders

*inputs from SIRD Andhra Pradesh
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Reform measures and the contribution of the
society.
As per the initiation of the Swaccha
Bharath Mission, Andhra Pradesh has launched
a prestigious pilot project ‘Manam-Mana
Parishubratha’ in 1320 Gram Panchayats, by
selecting two GPs from every Mandal under
which Pedagadi Gram Panchayat of Pendurthi
Mandal also taken as pilot GP.
Awareness Rally on MMPS

drainage, and wastage problems and supported
by the Mandal and Village Task force teams
constituting MPDO, EORD, Engineering staff from
both Panchayat Raj and RWS and other mandal
and village level functionaries.

MMPS initially planned to undertake only
solid waste management interventions, later it
was decided to implement interventions like ODF
and ODF plus like solid waste and liquid waste
management in line with Swachh Bharat Mission
Grameen Phase-II.
Scenario before the intervention:

People used to go for open defecation
prior to the construction of individual household
Latrines. Public are not interested in construction
of individual Sanitary Latrines due to lack of
awareness and other traditional thinking. Even
after the construction of IHHLs to leftover 135
HHs also, some of the people used to go for open
defacation.
No sufficient drainage facility and CC roads
which increased source of mosquitoes that cause
Malaria, Dengue, Typhoid and other diseases like
Diarrohea etc.,
Some of the people used to throw the
garbage in front of/back side of their houses. After
the construction of Solid Waste Management
Shed in the village, imparted trainings to different
stakeholders on management of both dry and wet
waste. Despite that, some of the people throw
their garbage in the streets village sides.
34
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District Planning Review Committee
(DPRC) have supported the Mandal teams as
well as village water and sanitation teams in
achieving the targets under the guidance of the
District Administration

In all the Mandals two Taskforce teams
have been constituted, one under the leadership
of MPDO and other under the leadership of EORD
with other mandal and village level functionaries
of Engineering, RWS and other functional officers
of mandal level who are supporting the village
level teams in all aspects like orientation, entry
point activities like cleaning of drains, removal
of debris, street lighting and water related issues
etc.,
Orientation Program for Stakeholders

Orientation and awareness programs have
been conducted by the various stakeholders like
SHG members, Youth, PRI representatives, Village
Volunteers and Household family members with
the support of district and Mandal Taskforce
teams.

In Andhra Pradesh Village Volunteers
were positioned for every 50 families to provide
services at the doorsteps of the individual
families. Along with the Volunteers a village

Meeting with Green Ambassadors & Volunteers on SWM-Shed

People are segregating the waste at source
(home) and the same has been collected by the
Green Ambassadors and transported to Solid
Waste Management shed.

Verms Release in SWM Pits

level 10 member water and sanitation team has
been constituted with PRI members, government
functionaries and the village elders

The Village level committee along with the
Volunteer under the supervision of the Mandal
Taskforce team members have undertaken door
to door campaign on maintenance of individual
sanitary latrines, segregation of dry and wet
waste, door to door collection of waste and other
hygenic conditions to be maintained at their level
to combat mosquito related diseases and the
Covid pandemic.
The committee decided to collect Rs 2/per day from the HHs to collect door to door
waste and the awareness has been imparted to all
the HHs. Swacchandhra Corporation supported
financially for all these IEC and capacity building
activities.

Solid waste management shed was already
constructed and the segregation of waste and
vermi compost is being takes place.

The entire activity daywise reviewed by
the Mandal Taskforce team, DPRC team, CEOZilla Parishad and District Panchayat Officer and
Commissioner Panchayat Raj and MD Swacch
Andhra Corporation at state level.

Due to the implementation of MMPS in the
Gram Panchayat, the Covid positive cases are very
minimal(Below 10). Most of them came from
outside and except one others were discharged
with negative report.
The Pedagadi Gram Panchayat is planning
to declare ODF plus village by the end of
December 2020 with the support of Committee,
SHG members, Volunteers and particularly
villagers.
The entire village is committed to sustain
the activities of ODF Plus by continuing the
existing activities.

As Government of Andhra Pradesh has
established Village Secretariat system where
all 10 to 12 Functional Assistants are working
for different Department at Village Level to
receive or to get their issues redressed in their
village without any delay or without loosing any
manday. So with the support of Sachivalayam
staff, volunteers and with the support of villagers
by continuing the present activities ODF plus will
be achieved by the end of December-2020.
Implementation of Mana Gramam
Mana Parishubrata (MMPS) in Pedagadi Gram
Panchayat proved its impact in combating the
Covid Pandemic. All the public are wearing
masks distributed to them by the Volunteers
supplied by the Government of Andhra Pradesh.
Andhra Pradesh is having Volunteer system,

Three Masks have been distributed to
every family member by the Volunteers which
were supplied by the government.
Major outcomes/ changes in villages/
community due to/ after the intervention:
People tend to use toilets in their home
instead of going outside.

Fecilitation of Green Ambassadors
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fever survey has been conducted five times in the
village and symptomatic and asymptomatic cases
were identified and tested by the medical people
and advised for either home isolation or sent to
Covid Care Centre. If necessary, they are sent to
hospitals prescribed for Covid treatment. They
are maintaining social distance as prescribed by
the Government of India from time to time. As of

Awareness program for citizens of Grama Panchaya (Pedagadi)

now, 8 cases were reported and 7 out of 8 covid
patients discharged and 5 of them had come from
outside the village. With the support of Volunteers,
VWSC members and Green Ambassadors ODF
plus will be achieved and sustained a long way.
The District Administration, Mandal
Parishad Development Officer, Extension
Officer, Rural Development have supported
in overcoming the hurdles and Staff of Village
Secretariat also took active part in achieving the
objective of MMPS.
2. AWARENESS PROGRAM IN CHOWDUVADA
GP BASED ON MMPS
CHOWDUVADA VILLAGE PROFILE
Chowduvada is a Village in k.kotapadu
Mandal in Vishakhapatnam District of Andhra
Pradesh State with a population of 8,251. It
belongs to Andhra region. It is located 50 Kms
from district headquarters of Vishakhapatnam.

It is surrounded by Devarapalli Mandal
towards North, sabbavaram Mandal towards
East, Chodavaram Mandal towards South,
Chodavaram Mandal towards West. Anakapalle
and Visakhapatnam are the nearby Cities to
Chowduvada.
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Chowduvada village takes forward steps,
goes to be inspirational village in India which it
will become in future.
There are 920 Panchayats in 34 Mandals
of the District. Of these, 68 panchayats
have been selected for the ‘MANAM-MANA
PARISHUBRATHA' pilot project.

Families living in this Panchayat are
charged Rs.2 per day or Rs. 60 per month are
deposited in bank accounts opened in the name
of village volunteers and village elders. Green
ambassadors for sanitation will be paid a salary
of Rs 6,000. The funds will be used for sanitation
equipment and vehicle maintenance. The
responsibility of creating awareness among the
people on this has been handed over to the zonal
authorities, selected village secretariat officers
and volunteers.
Sanitation refers to public health conditions
related to clean drinking water and adequate
treatment and disposal of human excreta and
sewage. Preventing human contact with faeces is
part of sanitation, as is hand washing with soap.
Sanitation systems aim to protect human health
by providing a clean environment that will stop
the transmission of disease, especially through
the faecal-oral route. For example, diarrhea, a
main cause of malnutrition and stunted growth
in children, can be reduced through adequate
sanitation. There are many other diseases which
are easily transmitted in communities that have
low levels of sanitation.
Cleanliness in the community is just as
important as cleanliness for individuals and
families. Sanitation means public cleanliness

Opening of SWPC Shed by Shri Budi Mutyala Naidu Garu MLA

using clean and safe toilets, keeping water
sources clean, and disposing of garbage safely.
Poor sanitation causes a great deal of unnecessary
sickness and death.
So, in Chowduvada, grama panchayat is
creating awareness to village people about the
usage of toilets and health measures.

Secretariat officials raised awareness
on sanitation issues as well as drinking water,
plant breeding and environmental sanitation. In
addition, any other problems present in Grama
panchayat were resolved in coordination with
local authorities.
As part of MMPS program, green
ambassadors have done things like cleaning the
roads every day and cleaning drains once a week
and cutting of unnecessary rusts.

Fecilitation to green ambassidors by DLPO GARU

A.

Drainage

Mainly there was a drainage problem in
Chowduvada village. Some task force members
were assigned to clean the drainage and some
equipments were purchased with the amount
collected under the MMPS programme. Now the
drainage problems were rectified and the change
of our Chowduvada Drainage were shown in
these pictures.
B.

Garbage Clearance

Previously the garbage in our village was
dumped in public places. Because of that the
people in the village are suffering from various
diseases. Now the garbage is being collected
by our green ambassadors and decomposed in
SWPC shed. So, there is no garbage anywhere in
the village and the collected garbage is converted
into compost.
ACTIVITIES TAKEN TO PREVENT SPREADING
OF COVID-19:

The Government handed over sanitary
equipment kits and rickshaws to the green
Ambassadors and they were explained how to
do wet and dry garbage collection.

Various initiatives were taken at the

RESULTS OF THE MMPS PROGRAM:

In Chowduvada grama panchayat,various
programs were undertaken which were based
on MMPS (MoU) to clean the village and solve
the problems immediately by assigning the task
force teams. Some of the examples are shown
below for proof of change occurs.

Shifting COVID-19 positive patient to Covid center
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Chowduvada panchayat level which may be
followed by others as examples of best practices.
Some of them are To create awareness among the people in the
village.

Information at the grassroots level was
given to the people by putting posters everywhere.
Regular cleaning operations were carried out,
bleaching and sodium hypochlorite was sprayed
on the roads in Gram Panchayat Chowduvada,
K Kotapadu Mandal.

Face masks were distributed to the citizens
by Gram Panchayat volunteers and villagers were
also told not to touch their eyes, nose, and mouth,
wash hands with soap frequently and maintain
personal distance. The men who got COVID-19
positive in the village, were safely shifted to covid
centers by 108 ambulance and then containment
zone was completely sanitized.
3.
AWARENESS PROGRAM IN KARIVENA
GP BASED ON MMPS

Karivena is a Village in Atmakur Mandal
in Kurnool District of Andhra Pradesh State. It
is located 60 KM towards west from District
headquarters Kurnool. It is surrounded by
Atmakur Mandal towards North, Pamulapadu
Mandal towards East, Pamulapadu Mandal
towards South, Kothapalli Mandal towards West.
Narsipatnam, Nandyal and Kurnool are the
nearby cities to Karivena. Karivena village takes
forward steps and it will become an inspiritaional
village in India in future.
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POPULATON:
Karivena Local Language is Telugu.
Karivena Village Total population is 4897 and
number of houses are 1230 . Female Population
is 50.54%. Village literacy rate is 64.82% and the
Female Literacy rate is 54.02%.

There are 921 Panchayats in 54 Mandals
of the Kurnool District. Of these, 108 panchayats
have been selected for the ‘MANAM-MANA
PARISHUBRATHA’ pilot project.

Families living in this Panchayat are
charged Rs. 2 per day. Rs. 60 per month are
deposited in bank accounts opened in the name
of village volunteers and village elders. Green
ambassadors for sanitation will be paid a salary
of Rs 6,000. The funds will be used for sanitation
equipment and vehicle maintenance. The
responsibility of creating awareness among the
people on this has been handed over to the zonal
authorities, selected village secretariat officers
and volunteers.

Like the two villages mentioned above,
sanitation in the context of public health
conditions in Karivena means clean drinking
water and safe disposal of human sewage. The
villagers paid full attention to cleanliness as per
the guidelines of the Manam-Mana Parishubrata
program. The villagers made efforts to create
awareness about washing hands with soap to
prevent the spread of corona and other diseases
by keeping the environment clear. In Karivena
Gram Panchayat, public hygiene along with
personal hygiene was also noticed. Under this,
special schemes for sanitation of water sources
and disposal of solid waste were formulated and
implemented.
In the above picture, the village
secretariats give awareness to people, to clean
the surroundings and use the toilets for ODF Plus
village.

Various initiatives were taken at the
Karivena panchayat level which may be followed
by others as examples of best practices. Some of
them are:

A) Social Media whatsapp group has been
used to create awareness among the people in
the village. Information at the grassroots level
is being given to the people by putting posters
everywhere. Regular cleaning operations
are being carried out, bleaching and sodium
hypochlorite is being sprayed on the roads.

B) Face masks were distributed to the
citizens by Gram Panchayat volunteers and
villagers were told not to touch their eyes, nose,

and mouth, wash hands with soap frequently and
maintain personal distance. Some of our village
charities and local authorities sew and distribute
masks for free to our villagers.
C) Free ration distribution is being done by
Karivena Secretariatstaff in Karivena village of
Atmakur Mandal.

D) Sachivalayam health team continuously
monitoring villager’s health, they are very active
to tackle different diseases including tuberculosis,
leprosy and blindness. They were taking several
necessary steps for child immunization and
other seasonal diseases. Now villagers have
been feeling very happy about the village health
system, as they can get health treatment as early
as possible.
CONCLUSION:

The MMPS program started by the
Honorable Chief Minister Sri Y.S.Jagan Mohan
Reddy Garu keeps the villages clean and green.
It leads to the healthy lives in villages. This
program was very helpful in COVID-19 situation.
This program was one of the main reasons to get
less number of corona positive cases compared
to remaining villages. Finally, this is not an
ending process. It is the good initiative to bring
awareness in people.

“Suraksha ko hum dete maan,

Karke COVID Sainikon ka Samman”
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Empowering Sarpanch in fighting Corona- Odisha
shows the path
- SIRD ODISHA*

I

“Achhi sehat aur saaf safai, Karen Corona se jam kar ladai”

n present time, when the entire world is
struggling hard to combat Corona pandemic,
India is totally geared up from villages to
national capital to respond to the dire needs of
the situation. The rural population of Odisha has
been showing great resilience and steadfastness
in collaborating with the local administration
to fight Corona. In this direction, the state of
Odisha has accorded the Sarpanches of Gram
Panchayats with the powers of District Collectors
in their respective jurisdictions to fight COVID-19
pandemic as well as to enforce quarantine in
their villages. The decision taken under section
51 of the Disaster Management Act 2005 and
the Epidemic Act 1897 read with the Odisha
COVID-19 regulations, 2020 has highlighted the
role of Gram Panchayats. The success stories
of four Gram Panchayats- Nandika in Ganjam
District,Bhatpada in Tihidi Bhadrak, Naulipada
in Deogarh district and Pakhar in Balasore
district from the state of Odisha speak about how
they managed the crisis created by COVID-19
pandemic.
1.

NANDIKA GP

The Gram Panchayat has a population of

around 3,812 villagers. The moment the threat
of Corona pandemic started spreading, the
Sarpanch Mrs. Lilima Pradhan along with the
villagers took proactive measures to stop the
COVID-19. They moved in groups throughout
the villages maintaining social distance to make
people aware of the symptoms and solutions for
staying safe. IEC materials like leaflet and wall
paintings were used with adequate information
for the people coming from outside of the state to
get immediately registered by dialing 104.

Abiding by the direction of the State
Government advance ration under PDS was
provided to 845 beneficiaries. Similarly, 185

* Conceived and presented by the State Institute for Rural Development, Panchayti Raj Department, Govt. of Odisha.

40

September 2020

persons have been given Old Age
Pension while 86 have received
Widow Pension for 4 months in
advance. In the process of PDS and
Pension distribution the social
distance norms have been strictly
followed throughout the Gram
Panchayat.

Two Temporary Medical Centres were set
up in the Gram Panchayat with provision of 136
beds where 116 persons coming from outside
the state were quarantined. For the benefit of
the inmates of the Temporary Medical Centre, 12
toilets were set up besides adequate provisions
of drinking water, soaps and sanitizers. The
Gram Panchayat has been managing the food
distribution in a proper manner by following the
menu on principles and sticking to the quality and
hygiene parameters. Government functionaries
including school teacher, Anganwadi Worker,
ANM, Panchayat Executive Officer, Gram Rojagar
Sevak and Sarpanch have taken responsibility for
managing TMC as a regular basis.
By September 2020, 426 persons have
registered to avail quarantine facility after
returning to Odisha.
For providing recreation facilities to the
inmates several programmes like Folk music,
Bhajan, Sankirtan and other cultural programmes
are arranged with the participation of artistic
talents found in the group. The quarantine centre
has been creatively wall painted with the inherent
talent of some inmates for which the surrounding
has been recharged with a new vibrance.
The commitment, zeal and endeavor

demonstrated by the Sarpanch and the
villagers of Nandika Gram Panchayat
has got appreciation from the block
and district administration. This
evidently signals the appropriateness
of the State Government’s decision in
empowering the Gram Panchayats as
the frontline agent to fight the spread
of COVID-19 pandemic.

2.
BHATAPADA GP: DECISIVE STAND OF
WOMAN SARPANCH IN MANAGING PANDEMIC,
TIHIDI, BHADRAK

The decision of Odisha Government
empowering the Gram Panchayats as the field
level coordination hub for smooth facilitation
of Covid’19 combating measures, was well
implemented in Bhatpada GP. Power of District
Magistrate was conferred on each and every
Sarpanch but few of them could stand out in
turning this principle to a practice as evident in
the case of woman Sarpanch Ms Swarnamayee
Jena of Bhatapada GP coming under Tihidi
Panchayat Samiti of Bhadrak district.

As soon as the news of the threat of
pandemic reached Tihidi, the Panchayat Samiti
revamped its awareness measures and utilised
the platform of ‘Tihidi Mahotsav’, the block
level annual event to educate the people on
gravity of the situation and immediate steps
available on maintaining social distancing and
adopting frequent hand washing practices at
regular intervals. Sarpanch Ms Jena convened
an emergency meeting involving the elected PRI
members like the Naib Sarpanch, all 23 Ward
Members, the PS member and Key functionaries
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like PEO, GRS, AWW, ASHA and health workers
like ANM etc. It was unanimously resolved
to gear up sensitising measures for making
people understand the needs and basic steps of
sanitisation, personal hygiene and safe distance
to avoid contamination. Campaign through public
address system and door to door counselling by
elected representatives and officials were carried
out in the streets and corners of the GP on war
footing to fight the menaces of spread of the
disease.
The Sarpanch left no stone unturned to
expedite the vigilant measures meticulously to
check the pace of such rocketing infection. All
the offices, health centres and establishments
including the lanes and by-lanes were thoroughly
sanitised. To avoid overcrowding, the Khanki
vegetable and fish-meat market was immediately
shifted to Kaali Padia under overall supervision of
the Sarpanch. As an innovative step, the youth club
members rendered support to the PEO and GRS
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in distributing three months’ advance pension
to the eligible beneficiaries at their doorsteps.
Similarly, advance ration for three months along
with food security assistance of Rs 1000 was
distributed to the ration card holders while
ensuring social distancing through provision of
barricades. As a humanitarian measure, under
instructions of the govt, arrangement of free
meals was made by members of Shyamakaali
and Subhadra Self Help Groups for around thirty
to ninety destitute persons and migrant labours
from outside Odisha stranded during the critical
lockdown period.

Two
Temporary
Medical
Camps
(Quarantine Centres) were set up by the Gram
Panchayat inside the CRF High School and UGME
School at Khanki Haat with provisions for 172
beds.

Sarpanch Ms Swarnamayee Jena and her
team ensured all basic amenities like mattress;
pillow, bed sheet, hand wash basin, water purifier
and geyser along with usable items like liquid
hand wash, bleaching powder etc. Round the
clock electricity and proper lighting measures
for the TMCs were also monitored from time
to time. 154 migrants coming from states like
West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Telengana, Kerala,
Karnataka, Maharashtra and Jharkhand were
quarantined for the stipulated period while
cleanliness was strictly maintained by cleaning
the toilets three times during a day and adhering
to sanitisation norms. The GP also provided 10
Personal Protection equipments to the persons

attending the inmates of TMCs.

Most importantly, the Sarpanch utilised
the power conferred on her in true spirit. With
identifications of three Corona positive cases
in the GP area, Ms Jena exercising the power of
a Collector & DM declared immediate 48 hours
‘shut down’ in Ward No.20 and 21. Similarly
taking strict actions against seven inmates, whose
‘tik tok’ video shot at the TMC at CRF High School
became viral, a case was lodged at Tihidi Police
Station by the Sarpanch and the members were
fined Rs 5000 each by the GP for their erratic
behaviour in violating the Covid’19 guidelines
for management of TMC issued by Govt of Odisha.
The timely and bold steps taken up by the woman
Sarpanch have been lauded by the conscious
citizens and the block administration as well. This
step goes a long way in justifying the prudence
of the state govt in empowering the Sarpanch as
the frontline warrior in the battle against Corona
pandemic.
3. COVID-19 Management by Naulipada GP.

Naulipada GP is one among the 26 no.s of
GP under Reamal Panchayat Samiti in Deogarh
District, Odisha. The GP consists of 18 revenue
villages divided into 14 wards. As per the 2011
Census, the total population of the GP is 6,356,
comprising 3,165 females and 3,191 males.
For effective management of the situation
arising out of the COVID-19 pandemic, a special
Gram Panchayat meeting was held in the GP
on 16.03.2020 under the chairmanship of
the Sarpanch of the GP involving all the ward
members, Angan Wadi Workers, ASHA, and
other Civil Society members. All members were
sensitized regarding the pandemic situation and
made aware of the DOs & DON’Ts to be followed

Hot cooked meals was provided to 66 poor, sick, indigent and
destitute persons of the GP twice a day from 01.04.2020 to
17.05.2020, out of which 52 were stranded migrant workers from
other state like West Bengal (46), Jharkhand (2) and Bihar (4).

to check the spread of the disease.

The Gram Panchayat initiated all
humanitarian actions to address the need of the
poor and the downtrodden. At the same time,
it made all efforts to ensure social distancing,
establishing Temporary Medical Camps and
implementing livelihood promoting projects in
the Gram Panchayat.

IEC activities are carried out through public
announcement to create awareness among the
general public to maintain social distance and use
of mask to prevent the spread of corona disease.
The weekly haat (market) of the GP was shifted
to a bigger place and the vendors were arranged
at a distance of 10 feet. The people coming from
other districts of the state were advised to remain
in home quarantine for 15 days. Quarantine
notices were pasted in front of such houses to
ensure effective home quarantine.

In order to ensure the food security of
the people, rice and wheat under PDS were
distributed to 1,456 nos of NFSA and 11 nos of
SFSS cardholder for 3 months (April, May, June2020) @ Rs 1/Kg. In addition to this, the said
beneficiaries were provided with 3 months Rice
@5kg per person per month free of cost under
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana and
the State scheme. Further the cash assistance
of Rs 1,000/- was also provided to all the ration
cardholders of the GP at their doorstep.
Keeping in view the vulnerability of the
aged, widows, disabled and distressed persons
pension for 04 months (April, May, June, JulyGramoday Sankalp
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during the period. Village level committees
were made to monitor such policy decision and
implementation frame work.

2020) in advance was provided to 820 nos of
such persons at their doorstep in March 2020.
4. PAKHAR GRAM PANCHAYAT OF BALASORE
DISTRICT

Pro-active engagement of local Panchayats
were continued in the state of Orissa to build
up the operational outline and implementation
guidelines to prevent community spread of
COVID-19 including referral, treatment of
infected/suspected cases. The initiatives of
Pakhar Gram Panchayat in Balasore district
are also appreciable. There was huge migrant
workers return particularly from Kolkata in the
village which increased the worries and concern
at the local Panchayat level to prevent community
spread of the epidemic.
"Prevention is the best way of Protection"
carried forward key message and action at
the Panchayat level. Complete observance
of 'lockdown' widely supported by the local
communities at the Gram Panchayat level.

People of the villages themselves took
initiative and leadership to contain community
spread by social isolation and followed lock down
implementation guideline. Inward and outward
movement of the people was strictly monitored.
People returning from affected areas particularly
from Bhubaneswar were denied entry inside
the village. Anyone going out for emergency or
procurement of essential commodities required
to wash hand and leg with soap properly.
Panchayat made mandatory 14 days quarantine
for people who returned from Bhubaneswar
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79 people returning from outside the
State and 3 persons from abroad were put to
quarantine. ASHA, ANM took stock of their health
record vulnerability and wellness etc. Large
number of masks procured from Panchayat Fund
were distributed to poor unorganised workers.
The local Sarapanch requested the district
Magistrate to allow health camp to be organised
out of Central/State Govt. financial assistance.
A 10 bed Temporary Medical Centre at
Shyam Sundar high school has been kept ready
to provide necessary primary health facilities
including referral services. Water Purifier, soap,
hand wash, sanitiser and inverter etc have been
procured and made available for use by the
inmates. 13 migrant workers and 17 bottomline poor inhabitants of the village were served
cooked food.

The Anganwadi Worker made door to door
visit to make people aware and educate them
about the symptoms of COVID-19. As per the
Govt. order, 1581 ration card holders have been
provided Rs. 1000 cash assistance towards food
security allowance.
However, the most significant of all and
laudable effort was door to door collection of
Rs. 23,000/- duly donated to the Chief Minister
Relief Fund as part of Community Contribution
towards management of epidemic as well as a
humanitarian endeavour.

“Khud rahen surakshit,
Doosron ko rakhen surakshit”

Didis of the group prepared safety shield (PPE Kit)
to face Corona
- Alok Verma*

“Perception regarding the Mask is also about to change. Mask will now become a symbol
of civilized society.” -Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India

L

akhimpur Kheri is a district of Uttar Pradesh
adjoining Nepal border with its headquarter
situated in Lakhimpur city. Being a foot
hill,this, district is abundant with greenery and
natural scenes and a number of rivers all around
and its famous tourist spot in the district is
Dudhwa National Park (the only national park in
Uttar Pradesh) and the district is known for this
spot. This is a habitat of a large number of rare
and near-extinct species including tiger, leopard,
quagmire deer, hispid hare or Assamese hare,
Bengal Florican, etc.
In Lakhimpur Kheri, crafts are mainly
handmade and the Tharu tribals of the district
are keeping the traditional crafts alive which are
supplied to different district of the state and at
the national level as well. These art works depict
creativity and designing acumen of these artisans
done on textiles, moulding and hard material,
paper, plant fiber, etc.

To overcome the shortage of protective
gears, the SHG women of Janpath Lakhmipur Khiri,

under DAY-NRLM, stepped up and took charge to
prepare protective gears and make it available
for just Rs.500, which was earlier supplied to
the hospitals by large MNCs, for around Rs.2000.
Looking at urgency of the matter, production of
PG kits was undertaken under a mission mode
called Operation Kavach by Chief Development
Officer Shri Arvind Singh and Block Development
Officer Alok Verma. 30 women SHG members

*Block Development Office, District Lakhimpur Kheri, Uttar Pradesh.

Gramoday Sankalp

45

from Lakhimpur Development
Block were selected, based on
their stitching skills and they
were provided with a sample of
protective gear kit to stitch.

It was heartening to see
that these skilled women could
stitch protective gear kits,
as per the sample provided.
The protective gear kits
prepared by the women SHG
members were shown to the
Chief Medical Officer of the
district for approval. As per his
instructions, few modifications
were made and the final version
got approved.

The protective gear kit
prepared had coat, head cap,
shoe cover, mask and face
cover, which was sent to the
Communication
Department
of Uttar Pradesh Medical
College in Lucknow for approval. After the final
approval letter, the process of taking orders for
the protective gear kits were initiated.
It was a proud moment for the district of

Lakhimpur Khiri to get the first
order of 2500 protective gear
kits form the Medical Army
Core of Central Command,
Lucknow.
Additional
SHG
women members, who were
trained on stitching were
selected
from
Nighasan,
Isanagar, Paliya, Kumbhi Gola
and Mohamaddi blocks apart
from Lakhimpur Development
Block to complete the work on
a mission mode.

Protective gear kits
production work was initiated
by 122 SHG women from
5th April 2020 and by 29th
April 2020, these women
working continuously were
able to produce about 4666
kits. Of which, 2500 kits were
supplied to the Army Medical
Core of Central Command,
Lucknow and 700 were supplied to the RI of
Police Department of Lakhimpur Khiri district.
About 20 kits were supplied to the RI of Police
Department of Sitapur District.

This commendable mission of preparing PPE Kits during Corona pandemic by the women members of this group is shining
like a ray of hope in this dark patch of COVID – 19
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Sarpanch Didi Speaks
- Radhey Shyam Bhardwaj*

"Har afwah aur bhedbhav, Nahi karta Corona se bachav"
Sarpanch Didi :
Corona crisis is not yet over, all be alert
Will defeat Corona unitedly, take a resolve
Act wisely during these difficult times
Pay attention towards cleanliness in every
village every each lanes
To keep Corona away, properly wear your mask
before stepping out
Frequently wash your hands
Do not forget - Do gaz ki doori
Jab tak davai nahi, Tab tak dhilai nahi.
Sarpanch Didi :
Yes, I want to share with all of you with a
great concern that Corona crisis is not over yet.
This weakening enemy may get strength from
our carelessness.

Villagers : Didi, from the very first day
of knowing about this crisis, we have been
observing all necessary precautions but this
crisis is still prevailing. What more do we
need to do in such case didi?
Sarpanch Didi :
Our Prime Minister has started a strong
complain against Corona. All of us need to
make our contribution in this mission. For
this, maintaining a safe distance of two yards
and wearing a mask is very essential. During
this fight against Corona we not only need to
save our own lives and the lives of our family
members but also need to help reduce the risk
of all old people, children and women of our
village. Efforts are in full swing to develop a
Corona Vaccine. Modi government at the centre
has taken a number of steps in the decisive fight
* Senior Media Consultant, Ministry of Panchayati Raj

against Corona. To implement these steps, it is a
duty of panchs, sarpanchs and all the villagers to
join this campaign against Corona and contribute
with all our might in improving safety and health
facilities in our villages. I will also like to share a
few more important tips with you.
Seven Precautions to prevent COVID-19

Frequently wash hands; do not touch your nose,
eyes or mouth too often;
do not forget to cover your face fully with your
hands or with a handkerchief while coughing or
sneezing;
avoid going to crowded places and do not go near
those who have cough, cold or fever;
do not move out of your house if you feel a little
tired or unwell;
if you get symptoms of Corona just as difficulty in
breathing, sneezing and fever, consult the doctor
immediately
and lastly – please do not go to any quack, rely
only on an authentic source of information.
Sarpanch Didi :
Yes. By observing these above mentioned
precautions we shall not only keep ourselves
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safe but like a village soldier, we would also
contribute in the safety of our fellow villagers as
well. We can remain safe from this virus despite
having come in contact with an infected person
by following these safety guidelines.
Villagers : Didi, numerous people of this
village have returned in the recent months
because of Corona virus. Have we got any help
from the government in this direction?
Sarpanch Didi :
Government has extended all help with an open
heart to help all our villages become atmanirbhar

During Covid infection period, village
panchayats and panchayat representatives
played a very vital role in containing the virus
spread, creating awareness among villagers and
in extending help to them. Self help groups in rural
areas also fulfilled an important responsibility
to check the spread of Corona Virus by making
masks and sanitizers.
Villagers : Didi, you have given us a very
valuable information but is any medicine for
Corona being developed shortly?
Sarpanch Didi :
Medical specialists and scientists around the
world are making researches.

Steps have been initiated under MNREGA

Each day, we get news that progress is being
made in the correct direction

to providing relief and benefits to migrant
labourers and weaker sections and every needy
person for that matter.

Government is also making arrangements to
provide funds

Self dependent villages will help in making our
country to become atmanirbhar.
Yes, the government implemented a
number of measures during lockdown in order
to provide jobs to the migrant labours. During
the months of May and June, each labourer was
given 5 kilograms of food grain and 1 kilogram of
gram to each family. One nation, one ration card
scheme is on so that ration can be collected from
anywhere in the country. The government has
also made arrangements to provide loans through
the self help groups for creating employment
opportunities and to help them start job oriented
activities.

so that each countryman gets the vaccine at the
earliest.
As per the information received so far,
many pharamaceutical companies and medical
organizations in our country and in all other
countries of the world are engaged in developing
this vaccine. The government has expressed a
hope that the vaccine would be available in the
market by January, 2021. But, till such time as a
vaccine is developed, all of us have a responsibility
to remain alert and cautious to keep up our fight
against Corona Virus and should not, at any stage,
become complacent.

"Sabun pani se dhoen hath, Bimari ko de dein maat"

Viedo onQuit using spit as it can
increase the risk of
spread of #COVID-19
Courtesy: MOHFW, GOI

Courtesy: MOHFW, GOI

Video on NO Spitting in public places
#COVID19
Courtesy: MOHFW, GOI
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Courtesy: MOHFW, GOI

National Panchayat Awards

Promoting a responsible local government
- Manoj*

C

onsidering awards as a strong source of
inspiration, due recognition of awardees
is an incentive and encourages them for
streamlining the governance, especially at
local level. Ministry of Panchayati Raj has been
conferring awards, including financial incentives
ranging from Rs.5 to 50 Lakhs for developmental
activities, to Panchayats for exemplary
performances for improving delivery of services
& public goods. In this way, a collaborative effort
through encouragement is intended for creating
an eco-system for overall good governance at the
local level. Panchayats are the most appropriate
proximate bodies ensuring universal coverage
through people’s participation for synergizing
the intended efforts for nation building.
National Panchayat Awards 2020

On 24th April, 2020, celebrated as National
Panchayati Raj Day, Hon’ble Prime Minister
ekuuh; iz/kku ea=kh dh p;fur ljiapksa@izsflMsaV~l
@xzke iapk;rksa ds vè;{k
ds lkFk ckrphr
Interaction of Hon’ble Prime Minister
with selected Sarpanches/ Presidents/
Chairmans of Grampanchayats
24th April 2020
Webcast by:

addressed Panchayats across the country
through live telecast/webcast and congratulated
the winners under three categories of National
Panchayat Awards 2020 namely, Nanaji
Deshmukh Rashtriya Gaurav Gram Sabha
Puraskar, Gram Panchayat Development Plan
Award and Child-friendly Gram Panchayat Award
with a hope that others will draw inspiration
from them. Taking another step further towards
providing encouragement to the awardees across
the country and sharing their views, Hon’ble
Union Minister of Panchayati Raj,through a Video
Conference on 7th August, 2020, interacted
with State Panchayati Raj Ministers of Himachal
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh (awardees under
different categories of e-Panchayat Puraskar
2020) and also representatives of nine awardee
Panchayats under Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Panchayat Sashaktikaran Puraskar 2020. The VC
was also webcast live.
National Panchayat Awards 2021: Come forth
and participate

Online nominations are invited from
Panchayats (or similar level local bodies) for
National Panchayat Awards 2021 (Appraisal year
2019-2020) under the following categories:
The Panchayats/ Village Councils will

Awardees of National Panchayat Awards 2020

Deen Dayal Upadhyay Panchayat Sashaktikaran Puraskar (DDUPSP) to 213 Panchats (District
Panchayat: 26. Intermediate/Block Panchayat: 48, Gram Panchayat: 139) in 28 participating States/
UTs.
Child-friendly Gram Panchayat Award to 30 Gram Panchayats (GPs)/ Village Council (VC) in 30
participating States/UTs
Nanaji Deshmukh Rashtriya Gaurav Gram Sabha Puraskar to 27 GP s/VC in 27 participating States/
UTs
Gram Panchayat Development Plan Award to 28 GP s/VC in 28 participating States/UTs
e-Panchayat Puraskar to 8 States
*Consultant, Ministry of Panchayati Raj
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Sl. No. Award Category
1.
DeenDayal Upadhyay Panchayat Sashaktikaran
Puraskar (DDUPSP) in recognition of the good
work done for improving delivery of services and
public goods.
2.
Nanaji Deshmukh Rashtriya Gaurav Gram
Sabha Puraskar (NDRGGSP) for outstanding
contribution to the socio-economic development
by involving Gram Sabhas.
3.
Gram Panchayat Development Plan Award
(GPDPA) for developing GPDP in line with the
model guidelines.
4.
Child-friendly Gram Panchayat Award (CFGPA)
for adopting child-friendly practices.
be evaluated for the work
undertaken by them during
the appraisal year 2019-20.
State Panchayat Performance
Assessment
Committee,
while ensuring that adequate
representation
is
made
from all parts of the country
including Schedule V Areas,
will oversee the whole process

Number of Awards
For District Panchayats/Block Panchayats/
Gram Panchayats in proportion to the
number of Local Self Governments in the
State/UT
One GP/Village Council per State/UT

One GP/Village Council per State/UT

One GP/Village Council per State/UT

Rs. 5 to 50 lakhs.

of selection of best performing
Panchayats in the State/UT
and make recommendations
to Ministry of Panchayati Raj
which will make final selection
of awardee panchayats under
various
categories.
The
Awardee Panchayats will be
given plaques/certificates and
financial awards ranging from

The online applications are open for
entry by Panchayats/Village Councils upto 15th
November, 2020. The States/UTs have to forward
the online nominations after due verification to
Ministry of Panchayati Raj by 15th December,
2020.For further details and filling up the online
questionnaires under various categories, please
visit the portal www.panchayataward.gov.in.
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Prime Minster Mr. Narendra Modi distributed Ownership letters to
make villagers self dependent

O

n the birth anniversary
of Bharat Ratna Lok
Nayak Jai Prakash
Narayan and Bharat Ratna
Nanaji
Deshmukh
on
October 11, 2020, the Prime
Minister Mr. Narendra Modi
inaugurated the distribution
of Ownership documents to
villagers under Ownership
Scheme in rural areas. In the
pilot phase of this Scheme,
about 1.25 lakh villagers
from 763 villages of 6 states
were handed over the papers
of their properties. The Prime Minister talked to villagers and panchayat representatives on this occasion
and also discussed about the changes which have taken place in their lives.
On this occasion, Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi said that this scheme would bring about a
transformation in the life style of our villages and the country has taken a bold step through this scheme
in the direction of Atma Nirbhar Abhiyan. Ownership yojana will be helpful to our village brethren in
becoming self dependent and will also help in a well planned development of each and every village.

Prime Minister in his address pointed out that on the basis of the experience narrated by the
beneficiaries, it can easily be gauged that the ownership scheme has handed over a big power to the poor
of the country. He said that through this scheme, the government has taken a very vital step for the welfare
of the backward, neglected, exploited and deprived people living in villages of our country. With the help
of this property card, villagers will now be able to sell and buy property without any difficulty. After
getting this card, they will no more have to live in a fear that their possession over their own property
might end. The youth would be able to get bank-loan against their house property to make a bright future.
Prime Minister said that mapping and survey work are being done with the aid of the latest technology
like drone and thus land records in every village would be perfectly updated.
Addressing the programme, Union Minister of Panchyati Raj Mr. Narendra Singh Tomar said that
right from the time when our Prime Minister took charge, he has had a commitment to improve and
transform the lives of the villages, the poor and the farmers. He has been constantly trying to provide ease
of living to those living in rural areas and also make basic amenities available to them.

Mr. Tomar said that the villagers had no document about the ownership right of their houses so
far. “Ownership Yojana” of the Ministry of Panchayati Raj was inaugurated by the Prime Minister on
Panchayati Raj Day on 24th April, 2020. From April onwards till now this scheme has been implemented
as a pilot project in six states. Under this scheme, a target to distribute property cards in 6.24 lakh villages
till 2024 has been set up.
On this occasion, Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mr. Shiv Raj Singh Chauhan, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, Haryana Chief Minister Mr. Manohar Lal, Haryana Deputy Chief Minister Mr.
Dushyant Chautala, Uttarakhand Chief Minister Mr. Trivendra Singh Rawat, ministers and officials from
many states, panchayat representatives and villagers were present via video conferencing.
Source: PIB
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The Union Minister of Panchayati Raj Mr. Narendra Singh Tomar released
the framework of development plans of Zila-Block panchayats

T

he Union Minster of Panchayati Raj, Rural Development, Agriculture and Farmers Welfare and
Food Processing Industries Mr. Narendra Singh Tomar released the framework of development
plans of Zila and Block panchayats in a programme organized via video conferencing on 20th
October. As per the recommendations of the 15th Finance Commission, funds will be provided for the
three tiers of Panchayati Raj, i.e. – zila, block and gram panchayats. So, it has become necessary that
just as for gram panchayats, development plans for district and block panchayats would also need to
be prepared.

Addressing the programme on this occasion, the Union Panchayati Raj Minister Mr. Narendra
Singh Tomar said that implementation of Gram Panchayat Vikas Yojana (GPDP) has brought total
clarity and transparency in developmental programmes of panchayats. The framework released for
Zila and Block Panchayats would also prove very useful besides strengthening the panchayats and for
bringing in good governance and positive development.
Mr. Tomar said that the Ministry of Panchayati Raj through the new framework has given
a mirror to about 2.5 crore panchayats in the country. With its help, panchayats would be able to
prepare their development plans according to their local needs and available resources.

The Union Minister Mr. Tomar said that by fully implementing the recommendations of the 14th
Finance Commission under the leadership of the Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi, panchayats have
been provided better financial resources. Interim recommendations of the 15th Finance Commission
also indicate that more funds would be made available to panchayats in future.
The Panchayati Raj Minister expressed satisfaction over the fact that with ministry’s efforts the
job of building GPDP has been implemented quite seriously. He said that we must now keep in mind
that whatever is spent on rural development must only be spent on approved GPDP schemes so that
development of villages is ensured. We must focus our attention on the point that one village must
complete one work in one year.
The Secretary, Ministry of Panchayati Raj Mr. Sunil Kumar said that this framework is the next
link of the foundation of development works laid in previous years through Gram Panchayat Vikas
Yojana (GPDP).

On this occasion, the Chairman of the committee set up for the framework of development plans
of Zila and Block panchayats and the former Special Secretary Dr. Bala Prasad gave a presentation.
Source: PIB
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